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GORDANO 6th FORMER CONTRIBUTES TO STREET ART PROJECT

Well done to Emilie Broad, from Gordano 6th form for all her creative efforts during the summer break.
Emilie and a team of volunteers spent part of her summer holiday painting a mural on the side of her
local church in Stokes Croft. ITV news were interviewing her and some of the team last week, and the
mural will now be included as part of Stokes Croft street art tours. Emilie was on ITV last night.
Bursting with colour, the mural was designed by Bristol artist Emma Holloway, also known by her artist
name, Urban Butterfly. Emilie has been working with around 20 other volunteers from all backgrounds
and ages, supporting Emma with the artwork paint over the past three weeks.
Now this 30 foot side of the E5 Church looks completely different. The piece was designed to be a
celebration of diversity and transformation using the journey of a caterpillar's transformation into a
butterfly.
The piece was commissioned for the E5 church in the summer of 2019. More details on this amazing
project can be found on the link below:
https://www.itv.com/news/westcountry/2020-09-01/bristols-biggest-new-mural-aims-to-inspire-hopein-stokes-croft

Headteacher’s Blog
In these strange and uncertain times the rhythm and buzz of a busy
school is incredibly reassuring. Yes, there are some obvious
differences – we’re keeping our distance and in our ‘bubbles’,
we’re wearing masks around the school site and the new timings of
the school day are taking some getting used to – but, overall, it’s
been such a comfort that we’ve been able to get back to what we
all do best; teach, learn and work together to do the very best we
can for our community with very limited disruption.
Our students have been wonderful – mature, calm, despite the
obvious anxiety, and really focused on getting back into learning.
They deserve huge credit and it is so typical of Gordano students
that they have just adapted to new ways of doing things and just
got one with it. In particular, Year 7 students appear to have
settled in very well and have, I think, just about mastered the
school site!
And I must pay tribute to the staff, both teaching and support
staff, who have enabled us to return to as much a sense of
normality as we could possibly hope for. I know I say it repeatedly,
but it’s so important that we don’t take for granted the wonderful
people who choose not only to work at Gordano, but choose to give
so much to the community beyond the strict confines of their roles. Just one example of this is the way
that a number of staff are giving up days in half term to provide some targeted support for Year 11 and
Sixth Form students to ensure that they’re making the progress they need to towards next summer’s
exams.
It feels strange to think that we’re at the end of the first term of the new academic year. We haven’t
had the usual ‘set piece’ events that remind us of the normal rhythm of the school year (like the Year
6 Open Evening and the Careers Convention). However, we are looking forward to continuing to bring
back some of our extra-curricular activities in the Sports and Creative Arts areas after half term, as we
continue to make steps to return to something more like ‘normal Gordano life’.
Mr Inman
Headteacher

Diary Dates
Friday 23rd October - LAST DAY OF TERM 1
Monday 26th October - Friday 30th - HALF TERM HOLIDAY
Monday 2nd November First day of Term 2
Wednesday 4th November Inter House Cross Country

Thursday 12th November - Year 7 Meet the Tutor Evening
Thursday 19th November - Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening from 6.30pm
Thursday 3rd December Year 11 - Meet The Tutor Evening
Tuesday 15th December Sixth Form Christmas Lunch
Wednesday 16th December Year 7-11 Christmas Lunch
Friday 18th December Last day of term - 12.30 finish for students
Monday 21st December—Friday 1st January CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
Monday 4th January First day of Term 3

WELCOME TO OUR NEW YEAR 7

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new Year 7 cohort of students to Gordano
School. They have had a fantastic start to the school year and done a great job of familiarising
themselves with the site, getting to grips with a busy timetable and adapting to the new routines
required of them in a new school setting. We asked a few of them what they liked most about school
life so far and this is what they told us:
Tyler – My favourite thing is the classes and the really nice teachers, they are always very responsible
and helpful.
Lola – I like the PE facilities, I have tried loads of new sports I have never done before for the first
time; including running, relay and cricket.
Cara – I like the fact you can take three books out at once from the library as it’s fun to have a
choice.
Max – I like cleaning the desks at the end of the lesson as it means we are moving on to break time,
lunch or a new lesson.

This October 9th was Wear it Yellow day ahead
of World Mental Health Day on 11th October.
Gordano staff and students fully embraced the
day with hints of yellow scattered across the
school.
During October we have all been sharing acts of
kindness and discussing the importance of
Mental Health and supporting Young Minds.
Thanks to the Library for their 'Shelf Help'
suggestions too, some great reads, see page 11
of this newsletter for details.
It was also fun to see the English department
fully embracing Wear it Yellow earlier this
month.

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS
#HelloYellow October 9th

MUSICIANS WANTED

Are you musical, or do you think you might be? Here at Gordano school we have a huge array of extracurricular musical opportunities, from our choir to school bands, individual music lessons and much
more. Whether you are an established musician or taking the tentative first steps towards learning a
new instrument we are here to help.
Perhaps you are keen to share your voice in our choir, or you have guitar skills you would like to grow?
We would like to hear from you so please get in touch with the music department and we will help you
find your musical talent and tune you into all the opportunities available in school. Our musicians play
an integral part in our concerts and productions throughout the school year and many of our students
and alumni have performed at a national level or gone on to become successful career musicians. For
more details on what is available, please email the music team on gguerrini@gordanoschool.org.uk

VOCAL COACHING WITH KATY READ

We have a fantastic music voice coach at Gordano School from the North Somerset Music Service,
Katy Read. A brilliant performer herself having performed nationally, internationally and locally with
many acclaimed conductors and fellow musicians. Katy, is also a highly trained voice expert and
coach who can work with you to use your voice with more dexterity, resilience, control, power
and projection.
We will be sending out a booking form for the Spring term with all of our instrumental and vocal
tuition offer just as we approach half term. Please do get in touch if you would like to book singing
lessons with Katy. Singing has wide-reaching benefits for young people, providing confidence and
purpose as well as a lifelong musical passion.

HOUSE FORECAST - BISCAY
Hello from Team Biscay. I am Mrs de-Long and
along with the wonderful Mrs Lewis (pictured
below, left), we are your Head of House and
Assistant Head of House. Having been a PE
Teacher for over 20 years, I am now enjoying my
new role as Head of Biscay and Inclusive
Curriculum Lead.
Its been a fantastic start back to the term,
despite so much uncertainty and concerns with
the current Covid situation. I am really proud of
how the Biscay students have taken on the new
systems and regulations that the school has
implemented.
Alongside myself and Mrs Lewis, here is a link to
the names and contact details for all Biscay
Tutors. Some have been with us for many years
and some are brand new this year. We are also
supported by Mrs Bray, Mr Fewster, Dr Fraser and
Mrs Schutte, allowing us to undertake some
individual and group mentoring as required. Year
7 tutor details can be found here.
In tutor time this term Biscay have been busy deciding which charity to support this year. After
much discussion and debate, we decided we would like to support our local foodbank to help
families near us who are struggling due to the Covid crisis. I would also like to take this opportunity
to introduce our fantastic new House Captains; Lucia Beureo, Aarron Jay Simpson and Orla Walters,
(pictured below, right,) they will be working alongside tutor reps this year to implement fundraising
initiatives and support their fellow students pastorally as required. Well done to Lucia, Arron and
Orla, its great to have you on board.

GORDANO’S VIRTUAL OPEN DAY 2020
A huge well done to all the staff and students who were involved in our virtual open day earlier this
month. The event was well attended with over 256 families logging on.
Kicking off with a very professional introduction from two of our newly appointed head girls, Izzy
Armitage and Nattie Statham. After this, Mr Inman took the reins to give prospective parents and
students an overview of the school, our curriculum, pastoral and extra curricular opportunities on
offer.
The presentation gives future parents and pupils a great insight into school life. There is also access
to subject specific presentations, virtual art and DT exhibitions, a concert and assembly footage. If
you have not had chance to see it or if you would like to, all the links to the videos can be found
here.

SIXTH FORM VIRTUAL OPEN DAY 2020

This November on Thursday 19th at 6.30pm we will be hosting a virtual Open Evening. Joining
instructions for the event will be shared via email and on our news pages a few days ahead of the
event. Please can all Year 11 parents and students save the date in their diary and please share the
details with others you may know who are hoping to join us for Sixth Form in September 2021.

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES COOKERY COMPETITION 2020

Gordano students have wowed the MFL (Modern Foreign Languages) Faculty this term with their
entries to our European Day of Languages Cookery Competition.
Over 150 students from Years 7-10 took part and produced an amazing array of culinary delights. In
the Bake-Off category, students created everything from country flags to Eiffel Towers and football
strips. In the Masterchef category, students researched and created sweet and savoury dishes from all
over Europe, including many delicious looking Spanish paellas and plates of churros, different styles of
French pastries and Bulgarian and Turkish feasts.
It was impossible to choose just one winner, so we have chosen joint winners over the 3 categories.
Congratulations to: Caleb Wade-Quinn (7B1), Isabel Anguisola Kretzschmar (7S1), Magdalena
Yordanova (7C2), Jolee Wong (7S2), Marie Pelletreau (7C1), Matilda Hurst (7L1), Mollie Cornwell
(7P1), William Herringshaw (8F1), Max Chambers (8S2) and Jasmine Wallis (8C2). Well done to
everyone who took part and we’re already looking forward to next year’s creations!

EMBRACING OUR NEW NORMAL
A huge well dome to all of our students for embracing our ‘new normal,’ since the start of term in
September. In the majority of cases students have behaved impeccably, remembering masks,
wearing masks between lessons, helping to wipe down desks and keeping to the one way systems
around school.
When students have been asked to isolate they have continued to work well online and maintain
their learning. Thank you to all our parents and carers for your continued support of our staff and
your children in these challenging times, as we work with you to find the best fit for each and
every student in maintaining academic and pastoral continuity during the pandemic.

PITCH PERFECT - NEW SAND DRESSED PITCH

Our new all-weather playing surface is now open for play. The pitch will be used by students during
the school day and we look forward to hosting local hockey and football clubs after school and at the
weekends.
This project has only been made possible thanks to substantial financial support from some of the
school’s key partnership organisations (GSCT (Gordano School Community Trust), Sport England,
National Hockey Foundation and North Somerset Hockey) for which the school is extremely grateful.
Now our students, members of the community and local sporting clubs can all enjoy this high-quality
playing surface for club hockey, football training and curriculum use. Highlights of the pitch include
- new floodlights, covered spectator viewing areas and changing facilities.
Gordano School Business Manager Shane Blackshaw commented “The launch of this exciting project
has come at a time when the ongoing impact of the national pandemic means many contractors and
suppliers are unavailable. We were delighted to work with principal contractor Verde Recreo and
Agility Pitch Consultancy, to make this project a reality.”

Headteacher Tom Inman added “The all-weather pitch is an integral and essential part of delivering
the curriculum and as a community resource and I am extremely grateful to our partners in helping
us futureproof our school facilities.”
Chair Julian Brookes is delighted GSCT is part of such an exciting development for the school and the
community.
This new facility in Portishead will be an integral part of supporting Sport England’s mantra of building a nation where everyone, everywhere feels able to get active in a way that is right for
them.
The school is also very grateful to Clive Hawkins, President of North Somerset Hockey Club who has
worked closely with the National Hockey Foundation to help secure grant funding for this project.
Local clubs interested in hiring the facility for the 20/21 season should visit the GSCT web-site
www.gordanosportscentre.org.uk/

SKI TRIP 2022

We are pleased to announce that we are currently planning a ski trip for February 2022 at Gordano
School, available to students from all year groups. After the cancellation of our planned 2021 ski trip,
this 8-day trip is due to take place during half term departing Saturday 19th February 2022.We totally
understand that this is perhaps an uneasy time to be considering travel abroad, however to enable us
to secure the best experience we do need to commence planning now. Of course we are hoping that
the world will be in a much better place by 2022 and that this trip will go ahead.
The trip will be to the Masella/La-Molina Resort. This is the same resort that we have visited for the
past five years. It has a good snow record and excellent facilities.
Cost: The total cost for this excursion is £1089.00 per person based on 40 pupils. The first instalment is
£95.00 (if you are successful in securing a space,) payable by Friday 18th December 2020. Full details
of costs, payments and equipment required are outlined here
The trip includes:


All travel costs from school to the resort and return by coach



Five days hire of skis, boots, poles and helmets



A five-day lift pass



5 hours of instruction per day by fully qualified ski instructors



Comprehensive winter sports insurance plus ski breakage insurance



Snow guarantee (piste closure insurance)



Full board accommodation including hot lunch every day at the resort



Evening entertainments



Ski company representative at resort

Participating students will be expected to play their part and a high degree of self-discipline will be
required throughout the week. This should ensure full enjoyment for everyone and the probability of
similar trips being organised in future.
Please note that it is school policy that pupils who show unacceptable behaviour in school may be
excluded from taking part in school trips, visits and activities.
This trip has been chosen to ensure that we maximise the educational and social benefits of such a
visit. Those interested in participating should email gsmith@gordanoschool.org.uk before Friday 8th
November. We will then contact those who have been lucky enough to secure a space regarding
payments and next steps.

Welcome to the Gordano School Library newsletter for parents and carers, bringing you news of
books and events in the library as well as reading news.

Borrowing Books
Students can still borrow books from the library while it is
closed for browsing. We have set up a reservation system on
Firefly (Resources > Students > School Library > Click &
Collect Book Request) where you will also find information
on how the system works. Books requested will be delivered
to students during Friday tutor time or delivered by student
runners.

There is lots of information about books and reading
in the School Library pages (Resources > Students >
School Library), including Information for parents
section and a section on Recommended Reads.

Keeping up with library news
Books can simply be dropped off in the
red crate outside the library entrance.

Gordano School Library can be found both on
Twitter and Instagram. Follow us for
information on library news and latest
additions to our stock!

Reading is Magic Festival is a free virtual children’s book festival taking place in lieu of Bath Children’s Literature Festival this year.
The Reading is Magic Festival aims to promote creativity and
connection through stories and shared experiences, creating content
for children and young people in primary and secondary schools. It
includes events on the importance of reflecting everyone’s realities in
children’s literature, creative writing, nature and the environment to
name a few, with contributions from a brilliant selection of authors
and illustrators. Each event can be watched for free until the end of
December: https://www.readingismagicfestival.com/

New Scholastic Book Club
As we were unable to run our Scholastic Book Fair last year as scheduled, we have just launched a
new Scholastic book club for Gordano School which allows parents and carers to purchase the
newest releases at great discounted prices while supporting the school also. For every £1 you
spend on this term’s Book Club, our school will earn 20p in book commission.
Here are a few of the offers available this term:

Check out our special school page to browse the latest books:
https://schools.scholastic.co.uk/gordano-school/digital-book-club
We are accepting online orders only at the moment, and you can choose to have books
delivered to the school for free. We will then deliver the book to your child in school.
All the information is also available on FireFly.

Virtual Author Visit
The library organised their first ever virtual author visit in the last week of
term. Début author Phil Hickes created a series of videos based on his spooky
Halloween read The Haunting of Aveline Jones which were shown in English
lessons to all Year 7 classes. This has been a great success and we hope to be
able to organise more virtual author events later on the school year.
If you would like to get a copy of The Haunting of Aveline Jones, we have
partnered with StorySmith bookshop and you can purchase it here.

