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GORDANO STAFF ALL DRESSED UP FOR WORLD BOOK DAY 2020
Staff at Gordano School were fully embracing World Book Day earlier this month, they challenged
students to identify which literary characters they were dressed as; from Lord of the Rings, to Wizard of
Oz, Peter Pan, Dark Materials & many more. The library also ran a 'book in a jar,' competition and
distributed World Book Day books during lunchtime and there were book extracts available for each
faculty to read in years 7 – 11 lessons. One of the campaigns for World Book Day this year was 'share a
million stories. During the week staff shared extracts from books linked to each subject in theme. From
PE to History and English. All the books included in this reading list are available to borrow from the
school library. For more details on the books included follow this link to an article written by
our resident librarian Mrs McGilloway https://gordanolibrary.home.blog/2020/03/05/world-book-day/)

Headteacher’s Blog
Life has changed considerably since this newsletter was
drafted. It seems hard to believe that we have only been
living in our ‘lockdown’ for two weeks, so much so that it is
easy to forget that, in normal times, we would be holding
our End of Term Assembly for students today.
Usually at these assemblies we take time to celebrate the
achievements of students over the last term, and although
we won’t have the opportunity to do so in person, we did
want to take the opportunity to remind everyone what
‘normal life’ at Gordano looks like by still issuing our March
newsletter ahead of the Easter break.
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to everyone in our
community for their part in the response to the
unprecedented situation that we find ourselves in. I have
been humbled by the response of our staff in going ‘the
extra mile’ to adapt so fast to the rapidly changing
circumstances that we are facing, and incredibly grateful
for the support and understanding from our parents as we
all grapple with the challenges of our new reality.
We think that it is important to maintain the sense of an ‘Easter break’, but we remain open
for children of keyworkers. Please remember that we are here throughout the Easter break if
you need to get in touch. The school number will be manned during normal school hours, and
we’ll do all we can to help.
Take care, and wishing you all a healthy and Happy Easter.
Tom Inman
Headmaster

Newsletters and Parent Bulletin’s Moving Forward
The March issue will be our last newsletter for a little while, please rest assured that our
communication does not stop here.
We will continue to update parents via email the website and our social media channels with regular
parent updates & bulletins. Please keep an eye on our home page, news page and social media
channels. If you are not doing so already please follow us twitter is https://twitter.com/gordanosch
and our facebook page is https://www.facebook.com/Gordanoschool/

YEAR 10 MOCK INTERVIEW DAY A HUGE SUCCESS
Many thanks to all the businesses professionals who gave up their time to take part in Gordano
School’s Mock Interview day on Wednesday 11 March. Year 10 students were encouraged to research
job roles, prepare answers to questions and develop new interview skills before meeting face-to-face
with their ‘mock interviewer’.
Every Y10 student at Gordano School was given the chance to participate in the event. For many of
these students, this occasion formed a first opportunity to try out interview techniques with an
unfamiliar professional.
Representatives from a diverse range of businesses attended the sessions.
Our students are able to learn many new skills by participating in events such as these. This
experience has been invaluable for all students who took part as preparation for future job interviews
and entering the world of work.
Experiencing the real thing is the best way to gain an understanding of how to manage future
interview opportunities. Classroom resources and notes giving pupils the knowledge of how to draft a
CV are great but these interviews give students the chance to put this knowledge into practice.
We want to thank every single professional that has given up time to help us this year. Without your
help, this vital and realistic interview environment would not be possible. We are grateful to all of
the following companies, parents LSP and School Governors who kindly donated time during the day,
without whom we could not run this event.
Many thanks to: Coutts, Ashton Gate Ltd, Avon Construction Group, Barclays Bank, Beauty Oasis Spa,
Berry Rowan Recruitment Solutions, Blackstar Solutions, Border Force, Charles River Laboratories,
Churngold Remediation Ltd, ConnTex Ltd, DRC Forensic Ltd, Edwards Vacuum, NHS Primary Care,
Galliford Try, GKN Aerospace, Gordano Sports Centre, HMRC, Mrs Fanella Harper (Gov’r), Mrs Sarah
Griffiths, Pace Print, Rolls Royce, Sport 4 Kids, Three Cherries Ltd, Weston College, Whitechurch
Securities Ltd and Women in Property. Who all attended on the day.

CORONA VIRUS UPDATES
Our thanks goes out to our entire community
for your patience and understanding at this
testing time. Learning resources are available
to access on the website and firefly.
We will keep you updated with regular updates
and bulletins regarding next steps, in addition
to sending regular communications on email.
Please look after yourselves and each other at this difficult time and stay in touch, we are here to
help if you need us.

BBC SCHOOL REPORT

Earlier this month, students from Year 7 and Year 10 have been busy creating show reels for BBC
School Report. We have seen some excellent submissions with many interesting topics tackled.
To prepare, students studied young reporter tutorials and worked with Mr Turner on their scripts,
storyboards, and editing. Most of the footage has been taken on students' mobile phones either onsite at school or on location. Subjects included range from coverage of 'Winter Wonderland' to 'World
Book Day, The Addams Family, Internet Safety, Environmental Issues, and others. Well done to all
the students who participated, we certainly have some budding media professionals in our midst. The
footage can be viewed on this link: https://vimeo.com/397277157

SWIMMING GALA SUCCESS
Gordano

153

1st

Backwell

147

2nd

Clevedon

134

3rd

Churchill

102

4th

Nailsea

89

5th

Priory

87

6th

Sidcot

70

7th

Hans Price

67

8th

Worle

40

9th

A great effort from all our swimmers in the North Somerset swimming gala this month - some strong
performances throughout. Results listed above, congratulations team Gordano, an impressive win,
with our neighbours Backwell and Clevedon not that far behind. Well swum to everyone who took
part.

SOUTH WEST REGIONAL
BADMINTON FINALS
An amazing effort from our badminton players
earlier this month at the South West regional
Badminton finals.
KS3 boys finish 3rd and the KS4 girls team were
unbeaten all day finishing in 1st position and
qualifying for the National Finals.
All on an Inset day too, impressive dedication to
your sport. Well done to everyone and a special
shout out to our lovely transport partners
@ChewValleysch

UNDER 14 GIRLS NATIONAL FOOTBALL CUP
Well played to all the girls who participated in
the U14 National Cup in Early March.
Unfortunately the Road ends at the Semi-Finals
against Shenfield High. A Great effort from all
the girls. You should be very proud of how well
you played. Well done to Soph G for being
PPOM.

HOUSE FORECAST - SHANNON
Hello from Shannon House Captain Ellie Coller…I would
like to fill you all in on what we have been up to.
Over the last term, students and staff within Shannon
house have been working incredibly hard, coming
together as a community.
Every Thursday morning in tutor times, Shannon’s
students have been learning British sign language, from
the simple alphabet to friendly greetings and advanced
vocabulary.
11s2 organised a whole non-school uniform day along with
sweet sales and soak the teacher to raise money and
awareness for the national death children’s society
(NDCS). The events took place on the 7th February raising
an impressive £2575.
On behalf of Shannon house, we would like to thank
everyone who donated and showed their support on the day, their contributions were much
appreciated. We even made it into the local news! We would also like to congratulate George Jones,
11s2 for reaching the live shows of BBCs ‘the greatest dancer’ with his dance troop Dark angels. The
whole school is very proud of his achievements and we look forward to see him at the worlds
competition.

THANK YOU FOR THE MUSIC
We were very lucky to receive some
generous donations of musical instruments
for the music department and a knitting
machine for textiles in February, these were
very much appreciated by both departments.
Many thanks to Mr & Mrs Hills who kindly
donated the Brother Knitting machine along
with books on textiles, two electric guitars,
an acoustic guitar, piano accordion & a
banjo.
We look forward to enjoying these more on
our return.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH BRONZE WALK
Mid March saw the last of the Duke of Edinburgh day walks, we will advise in due course if and when
the overnight expeditions can take place this year.
With 190 pupils and 30 staff and parents, it was a busy day in the Quantocks! The students all did a
great job of putting their navigation skills into practice, whilst the rain stayed away in the most part, it
was definitely muddy underfoot.
Stay safe everyone and we will update you when we know more.

YEAR 13 TRIP TO WE THE CURIOUS
In March all 37 Year 13 Biology students
attended a full-day workshop at We the Curious
in Bristol.
The workshop allowed students to extract and
explore their own DNA, identifying whether
their phenotype matched their genotype in
relation to the bitter-tasting chemical PTC
(phenylthiocarbamide).
Techniques included DNA extraction, the
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and gel
electrophoresis. We then discussed the possible
evolutionary significance of this characteristic
and debated the broader social, medical and
ethical implications of gene technology.
The day was a fantastic opportunity for handson experience and to really consider this rapidly
developing area of Biology.

YEAR 8 EDEN PROJECT TRIP

Earlier this month half the Year 8 Cohort from Lundy, Biscay & Fitzroy enjoyed a Geography field
trip to The Eden Project, this included a session in the classroom that contained information on why
rainforests were useful to us. Students then spent a large amount of time in the two biomes
(particularly the rainforest one), looking at ways in which the rainforest is linked to us.
Students were able to use the big viewing platform to see the height of the canopy – a highlight for
most. The biome was the most humid it has ever been there too, making for a truly authentic jungle
experience. Many realised why work is so slow in a jungle and how hard it can be to work and move
around normally in that amount of heat and humidity. A fascinating and slightly sticky day in
Cornwall for all the Year 8 students who attended.

JUMPERS NEEDED FOR MEND THE GAP
Mend the Gap is one of Gordano schools chosen charities. Their mission is to help individuals and
communities to mend the gap between cultures, religions, generations and people of different wealth
for the benefit of current and future generations.
They achieve this by creating links and building bridges between these different groups, communities
and individuals. We implement practical projects both in the UK and in Eastern Africa that aim to
eradicate poverty and advance education. Mend the Gap is linked to a number of schools in the south
west of the England.
Students from Gordano School and Clevedon School in North Somerset, visit the area annually to work
in the community and visit schools. We have been really well supported by local knitting groups and
enthusiastic knitters in the past. If you are able to help this year please follow this link for pattern
and wool details. We are aiming to deliver 120 jumpers by this July if possible. Please drop the jumpers off on 7th July with main reception. Many thanks in advance for your donations.
http://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/mend-the-gap-appeal-for-knitters-can-you-help/

