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OVER THE RAINBOW - DT SHOWCASE
A huge well done, to everyone who submitted pieces for our 'Virtual DT & Computing Showcase - Over
The Rainbow.' From bespoke hoodies, dress designs and overalls to magazine adverts, cartoon
characters and some highly skilled examples of students working with plastics, wood, and ceramics to
create an array of products. Gordano School has some really talented and creative students, thank you
to everyone who shared their efforts with us and apologies if you submitted work and we were unable
to include it in this particular video, we hope you all enjoy seeing how busy our students have been
developing their creative skills to help bring this together. Click on this LINK to watch the video.

Headteacher’s Blog
As we come to the end of the strangest and, in many ways, most
challenging school year that most of us have experienced, it is easy
to make the mistake of getting lost in the trees, and not stepping
back to recognise all that has been achieved in these few unique
months.
This newsletter illustrates just a few of the brilliant achievements
of our students in lockdown and gives a flavour of their response to
the challenges that have been thrown at them in these weeks.
Although we have missed them greatly, it has been wonderful to
see how many have adapted so well to the complete change in
their educational experience. But more than that, we have seen a
flourishing of independence, responsibility and community spirit
amongst so many of them that will stand them in wonderful stead
for their futures. This has been supported by the tireless efforts of
staff, to whom I am hugely grateful for all that they have done.
We have all learnt a lot over this time, but most of all we have
learnt of the importance of community and of supporting others,
even where we may not be able to do so in person.
We can’t wait for our school community to be back together again in September, and we will be
continuing to work over coming weeks to ensure that we are able to do so safely and in a way that best
allows students to flourish on their return.
Wishing everyone in our school community a wonderful summer break.

Diary Dates
Friday July 17th - LAST DAY OF TERM
Monday July 19th - INSET DAY
Thursday August 13th A Level Results Day
Thursday August 20th GCSE Results Day
Tuesday September 1st - INSET DAY
Wednesday September 2nd - INSET DAY

Thursday September 3rd - Year 7 & 12 in at 8:45am Photographs for Year 7
Friday September 4th All Year Groups in at 9.05am
Monday September 7th Year 12 Presentation to Parents - Virtual
Wednesday September 16th Year 11 Virtual Parent Information Evening
Thursday September 17th Year 7 Virtual Parent Information Evening
Wednesday September 23rd UWE Library trip TBC - Year 13
Thursday September 24th Year 9 Vaccinations
Thursday October 1st VIRTUAL OPEN EVENING for prospective Year 7’s

GORDANO STUDENTS EMBRACE #DofEwithadifference
During lockdown, lots of our pupils have been busy carrying on with their Duke of Edinburgh awards.
With restrictions disrupting lots of their activities, students have taken the initiative and have been
tackling many projects under the banner of #DofEwithadifference.
From helping neighbours and family, who are shielding at home, with shopping and errands to
volunteering at the local food bank; tutoring siblings at home and helping with online lessons. Many
students are changing their sport section to running and cycling with a number of students taking on
5k challenges and cooking and baking being a popular choice to do at home with families.
Students this year who complete all three sections at home (Volunteering, Skill and Physical) will be
awarded a Certificate of Achievement by the Duke of Edinburgh charity to recognise that they have
gone above and beyond to complete these sections during this challenging year. Pictured below is
Louis Vincent from Year 9. For his volunteering section Louis took on a ‘community support’ challenge
and he has been helping elderly neighbours with shopping and running a reading book exchange for
the street, collecting pre-loved books, sterilizing them and then making them available for his
neighbours to read during lockdown. Well done to Louis and all our students who have continued to
embrace completing their Duke of Edinburgh awards, despite the challenges of lockdown.

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK 2020
This May 18th—24th was Mental Health
Awareness Week. The theme for this year
was kindness. We asked Gordano students
to get involved and they fully embraced the
challenge. Helping neighbours in isolation,
supporting siblings with their learning,
taking over mealtimes to give family
members and parents a break. Its often the
small things that make a difference; many
students shared pictures, letters and
messages with friends and neighbours to
remind them how much we love them.
Many thanks to all the students who shared
their contributions and helped to make this
year’s MHAW one to remember.

HEGARTY MATHS SUCCESS
Congratulations to Lorna Barron in Year 11 who has
been awarded a Hegarty Maths Completer certificate.
For a 100% record in all tasks. Only a few students in
the country achieve this each year.
This is a great achievement in such a challenging
time. The school received a letter of congratulations
from Mr Hegarty himself and a certificate for Lorna.
Well done Lorna.

GORDANO STUDENT PLACED IN
YOUNG FASHION DESIGNER COMPETITION
Congratulations to Tom Hook in Year 10 who is studying Textiles at Gordano. Tom entered the
National Young Fashion Designer competition youngfashiondesigneruk.com at the beginning of the
month and was placed 4th out of 101 competitors within his category, a fantastic result, especially as
this is the first year he has competed!
The results of this years competition have been released. Entries were divided into North and South
regions, with the south covering Wales across to London and the South East, down into
Cornwall. Tom came joint 4th with his work being Highly Commended. Well done Tom great work
and a lovely contribution for your GCSE portfolio. More details here.

HOUSE FORECAST - YEAR 7 TRANSITION WORK

This month House Forecast would like to say thank you to a few helpers from Year 7. It has been a
busy but resourceful Term 6 and we would like to share a few things that we have been doing in order
to try and make the Year 6s (soon to become Year 7s) most welcome and excited about joining
Gordano in September.
We have been in touch with all of the Year 6 class teachers who are sending keen students our way,
and have been really excited to hear such wonderful things about the enthusiastic and energetic
group of young people that will become part of our school soon.
Many hours have been spent on site creating videos that we hope will help to alleviate some nerves
felt by prospective Year 7 students, and generate excitement instead. We would like to thank all
teachers who were kind enough to send in videos in support of this effort – some teachers have
already been ‘spotted’ by eager Year 6s in Portishead and told that they were recognised from their
video – what fame!
Two student stars worth a particular mention are Oliver Senior and Amber Smith (see photos), who
dedicated several hours to recreating ‘A Day in the Life of a Year 7’ – we are extremely grateful to
them.
Another few people we would like to thank are Jack Cartwright, Guy Guerrini, Rachele Snowden and
Louis Snow – who kindly volunteered their media skills and edited and produced these videos for us
under pressured time frames. Also – the site team have been invaluable – opening up areas of the
school ‘on demand’ so that we could make these videos safely and securely.
Lockdown has definitely taught us that we have many versatile skills that we never knew existed –
this being said – I don’t think any of the Year 7 team will be giving up their day job for an acting
career – maybe some of the student helpers may follow this path though.
Finally, before we settle down and re-group for the summer, we have also had the majority of
prospective Year 7s on site for a Welcome Talk and a tour of the site. It was great to meet our new
cohort and we know they will settle in brilliantly – having heard so many great things about them
from their Year 6 teachers.

YEAR 9 & 10 PHOTOGRAPHY PROJECT

CREATIVE ARTS EVENTS 2020-2021

The Creative Arts Faculty at Gordano has long been proud of its calendar of events. With a carol
service, two music concerts at Christmas and Easter, the school production in February, a dance
showcase in April, and the recently introduced Creative Arts Festival in July, there is a vast array
of opportunity for students and something for everyone to enjoy.
We remain as ambitious and determined as ever to showcase the creative talent and dedication of
our students, so we have penciled most of our usual events into the calendar at this stage. Quite
what lies ahead for us all next academic year remains unclear.
The most significant change concerns the school production. After the success of The Addams
Family in February, we have felt the enthusiasm from students and staff to tackle another large
scale musical. But we have decided against this given the recent school closure and the imminent
changes next year.
Instead, Miss Orlans (Head of Drama) would like to oversee a smaller scale drama showcase in
December, should the running of the school allow preparations from September. We are sorry to
disappoint so many who were knocking on the office door in March to find out about the next
show. We will do all we can to ensure Drama is represented next year, so keep an eye out for
details coming soon and many thanks for your continued support.

GORDANO STUDENT
ON BBC SPRINGWATCH
Well done to Thea Down from Year 9 who was
on BBC Springwatch in June for her work
helping to care for injured hedgehogs with
Beryl Casey in Portishead. Follow this link to
watch the show.

GORDANO SCHOOL COMMUNITY FUND UPDATE
As many of you are aware earlier this
year Gordano School Launched a
‘Community Fund,’ to help reduce the
impact of the current Coronavirus crisis
on the education and achievement for
children in the most disadvantaged
families at Gordano School.
We have had a fantastic response to our
request for help and since the campaign
launched in May we have raised an
impressive £1326. This is a great
achievement and will enable us to help
several disadvantaged students. We
would like to say a huge thank you to
everyone who has contributed so far. The
fund is ongoing as we hope to provide continuing support as different needs arise and as more
students may be impacted as the lockdown is eased. For more details on the campaign or to set up a
regular or one off donation please click here

GORDANO STUDENT SHORTLISTED FOR POETRY COMPETITION
Well done to Lucas Faram from Year 7 who has been shortlisted for the 2020 Live Canon Children’s
Poetry competition. Below is a copy of his submission.

We are in a rainforest, a muddy, endless place,
To which nobody pays attention to the vast landscape,
Fallen trees like soldiers, laying on the ground,
And frogs hopping around us, making their little croaky sounds.
Tall, brave trees surround us, fighting for the sun,
And tall brave soldiers are with us,
Like chess pieces, on a board.
Bugs crawl everywhere,
A sign of nearby life,
As we fight for endless seconds,
You realise where we are.
We are in a rainforest,
Just close your eyes, you’ll see,
And your eyes will open up,

To wilderness and nature,
The trees will soon grow back.

SIXTH FORM HOST FIRST EVER VIRTUAL INDUCTION WEEK
Earlier this term our sixth form team
embraced the virtual world to deliver an
extremely professional and informative
induction week to support Gordano and
new students hoping to join Gordano Sixth
Form in September 2020.
The event, which took place in June,
included a series of seven ‘Teams’
meetings, all hosted by current Gordano
sixth formers and staff on a wide range of
topics. From Sixth Form Life to Wellbeing,
Student Finance, Study Skills, Tutor Groups
and more.
The feedback from Year 11 has been really
positive with a high level of engagement
and lots of positive follow up calls after the
event. We are looking forward to welcoming our new sixth formers in person this September. Year 11
are currently working on summer tasks in their chosen subjects to prepare them for a return to study.

CROMARTY HOUSE RACE TO TOKYO
Full marks to the house captains of Cromarty who came up with this highly topical team challenge. In
recognition of the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo being cancelled, captains have set Cromarty house the
challenge of walking, running, cycling, rowing (on a rowing machine,) or for those lucky enough to
have access to a pool - even swimming. It is approximately 6,000 miles. There are just over 240 pupils
in Cromarty, excluding staff. Their challenge as a team (staff included,) is to see how far they can get
and possibly make it all the way.
Students and their families are already walking, running and cycling across the countryside. From
walking the dog, with family or friends or taking on a longer route logging miles as they go. Some
students are also raising sponsorship for Bristol NW food bank. Cromarty have chosen this charity as
during lockdown they were aware that some families are struggling to buy essentials such as food and
hopefully donations through Cromarty House can help make a difference. In recent weeks, they have
achieved over 1609 miles which is just over 25% of the journey. So far over 25 Cromarty students and
staff have joined in but we need more support Cromarty House so please join us. The deadline is
Thursday 3rd September, so you have the summer holidays to build up your miles. Last week’s stand
out performers include; Matilda Upton who walked 14 miles, Daisy Manners-Lolley who ran 65 miles
running and Mrs Rose who cycled 85 miles on her bike. Also pictured below is Ben Hartigan, racking up
the miles on his mountain bike.
Dust off those trainers Cromarty and join your teammates, there are only 4391 miles to go.

FIRST VIRTUAL FUTURES WEEK
Year 12 have just completed Gordano’s first virtual Futures Week, and logged in for a packed
programme to explore post 18 opportunities. As ever, our careers advice to students was to stay
curious and informed and they rose to the challenge.
Careers Advisor, Christie Dolling commented, “Our students involved themselves enthusiastically in
the week, engaging in a programme that included sessions such as:


Assessment and Interviews



Apprenticeship



Alumni Q&A



Personal Statement writing



How to get the best out of a virtual Open Day



Student Finance



Choose courses at competitive universities



Degree Apprenticeships



Entrepreneurship



Wellbeing – resetting for a return to Year 13.

We are so grateful for the involvement of former students, Exeter, Winchester and UWE universities
and apprenticeship providers such as Ernst and Young. Fabienne Vailes – author of ‘How to grow a
grown up’ and ‘The Flourishing Student’ also delivered sessions for students and parents.”

Ms Fairs, Head of Sixth Form added, “Delivering Futures Week virtually had the added advantage of
students being required to organise themselves in a way they will need to in Higher Education and
Employment – they didn’t disappoint and were extremely comfortable asking questions and sharing
their views across a variety of platforms. Links to all the sessions that took part are now available to
view on our website. For full details follow this link.’

DUKE OF EDINBURGH VOLUNTEER HOURS AWARD FOR
GORDANO STUDENTS
We were delighted to receive a certificate of
social value from the South West Duke of
Edinburgh’s office this week.
The certificate highlights the total hours DofE
participants from Gordano school have donated
to their local community in the last year. During
the year Gordano students contributed an
impressive 3,120 hours of volunteer work, which
equates to a social value of £13,572.00.
Well done to Mr Cartwright, all our staff
volunteers and our incredible DofE participants
who have made, and continue to make, such a
positive impact in our local community.

GORDANO STUDENT SUPPORTING THE NHS DURING COVID 19
Well done to Josh Mills in Year 12 who has taken
the initiative to go and support staff working at
Weston General Hospital during the COVID 19. Josh
has secured himself a role swabbing NHS workers
for COVID 19 and working with a crew mate in a
car home testing people who need to go in for
treatment.
Pictured here fully clad in PPE Josh is studying
Biology A level at Gordano. He took on the role to
help support the NHS as he was keen to gain some
hands on experience in a hospital as he is hoping
to become a paramedic or a physio on completing
his studies, though he hasn’t decided which yet.
Great work Josh and thanks for supporting our NHS
heroes.

ART & PHOTOGRAPHY DIGITAL EXHIBITION
As you could not come to see us, we are
bringing the fantastic achievements of our Art
students to you this year! Determined to
showcase our students' creativity, we have
produced Gordano's first online exhibition. All
year groups are represented, with more space
dedicated to year 11s and year 13s as
always. We were so disappointed for our leavers
in particular, who were unable to complete
projects on which they had worked so hard. We
hope this brings a little sense of satisfaction and
reward that they all deserve.
Click on the link below to access the 'entrance', where there is a welcome message and guidance.
Please note only some mobiles will support this link, so it is best viewed on a laptop/desktop
computer. Sound is beneficial but not essential. Click on this link to visit our gallery

CAN YOU CYCLE TO SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER?
In preparation for our ’new normal,’ and to help reduce the impact upon public transport and
expedite the return of all pupils to school, it will be necessary to take steps to both reduce the
demand for public transport and to help increase capacity within the system. Both will require action
on a national and local level. Schools have a critical role to play in supporting collaboration between
all parties; providers, local authorities, parents and pupils.
We all need to do our bit, and where possible we are asking for your co-operation with this by
encouraging your child(ren) to walk or cycle to school if they don’t already do so. To support those
planning on cycling to school, North Somerset Council are offering the following:
Bikeability - training courses in partnership with Lifecycle UK
Dr Bike Service/Visits - a cycle mechanic
will complete a thorough safety check and
carry out minor repairs to ensure bikes are
road worthy
It is hoped these can be delivered in the
October half-term - more information to
follow nearer the time. In addition, North
Somerset Council’s Free Adult Cycle Training
(recently featured on The One Show) has just restarted. For more information please see this link:

GORDANO SCHOOL BAND SELECTED FOR NATIONAL SHOWCASE

Congratulations to the Gordano School Concert Band. Their submission of a ‘Welcome to the
Jungle' lockdown video been selected for broadcast by Music For Youth. This is a national music
festival the band were due to be performing in this year before the lockdown arrived. The band
were part of the 30-minute show that aired at 5pm on Saturday 11th July, broadcast from their
YouTube channel here. This is a fantastic national exposure for the school and our super talented
musicians, well done to everyone involved, we are delighted for the recognition of all the hard
work and rehearsals that went into producing the piece. The original video submitted by the band
can be viewed here

BRILLIANT RESULTS FROM BRILLIANT CLUB STUDENTS
Congratulations to the 11 students in year 10
who successfully completed their assignments
for the Brilliant Club programme. This charity
works with schools and universities across the
UK to increase the number of pupils from underrepresented backgrounds progressing to
highly-selective universities. They do this by
mobilising the PhD community to share its expertise in state schools.
The title was ‘How urgent is action on climate
change?’, and they all received some very positive feedback from their mentor. The project
involved a lot of independent study and research, and the students did very well to manage this alongside all of their school work, and
the disruption of lockdown starting just as the
project was reaching its conclusion. A particular mention should go to Emily Beaton and Abi
Fitzpatrick who were awarded a 1st for their
projects. A huge well done to everyone who
took part.
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