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Addams Family Tickets on sale NOW
This February 4th – 7th inclusive Gordano school will be performing ‘The Addams Family,’ – a new
musical inspired by Marshall Brickman’s book, based on characters created by Charles Addams.
Almost 100 Gordano students ranging from years 7-13 have been involved since June of last year,
following in the memorable successes of School of Rock and Hairspray in recent years. Come along to
enjoy one of our four performances for yourselves and support the enormous effort invested by
students and staff. Everyone from our community is welcome and tickets are selling fast, so please
book soon to avoid disappointment. Tickets available from Gordano Shop on the website here :

Headteacher’s Blog
Firstly, can I wish all our families a very (and slightly belated)
Happy New Year. I hope that you all enjoyed a very restful and
enjoyable Christmas break.
Before looking forwards, I’d like to glance back to the end of last
term and, in particular, another stunning pair of Christmas
concerts. It was a brilliant end to an incredibly busy term and it
was such a pleasure to see so many students performing to such a
high standard, and clearly loving their music.
We have had a really good start to the New Year in school, with
many Year 13 students receiving offers from their chosen
universities, including the brilliant news that five of our Year 13
students have received offers from Oxford and Cambridge
Universities. Many congratulations to them, and to others who have
been receiving other offers.

skills training.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award season got underway last weekend,
with glorious sunshine overhead and lots of mud underfoot. We
have a record uptake of students this year, with over 120 signed up
for the Bronze Award, over 50 signed up for Silver and nearly 40 for
Gold. It’s going to be a very busy year, and it was lovely to see
students starting their expedition practice with their navigational

Year 11 collected their mock exam results at the end of the first week back, and Sixth Form students
have just completed their January assessments. They are all now embarking on the ‘big push’ towards
the summer exams, which are only some 12 school weeks away. We wish them well with a really steady
and sustained preparation period. I am hugely grateful to our teaching staff who will be supporting
them in so many ways over the coming few months. As parents and teachers, the support needed for
each student is different – whilst some need the reinforcement of the very simple relationship between
effort and results, many will need reassurance of the importance of sleep, nutrition and not overdoing
things during this intense period.
Finally, one of the big ‘set pieces’ of our school calendar is coming soon. Tickets for the School
Production of ‘The Addams Family’ are on sale now and we hope you’ll come join us to see the
culmination of months of hard work by so many students.

Diary Dates
Thursday 30th January - Year 7 Progress Evening
Tuesday & Wednesday 4th & 5th February - Year 8 Vaccinations
Tuesday 4th - Year 12 A Level Geography Field Trip
Tuesday 4th - 7th February - School Production - The Adams Family 7.00pm
Friday 7th February - Non school uniform day for National Deaf Children’s Society
Monday 10th –February - Parent Forum 6.00pm
Tuesday 11th February - Year 11 Futures Evening 2.00pm - 7.30pm
Wednesday 12th February - Year 8,9 &10 Dance Trip to Bristol Old Vic
Wednesday 12th February - IT Careers Networking Event 3.30pm - 4.30pm
Thursday 13th February - BBC School Report Practice Day
Friday 14th February - INSET DAY & HALF TERM
Friday 14th February - Year 12 & 13 Rome & New York Trips depart
Saturday 15th February - Ski Trip Departs

Monday 24th February - START OF TERM 4 & Year 11 Mock Exam Week
Thursday 27th February - Sixth Form English language Conference, London
March 2nd & 9th - Year 13 Biology Trip to ‘We The Curious’
March 3rd & 4th Year 9 Vaccinations

Gordano Student Sam Iles, Performs with Cory Brass Band
Congratulations to Gordano student Sam Iles from Year 13 pictured below (third from the left.) Sam
was recently selected to play as a percussionist for ‘The Cory Band.’ Based in South Wales, the band
are the current European, National, British Open and Brass in Concert titleholders, as well as being
the top ranked brass band in the world.
Sam is one of the busy team of percussionists, playing anything from drums to timpani, xylophone or
tubular bells and tambourine.
Also a member of Filton Concert Brass band in Bristol and the National Youth Brass Band for 3 years.
Sam’s musical talents have been recognised and as a result, he has been invited to play in concerts as
a guest player in their percussion section. The above performance was in St Mary's Church in
Bridgwater on December 1st where the band played to a packed audience, led by conductor Philip
Harper. The concert included an eclectic mix of music, from traditional pieces to popular music - a
particular highlight of the concert was a piece from Rudyard Kipling's "Jungle Book."
Sam comments, “It was a fantastic experience to play to such a large audience with the Cory band
alongside such talented musicians. I was playing with musicians who are at the very top of their
game. Everyone was really friendly and encouraging and it was a great event to be part of.”
Sam is due to perform with them again in Manchester later in January at a Brass Festival being held
at the Royal Northern College of Music and Drama, and at the Victoria rooms in Bristol on Sunday 2nd
February - tickets available from the Cory band website here: https://coryband.com/

GORDANO STUDENTS COOKING UP A STORM AT ROTARY
COOKING COMPETITION

Well done to five of our talented Year 10 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition students who took part
in the Rotary Young Chef Competition this term. Entrants had to prepare and cook a three-course
meal for two people with dishes ranging from soups, home-made gnocchi, pancakes and mousses.
All entrants performed excellently on the day giving the guest judges a difficult decision.
Congratulations to all our students, and good luck to Finn Best, 10F1 who will be representing the
school in the regional final soon. Finn’s winning menu included soup, home made rolls, spiced coconut
salmon and a tiramisu, it sounds delicious - good luck in the next round Finn and well done to
everyone else who took part.

HOUSE FORECAST - FITZROY
Hello from Fitzroy House , back from the Christmas break, we
have all made a really positive start to 2020.
Finn Rolling and Esme Audain (both 8F1) have carried on where
they left off as they continue to top the merit charts within
Fitzroy. Well done Finn and Esme.
Our House Captains, Helen Kearsley and Sinan Mumtaz and Vice
Captains, Annie Trevarthen and Joe Sands are working with a
group of year 8 students; Oscar Smith, Jay Hallett and Elliott
Barnard on our care and kindness theme. This term we are
focusing on ‘the appropriate use of social media’. The group
have been cutting together a video highlighting the pitfalls
associated with social media, with the aim of trying to educate
people on how to use it responsibly. The video will be launched
in the next couple of weeks, keep your eyes peeled to the
Gordano School twitter account, where we will launch it next term.
To continue our community theme; tutor groups within Fitzroy have been planning a range of charity
events, with the aim of raising as much money as possible for our chosen charity – St David’s Hospice.
This charity was chosen due to the level of support they provided for a member of the Fitzroy
community and Fitzroy wanted to raise money as a way of saying thank you.

YEAR 7 DISCO
Many Thanks to Oliver Spensley and his
Sixth Form team for hosting the Year 7
Disco last week. The main hall was
transformed for the evening, there was a
great atmosphere and some good tunes
coming from the stage.
This year the proceeds from the disco will
go to support our two Sixth Form charities;
Mend the Gap and Aid Box Community.
Over 100 Year 7s attended the disco and
the event raised an impressive £400 on
ticket sales and refreshments.

GORDANO STUDENT THROUGH TO LIVE SHOWS ON BBC’s
‘THE GREATEST DANCER’
Well done to George Jones from Year 11 who is currently taking part in BBC TV's "The Greatest Dancer".
George is a member of the Dark Angels Hip Hop dance crew based in Bristol. Their audition aired on
Saturday 25th January at 6:30 on BBC One. The crew made it though as Oti's first pick. Follow the link
below to see the episode for yourself. They were amazing, well done Dark Angels. The Dark Angels are
currently - Hip Hop World Champions - winning their title in Orlando last April 2019. Good Luck to
George and all the Dark Angels dancers for the remainder of the competition, tune in to watch them if
you can.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000dv2g/the-greatest-dancer-series-2-episode-4

WORK EXPERIENCE 2020 - DEADLINE EXTENDED
A number of Year 10 students have still
to finalise or confirm their Work
Experience placement for the summer
(29 June – 3 July). With this in mind we
are extending the Work Experience
deadline for paperwork confirming a
placement until Thursday 19th
March. Please do everything you can to
keep the Careers team informed of
plans / intentions around students Work
Experience and encourage your child to
keep approaching employers. Many
thanks for your support with this.

AVON SCHOOLS BADMINTON TOURNAMENT
Well done to all our Year 7 - 11 students who participated in the recent Avon Schools Championships.
Girls and boys teams in both categories qualified for the next round and Year 9 - 11 girls finished as
runners up. Good luck in the next round everyone.

FOOTBALL SUCCESS
Well scored to our boys and girls football teams earlier this month. Under 14 girls were through to the
last 8 for the English Schools Football Association matches earlier this month. Some great skills and
determination on show with a supportive team spirit throughout the games. The boys didn’t disappoint
either, the last North Somerset tournament for this group played on 21st January. The team were
unbeaten all afternoon and finished as winners. Many thanks to Worle PE for hosting the tournament.

HPV VACCINATIONS &
CORONAVIRUS GUIDELINES
Just to remind you that HPV vaccinations will be
available for Year 8 boys and girls on 4th & 5th
February 2020, consent forms have been sent out,
please return these as soon as possible.
Regarding Coronavirus guidelines, a letter was sent
home today, please take the time to read this. A copy
of the letter is available on firefly here.

OXBRIDGE OFFERS SECURED
A huge congratulations to our five Year 13 students who have successfully secured offers at Oxford and
Cambridge.
Beth Eastward-Dewing has been offered a place to read history at Cambridge (Murray Edwards
College) ; Alice Melson, to read education with psychology at Cambridge (Homerton); Ben Holmes has
an offer for French and Spanish, at Cambridge, (King’s); Harriet Piggott, has a place for Geography at
Oxford (Brasenose) and last but my no means least, Hannah Pullen, secured an offer for biochemistry at
Oxford. (St Edmund Hall).
All of the students who applied had to
endure a gruelling process beginning with
writing their applications for an earlier
deadline, sitting tests either in school,
before interview or on arrival at their
college. Finally students undertook a series
of interviews with an academic tutor and a
leading expert in their field.
To have impressed at all of these stages is
testament to their resilience, intellectual
rigour and passion for their subjects, we
wish them all the best for their A levels and
securing the grades required to take up
their places.

Knitters Needed for Mend the Gap
Mend the Gap is one of Gordano schools chosen charities. Their mission is to help individuals and
communities to mend the gap between cultures, religions, generations and people of different wealth
for the benefit of current and future generations.
They achieve this by creating links and building bridges between these different groups, communities
and individuals. We implement practical projects both in the UK and in Eastern Africa that aim to
eradicate poverty and advance education. Mend the Gap is linked to a number of schools in the south
west of the England.
Students from Gordano School and Clevedon School in North Somerset, visit the area annually to work
in the community and visit schools. We have been really well supported by local knitting groups and
enthusiastic knitters in the past. If you are able to help this year please follow this link for pattern
and wool details. We are aiming to deliver 120 jumpers by this July if possible.

http://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/mend-the-gap-appeal-for-knitters-can-you-help/

PRODUCT DESIGN IN ACTION
At the end of November thirteen Sixth form Product Design students attended an event hosted by the
University of Warwick, and TTP Education titled ‘Product Design in Action’. Along with many other
schools invited from across the UK, students were able to watch and listen to talks held by a series of
professional designers.
The talks ranged from speakers such as Wayne Hemingway, who discussed his career and how, with his
wife, they built their fashion business before selling and creating Hemingway design. Other speakers
included a Graphic designer and Social design professional.
Each speaker introduced their own profession, answering questions from students as well as presenting
some of the work that they have been involved in. Daniel Charney provided our students with great
ideas on how to look at individual problems that people suffer with, and how a community of students
and current designers in a group called ‘Fixperts’ are currently sharing their design solutions.
Anna Ploszajski is a materials engineer and through demonstrations, using chocolate bars, she
demonstrated to students how differing materials react under different stresses and strains. As well as
how, when faced with design problems, she needs to research materials to meet the requirements.
The day finished with Graham Potts, a Graphic designer, who with his company, ‘For people,’ have
worked for companies such as British Airways and Body Shop, helping to promote and rebrand parts of
their businesses. This was a fascinating day and a valuable experience for all students involved.

SHANNON HOUSE NON SCHOOL UNIFORM DAY IN AID OF
NATIONAL DEAF CHILDRENS SOCIETY (NDCS) - FEBRUARY 7th
The Shannon House Captains are running a whole school non –
uniform day charity event on Friday 7th February to raise money
for the National Deaf Children’s Society (NDCS) - Shannon House’s
chosen charity.
Last year our tutor, Mrs Hannam found out that her new born baby
was profoundly deaf. Mrs Hannam appeared on BBC Wales News in
an interview about the lack of funding for families needing to
learn British Sign Language (BSL). Mrs Hannam used NDCS to gain
support and guidance. This has inspired Shannon to organise this
day and they are asking that students donate £2 to this cause.

In addition to this, there will be a whole school focus on sign
language on the day as well as other charity activities taking
place.

