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ADDAMS FAMILY A SELL OUT SUCCESS
Well done to the cast, musicians, crew and staff who were responsible for the four fabulous
performances of The Addams Family. I was lucky enough to be there for the opening night, the music,
vocals, mime, dance and acting ability on display was second to none. Easily comparable with a top
class West End performance. A huge well done to all involved.

Almost 100 Gordano students ranging from years 7-13 were involved. Following in the memorable
footsteps of School of Rock and Hairspray in recent years. Addams Family proved to be monstrously
successful this year. Our thanks goes out to all the parents, friends, family and staff who came along
to watch the shows. Without your support it would not be possible to host such high calibre
performances each year.

Headteacher’s Blog
I hope that half term has provided you all with a ‘breather’ before
another very busy six weeks before Easter. We had three very
successful foreign trips over the break. The Business Studies
department explored New York, the History/Politics Departments
visited Rome and the annual ski trip again visited the Spanish
Pyrenees. As ever, the students conducted themselves impeccably
and they deserve huge credit, but I am particularly indebted to the
commitment of the staff for planning and leading the three visits
and delivering everyone home safely. It is a huge responsibility and
we are incredibly lucky to have staff who are willing to take this on
to provide these opportunities for our young people.
Before half term we saw the culmination of months of hard work in
our School Production of the Addams Family. I had to wait until the
final night to watch it, but was inundated with emails during the
week saying how the performances felt like being in the West End,
which it truly did. It was an absolute tour de force and I know
anybody who saw the show was absolutely staggered by the quality
of the production. Huge thanks to new director, Danielle Orlans,
and the brilliant Creative Arts team in putting on the most
fantastic show. The students involved, whether on or off stage,
should be hugely proud and I hope it is an experience that they will
never forget.
We also enjoyed two significant charitable events before the break. We held a whole-school nonuniform day in aid of the National Deaf Children’s Society (NDCS), led by Tutor Group 11S2, and our
Sixth Form RAG Week included a series of dressing up days, lunchtime and evening events all in aid of
two great causes; Mend the Gap (Kenya) and Aid Box Community in Bristol. I’m also really pleased that
the House ‘Care and Kindness’ projects are running well. In times when others’ lives and livelihoods
continue to be hugely affected by flooding, it acts as a reminder of the importance of reaching out and
supporting others when we can.
With the half term behind us we have tipped properly into the season of exam preparation. I remain
so impressed by the hard work and endeavour of the vast majority of our students, and especially those
with exams in the coming months. Many are attending extra sessions at lunch and after school and
putting into place consistent revision routines. Getting into those good habits now is important, not
least so that it avoids the last-minute panic that comes from leaving it too late. A reminder that there
is support available for students really feeling the stress in school, so please do encourage them to talk
to teachers and tutors. Wishing you all a happy and successful Term 4.

Diary Dates
Monday March 2nd & 9th - Year 13 Biology Trip to ‘We The Curious’

Tuesday & Wednesday March 3rd & 4th Year 9 Vaccinations
Thursday March 5th World Book Day
Friday March 6th & Tuesday 24th Year 8 Geography Field Trip to The Eden Project
Tuesday March 10th Year 12 Visit to UCAS Convention
Wednesday March 11th Year 10 Mock Interview Day
Thursday March 12th Year 8 Progress Evening 4.00pm - 7.30pms
Monday March 16th INSET DAY
Friday March 20th Sixth Form Photographs
Thursday March 26th Year 10 Progress Evening 4.00pm - 7.30pm
Monday March 30th Parent Forum 6.00pm

Tuesday & Wednesday March 31st & April 1st Spring Concert
Friday April 3rd Year 10 History Trip to Munich
Friday April 3rd LAST DAY OF TERM - Day ends at 2.30pm

GORDANO STUDENTS TAKING OFF TO THE GRAND FINAL OF
THE FLYING START CHALLENGE
For the fifth year in succession, our school has a team representing Gordano School in the Flying Start
Challenge Grand Final, which will take place in March at the Fleet Air Arm Museum in Yeovilton.
Three teams; ‘The Aviation Flyers’, ‘Flying High’ and ‘Flewber’ have, since the beginning of
November, been designing and building their hand held gliders. Competing at the Aerospace Bristol
Museum earlier this month, the teams flew their gliders against many other teams from schools in the
surrounding area, and even had the experience of flying them underneath the wings of Concorde.
As part of the competition, the teams had to present to a panel of engineers from companies who
supported the event. In the presentation, our students discussed what they had learnt, which
included the principles of flight, forces acting upon gliders during flight, as well as materials used.
Students also needed to demonstrate how well they had worked as a team, keeping within a budget
set and discuss how their ideas were developed and built.
When all the scores were added together at the end of the competition, The Aviation Flyers had won!
The team comprising of Jack Anstice, Oscar Smith, Harry Lyons and Hamish Bryant were awarded
many prizes including a drone and a model of an Airbus A350. All three teams were really competitive
in the fly off, while presenting with great maturity and interest in their team presentations.

MULTILINGUAL SPELLING BEE SUCCESS
The Year 7 Languages Spelling Bee Final Competition
took place on the 27th of January. It was really
impressive to see our Year 7 students translate and
spell some challenging words in Spanish and French
using the Spanish/ French alphabet and all at such a
fast speed.
A huge well done to all who participated in the final
and congratulations to Lucas (Spanish) and Mabel
(French) for achieving first place.

RAG WEEK - FUND RAISING FUN
With dress up themes ranging from goth and punk to cartoon characters and disco, Rag week certainly made an
impact this year. This included an eclectic mix of colourful costumes and the amusement factor of spotting
teachers in class or meetings, fully clad in fancy dress. Well done everyone for embracing RAG Week 2020.
Kicking off with a Quiz on the Monday, a staff versus student Dodge Ball match was held on the Tuesday,
Ragfest for Year 10 and above and a whole school Ragfair on the Wednesday. Finishing up with Karaoke for all
years on the Thursday.
During Ragfair each tutor group in Sixth Form had stalls with fundraising activities open to the whole school.
From a hula hoop challenge, to cake sales, waffle making, holding the ‘plank’ position, pop the balloon,
hotdogs and more .The Sixth Form raised over £1400.00 for Mend the Gap (Kenya) and Aid Box Community. A
colourful and fruitful week for our two chosen charities, many thanks to everyone who took part for all your
support.

NORTH SOMERSET RUGBY

Well done to our under 16s who played for Somerset County RFU Earlier this month. Well played everyone,
some fantastic Rugby skills on show. We are very proud of you all.

NORTH SOMERSET
TOURNAMENT WINNERS
Congratulations to our Year 9 Football team
who were Tournament winners earlier this
month, hosted by Backwell School. Four
matches were played in all. Gordano drew
in one match and won the remaining three,
well done everyone - it was great to watch
some impressive football skills on show.
Many thanks to our hosts Backwell and the
other teams Nailsea, Broadoak and Priory.

YEAR 7,8 & 9 GIRLS HOCKEY
Well played to all the girls in Year 7 , 8 & 9
who took part in a hockey fixture against
Nailsea school at the end of January. A great
effort from all involved and some impressive
team spirit and tactics displayed throughout
the games.

YEAR 9 VACCINATIONS
Just to remind you that Year 9 vaccinations will be
taking place Tuesday & Wednesday next week. Consent
forms have been sent out, please return these as soon
as possible.
Regarding Coronavirus, a guidelines update letter was
sent home this week, and we are updating the website
regularly, please take the time to read the updates. .

HOUSE FORECAST - LUNDY
Hello from Lundy House. This term and last we have been
focusing on our Care & Kindness project, led by our House
Captains, Katie Thomas & Elliot Whitmore. As part of this we
have been using our Friday tutor times to run sessions for all
tutor groups, participating in trust, care and kindness
activities together. See below our Circle of Trust. Impeccably
balanced and supportive, well done Lundy.
8L1 have also been busy baking, holding a successful cake
sale which raised significant funds towards our charity,
BeMoreBen.
On the sporting front, Lundy continues to lead the pack.
Following on from last year’s Sports Day success, we are
enthusiastically maintaining our winning streak. So far Lundy
has secured the Rugby & Cross Country trophies for this year.
We are currently first in the rankings and hoping to carry on
in a similar vein for the rest of the year.
A special shout out goes to Emily Edwards who represented Somerset Schools U16 in the semi finals
of the National Cup, and beat Dorset 3-1 to earn a spot in the National Cup Final against Lancashire.
Emily scored a wonderful goal! Also Year 8’s Piotr Petrinski has been selected to play for North
Somerset’s Under 13 and Under 14 Football teams. Well scored Piotr.

VET VISIT FROM GORDANO ALUMNI
Earlier this month Gordano Alumni, Lizzie Warnes, came back to school to run a Veterinary workshop
for Year 10,11 & 12 students who have expressed an interest in studying and working in Veterinary
science and the industry.
Lizzie spoke with students about her academic and workplace journey to becoming a vet. With a little
help from a few cuddly cats and dogs, during the session Lizzie set up pet patient, suture and
stethoscope stations and challenged students to try the equipment and diagnose what was wrong with
the animals.
The session finished with a Q&A to help students decide if this career path was a good fit for them. It
was a truly inspirational and interactive session . Many thanks Lizzie for taking the time to visit us and
inspire the next generation of vets and veterinary nurses.

YEAR 10 MOCK INTERVIEW DAY REMINDER
Just a little reminder for Year 10 students. Employers from
all over the area will be arriving to interview every Y10
student throughout the day on Wednesday 11th March.
If you have a child in Year 10, please discuss this with them.
We will be using the student’s prepared CV and covering
letter; worked on in their Employability lessons during
previous weeks. If they have not handed these two pieces in
please remind them to take them to the Careers Office as
soon as possible.
We will be asking for all our Year 10 students to wear
business attire for their Interview (although, please, do not
go to any extra expense for this).

TEATIME NETWORKING SESSION - COMPUTING & IT
Our last Teatime Networking session of the year proved just as popular as previous events. With a
record attendance, we went out with a bang.
Focusing on careers within the Computing & IT industries, representatives from this vast and varied
sector of employment came to share their expertise and knowledge with our students.
Students from Years 9 - 13 joined the session and rotated around the tables “speed dating style”,
asking questions and gaining as much information and understanding from our guests as possible, all
whilst enjoying tea and cake.
The event was very well attended and positive feedback was gained from both the employers and
students. One guest kindly commented:

“It is clear that you and your colleagues are supporting and encouraging your students to consider a
range of options as they plan their respective routes into the workplace.”
We would like to say a huge thank you to all the companies who supported us; Alliance Homes, C G I,
Computeam, Made By Curious, Signal Networks and Three Cherries, in what will be our last
Teatime event of the academic year. As we never tire of saying, events such as these would not be
possible without your valuable input.
Please, if you do have an area of interest you would like covered, do get in touch with the Careers Dept

KICKBOXING GOLD MEDAL WINS
FOR GEORGE
During mid February George Sherlock from Year 9
competed in the WAKO British Kickboxing
Championships.
He won 3 Gold medals, completing a clean sweep of
the 3 different kickboxing disciplines for his age
group and weight, Point Fighting, Light Continuous
and Kick Light. George is now eligible for selection to
represent Great Britain at the World Championships
in Serbia this August.
Gordano, his classmates and his coach, Nic from Epic
Martial Arts, are very proud of his accomplishments.
Lots of luck for Serbia, George and well done on your
recent wins.

SHANNON HOUSE NON SCHOOL UNIFORM DAY IN AID OF
NATIONAL DEAF CHILDRENS SOCIETY RAISES OVER 2.5K

This month Shannon House Captains threw themselves into a day of fundraising for the National
Deaf Children’s Society. The non-uniform day was inspired by student Ellie Coller, who wanted to
support the charity which helped her teacher Ros Hannam when she discovered her baby was born
profoundly deaf.
Ellie requested a non-school uniform day to raise money for NDCS as a way of giving back to
someone who has helped 'so much on her educational journey' after learning about baby Lola.
The event at the school raised more than £2,573 for the charity on February 7th.
Fundraising activities included a ‘soak the teacher event’. Students were taught basic sign
language and were encouraged to chat to the school's British Sign Language group about NDCS.
Teacher Ros Hannam said: "I was touched beyond words when the students told me they wanted to
raise funds for the National Deaf Children's Society because of Lola.
“NDCS events fundraising team member Claire Lubbock said: "I want to say a huge thank you to
Ellie and all the wonderful students and staff at Gordano School.”
"We are so grateful for all your efforts on our behalf, and I hope you all had a really great day and
gained more awareness about deafness in the process."
Later this year, the school will hold an assembly to highlight ways to support deaf children and
their families in the area. At the assembly, 10 students from the school's sign language lunchtime
club will perform a rendition of singer Labi Siffre's song ‘Something Inside So Strong’ in sign. Many
thanks to everyone who supported this event.

Welcome to the Gordano School Library newsletter for parents and carers, bringing you news of books
and events in the library as well as reading news.

World Book Day
World Book Day is on Thursday 5th March . There will be activities on the day in school and information
will come via tutor groups. Students will also receive their World Book Day £1 token (Years 7 to 11)
which will also be distributed during tutor time. These can be used towards the cost of any book worth
£2.99 and above (and will be accepted at our Book Fair later on in the term, see information in this
newsletter) or exchanged for one of the special World Book Day books in participating bookshops, and
some supermarkets. You can have a look at the list of books here: https://www.worldbookday.com/books/
You can also get involved in World Book Day at home by signing up to Share a Million Stories. Research
shows that sharing stories together has long-lasting effects on a child’s future and being read to is critical
in igniting enthusiasm for reading. However, sharing books at home drops drastically once children
become independent readers. Reading for pleasure is the single biggest indicator for success in life,
more than family circumstances, educational background, or income. Therefore, as part of celebrations,
the charity behind the biggest celebration of books and reading is calling on the nation to get involved
in an unprecedented mass super-share – and SHARE A MILLION STORIES. This will take place between 27
February and 29 March and aims to spread the love of books and reading for pleasure To read more
and/or register, please go to https://www.worldbookday.com/share-a-million-stories/

Book Fair
A Scholastic Book Fair will take place in the
library in the last week of March, with many of
the latest popular titles for sale. Students will
be able to use their £1 World Book Day Voucher
towards the cost of any book worth £2.99 and
above. More information is available on this link
on FireFly:
Students> School Library> Book Fair in the
Library

Like Harry Potter and not
sure what to try next? Check
out our new “What to read
after Harry Potter”
recommended list, available
on FireFly.

Tom Palmer
We were delighted to have a visit from Tom
Palmer who spoke to all our year 7 students
about sports, historical fiction and his life and
work as a writer. Our students really enjoyed
it. We have plenty of his books available to
borrow from the library.

For more library news & information …
Check out our Firefly pages, where there is a
whole section for parents, and our blog:
https://gordanolibrary.home.blog/

Year 7 Reading Challenge
Two tutor groups have now read the height of a year
7 student. Congratulations to 7B2
who were the winners and 7F3
who secured second place in the
challenge. It’s not too late for
students to take part; the prize
with the most participants in a
tutor group is still up for grabs,
with 7L1 and 7F3 leading at the
moment. All students need to do,
to ensure their tutor group is in
the running is to read at least one
book and have it recorded in the
library. Just bring the book in so
we can photocopy its spine. The
challenge ends on March 20th so
there is still plenty of time! Many
students have already got involved
and so far the books read and
recorded add up to an amazing
98,000 pages read! Well done to
all participants so far!

