
History AQA GCSE Specification 

Mindmaps and Keywords

What is in this booklet: 
• This booklet has 13 of the 14 parts of the History GCSE content. You have separate resources for 

the Elizabethan Historic Environment. 
• The specification is what the exam board says you need to know about and therefore what exam 

questions might be about. 

How to use this booklet: 
Steps 1 & 2 might be a 20-30 minute process. Steps 3 & 4 might take a couple of 30 minute sessions, 
depending on how much you have to fill in the gaps for that topic. Space out the steps and don’t 
avoid the exam questions in step 5 & 6! 
1. Just using your brain – write as much information onto the mindmap as possible, it might be 

full details, it might just be small parts you remember. 
2. In another colour – use the keyword grid to prompt your brain, add to the mindmap any 

keywords and further details that come to mind. Start with the bold underlined ones as these 
are the core knowledge. Tick them off as you use them. 

3. By now you will have highlighted areas of strength and gaps in your knowledge that need 
filling in. Using your folder with classwork or a revision guide, add in detail starting with the 
areas with the biggest gaps. Use a different colour again. 

4. Go back to the keyword grid and see if this process has meant you can tick off a few more. 
5. Now would be a good time to practice an exam question on the topics you covered in steps 1 

to 4. Either build up slowly by planning the content and giving yourself more time than in the 
exam or redoing questions from mocks from yr10 and 11. As you get to Easter try to make sure 
practice questions are as close to exam conditions as you can. 

6. Once you complete a question highlight the key details you used from your steps 1-4 revision. 
Add in any detail you think fits. Any exam question you do, bring them to your teachers to get 
some feedback on how you are getting along. Little and often is better. 

Other suggestions for revision are at the end of this booklet.



Paper 1 Section A 
Part one: American people and 

the 'Boom'

stock market 
boom.

The ‘Boom’: 
benefits, advertising 
and the consumer 
society; 

hire 
purchase; 

mass production, 
including Ford and 
the motor industry; inequalities 

of wealth; Republican 
government 
policies; 

Social and cultural 
developments: 

entertainment, 
including cinema and 
jazz;

the position of 
women in society, 
including flappers.

the Red Scare and 
the significance of 
the Sacco and 
Vanzetti case.

Divided society: 

organised crime, prohibition 
and their impact on society; 

the causes of racial tension, 
the experiences of immigrants 
and the impact of 
immigration; 

the 
Ku 
Klux 
Klan; 



Paper 1 Section A pt one: American people and the “Boom”

Herbert 
Hoover

Bootlegger Laissez - faire Consumer 
goods 

Republican 
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Prohibition dividend
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Constitution “Open Door” 
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Chaplin
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State 
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Mass 
production 

Jazz Lynch 

Early 
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Star system Segregate Communism The Hays 
Code 

Red Scare WASPs

Supremacy Gangster KKK Talkies Speakeasy Palmer Raids Sacco & 
Vanzetti 

Moonshine Import 
duty/tariff 

shareholder Anarchist Trade union Stock market 

Al Capone American 
Dream 



Paper 1 Section A
Part two: Bust – Americans' 

experiences of the Depression 
and New Deal

American society during the 
Depression: 

unemployment;

farmers; 
businessmen; 

Hoover’s responses 
and unpopularity; 

Roosevelt's 
election as 
president.

The effectiveness of the 
New Deal on different 
groups in society: 

successes and limitations 
including opposition towards 
the New Deal from Supreme 
Court, Republicans and Radical 
politicians; 

Roosevelt's 
contribution 
as president; 

popular 
culture.

social developments, 
including experiences of 
African-Americans and 
women.

The impact of the Second 
World War: 

America’s 
economic 
recovery; 

Lend 
Lease; 

exports; 



Paper 1 Section A.  Part Two: Americans’ experience of the Depression & New Deal

Hoover unemployment Tariffs CCC

Great Depression Rosie the Riveter Over- farming

TVA Republican Roosevelt Dust bowl

Lend-Lease Alphabet Agencies Stock Market

“Fireside chats” Comic books 

Democrat Double V Campaign- 
Washington march 

Supreme Court “rugged individualism” NBC & CBS

Over production Huey Long Drought 

AAA New Deal mortgages Wall Street Crash 

Depression “Share our Wealth” NIRA Neutrality Act 

Hobos The Hundred Days War industries Bonus Marchers Hoovervilles

Pearl Harbour “talkies” isolationism War Production Board

WACs & WAVES NAACP Breadlines 



Paper 1 Section A
Part three: Post-war America

Post-war 
American society 
and economy: 

consumerism and the 
causes of prosperity; 

the 
American 
Dream; 

McCarthyism; 

popular culture, 
including Rock and Roll 
and television.

Civil Rights 
Acts of 1964 
and 1968.

Racial tension and 
developments in the Civil 
Rights campaign in the 1950s 
and 1960s: 

Segregation laws; 

Martin Luther King 
and peaceful 
protests; 

Malcolm X and 
the Black Power 
Movement; 

the National Organisation 
for Women, Roe v Wade 
(1973), the Supreme 
Court ruling on equal 
rights (1972) and 
opposition to Equal Rights 
Amendment.

America and the ‘Great 
Society': 

the social policies of 
Presidents Kennedy and 
Johnson relating to poverty, 
education and health;

the development and 
impact of feminist 
movements in the 
1960s and early 1970s, 
including the fight for 
equal pay; 



Paper 1 Section A Part 3: American post-war society 
Truman ERA McCarthyism Hollywood Ten Baby Boom Black Panthers Rosa Parks
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bus boycott
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Direct action Constitutional Feminist 
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dream…’
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Rosenbergs
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Part one: The origins 
of the Cold War

effect of the dropping of the 
atom bomb on post-war 
superpower relations.

The end of the Second World War: 

Yalta and 
Potsdam 
Conferences; 

the division of 
Germany; 

contrasting attitudes and 
ideologies of the USA and the 
USSR, including the aims of…   

…Stalin,
Churchill,

Roosevelt, 

Attlee 

and Truman;

the Berlin Blockade 
and Airlift.

The Iron Curtain and the evolution of East-West rivalry: 
Soviet expansion in 
East Europe; 

US policies; the Truman 
Doctrine and 
Marshall Plan: 
their purpose and 
Stalin’s reaction; 

Cominform; Comecon; Yugoslavia;



Part one: The origins of the Cold War

Yalta Potsdam Churchill Atlee Roosevelt Truman Stalin 

Federal 
Republic of 
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Truman 
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Blockade
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Superpower Cold War United 
Nations 

VE Day VJ Day Dollar 
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Communism 

Poland Greece Big Three War criminals Enola Gay Long 
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Part two: The 
development of the 

Cold War

and by the Vietcong 
against France and the 
USA.The significance of events in Asia for 

superpower relations:

USSR's support for Mao Tse-
tung and Communist revolution 
in China, 

and the military campaigns 
waged by North Korea 
against the UN 

Military 
rivalries: 

the arms race; 

membership and 
purposes of NATO 
and the Warsaw 
Pact;

the space race, 
including Sputnik, 
ICBMs, Polaris, 
Gagarin, Apollo.

the U2 Crisis and 
its effects on the 
Paris Peace 
Summit and the 
peace process.

The ‘Thaw’: 

Hungary, the 
protest movement 
and the reforms of 
Nagy; 

Soviet fears, how they 
reacted and the 
effects on the Cold 
War; 



Part two: The development of the Cold War

China Mao Tse-tung nationalists Treaty of 
Friendship 

Taiwan Korea United Nations 
Security Council 

France Eisenhower NSC-68 Guerrilla 
Warfare 

Domino Theory ‘Secret speech’ Paris Peace 
Summit 

Warsaw Pact Syngman Rhee United Nations 
veto

Sputnik General 
MacArthur 

Ho Chi Minh trail Apollo

Ngo Dinh Diem De-Stalinisation Yuri Gagarin JFK Khrushchev Kim Il Sung Valentina 
Tereshkova

Neil Armstrong Chiang Kai-shek Korean War Laika the dog 38th parallel Peaceful co-
existence 

Brinkmanship 

16000 advisors Hungary ICBMs Manhattan 
Project 

Vietnam Polaris Nagy 

M.A.D. Ho Chi Minh Vietcong Rakosi U2 Crisis Hotline Partial test ban 
treaty 

Suez crisis ‘thaw’ Budapest Gary Powers 



Part three: 
Transformation of the 

Cold War

Berlin Wall

reasons for its construction

Kennedy’s response.

Easing of 
tension:

sources of tension, including 
the Soviets' record on human 
rights;

the reasons for 
Détente and for 
SALT 1;

the part played by 
key individuals 
Brezhnev and Nixon.

the Brezhnev 
Doctrine.

Czechoslovakia:

Dubeck and the 
Prague Spring 
movement;

the effects the Prague Spring had 
on East-West relations, including 
the Warsaw Pact;

Tensions over Cuba, 
including Castro’s 
revolution, the Bay of Pigs 

and the missile crisis:

the roles of Castro, 
Khrushchev, Kennedy; fears of the USA and 

reaction to missiles on 
Cuba;

dangers and 
results of 
crisis.



Part three: Transformation of the Cold War

Berlin Wall Brain drain Vienna 
Summit 

Dubcek 

Batista Turkey October 1962 13 days Embargo DEFCON

Exiles Novotny Checkpoint 
Charlie

Fidel Castro U2 Bay of Pigs 

Czechoslovakia “Ich bin ein 
Berliner”

ExComm ‘Socialism 
with a human 
face’

Robert 
Kennedy 

USS Randolph Leonid 
Brezhnev

blockade Los barbudos Quarantine Prague Spring 

Lyndon B 
Johnson 

Nixon Brezhnev
doctrine

Human rights detente SALT I

‘Ping Pong’ 
Diplomacy 



Part one: 
Challenging 

authority and 
feudalism

Constraints on kingship

the barons’ dissatisfaction with 
King John’s rule and its resolution;

Magna Carta, its terms and its 
short and long-term impact.

The origins of 
parliament

issues between King 
Henry III and his 
barons; 

the role of Simon de 
Montfort; the Provisions of Oxford 

and the Parliament of 
1265 and their short and 
long-term impact.

Medieval revolt 
and royal authority

the social, economic 
and political causes 
of the Peasants 

Revolt; 

actions by rebels and 
government; 

impact of the 
Peasants' 
Revolt.



Paper 2 : Shaping the nation Section A – Britain: Power and the people

Part One: Challenging authority and feudalism 1215-1381 

Magna Carta Stephen Langton Peasants’ Revolt Siege of 
Rochester 

Henry III

Model 
Parliament 

Statutes of 
Labour 

Burgesses Mass

Provisions of 
Oxford 

Poll tax Scutage Hundred Years 
War

The Barons’ 
Wars 

The Great 
Council

King John Wat Tyler Villeins Black Death 

Battle of Lewes Richard II John Ball Crusades 

Henry II Feudal system Richard the 
Lionheart 

Pardons Rochester castle

Robert 
Fitzwalter

Excommunicate Prince Louis Simon De 
Montfort

Battle of 
Evesham



Part two: 
Challenging 

royal authority

Popular uprisings against the Crown

the social, economic, religious and 
political causes of the Pilgrimage 
of Grace

the implications for royal 
authority

Divine Right 
and 
parliamentary 
authority

the causes of the 
English Revolution;  

the New Model Army 
and the development 
of political radicalism 
during the Civil War 
era;

the short and long term 
impact of the English 
Revolution, including the 
significance of trial and 
execution of Charles I and 
Oliver Cromwell and the 
Commonwealth.

Royal authority and 
the right to 
representation the causes of the 

American Revolution 
including the 
relationship between 
the government and 
people;

impact and 
significance 
of the 
American 
Revolution.

Henry VIII and his government’s 
reaction and the impact of the 
uprising.



Paper 2 : Shaping the nation Section A – Britain: Power and the people

Part Two: Challenging authority and 1536-1776

Rump Parliament Anne Boleyn Boston tea party Putney Debates 13 colonies 

Reformation 11 year tyranny Pontefract castle George Washington John Hampden 

Battle of Yorktown Protestant Battle of Naseby Pilgrimage of Grace Protectorate

Lord Darcy Henry VIII

Pilloried Act of Supremacy James I

Archbishop Laud Catherine of Aragon Robert Aske Ship Money Thomas Cromwell 

Short parliament French Revolution Henrietta Maria 

New Model Army John Pym Puritans 

Cavaliers & 
Roundheads 

Charles I Oliver Cromwell 

“Pride’s Purge” The Levellers Dissolution of the 
monasteries 

Star Chamber Declaration of 
Independence 

Duke of Buckingham Lexington incident 



Part three: 
Reform and 
reformers

The extension of the franchise:

radical 
protest; 

Protest and 
change: 

the Anti-Corn Law 
League;

social reformers.

Workers 
movements: 

Chartism, causes, actions and 
impact.

factory reformers; 

campaigning groups and their 
methods and impact, including 

the Anti-Slavery 
movement; 

the development of trade unionism 
and its impact, including: 

new unionism, 
including: 

Grand National 
Consolidation 
Trades Union 
(GNCTU), 

Tolpuddle 
Martyrs, 

New 
Model 
Unions 

the match 
girls’

dockers' 
strikes.

the Great Reform Act

causes

impact, 
including 
further reform;



Paper 2 : Shaping the nation Section A – Britain: Power and the people

Part Three: Reform and reformers 19th Century

Equiano Match girls’ strike Copenhagen fields Combination Acts 

Docker’s strike Tolpuddle Martyrs Annie Besant New Model Unions Luddites 

Secret ballot Chartists Robert Owen Birmingham Political 
Union 

Feargus O’Connor 

Free trade Factory Acts Potato famine Mines Act 

Hannah Moore French Revolution Kennington common 

Great Reform Act 3 petitions Six Acts 

Cobden & Bright Pocket borough Clarkson Rotten boroughs 

Robert Peel Peterloo William Lovett Maroons & rebellions Corn Laws

ASE Wilberforce Michael Sadler Whig & Tory Anti- Corn Law 
League 

Quakers Chadwick Abolition of slave 
trade 

Poor Law 
Amendment Act 

Josephine Butler Progressive National Chartist 
convention 

Granville Sharp 

New Unionism Lord Shaftesbury Swing riots Cooperative 
movement 

Elizabeth Fry 

GNCTU Earl Grey Evangelicals 



Part four: 
Equality and 

rights

Women’s rights: 

the campaign for 
women’s suffrage, 
reasons, methods and 
responses; 

role of individuals, 
including the 
Pankhursts;

Workers’ 
rights: 

trade union reform 
in the late 20th 
century.

Minority 
rights: 

the reasons for the 
extension of the 
franchise and its 
impact;

the General Strike 
(1926), actions, 
reactions and 
impact; 

the development of 
trade unionism and 
its impact, 
including: 

the development of 
multi-racial society since 
the Second World War;

progress towards 
equality in the second 
half of the 20th century.

discrimination, 
protest and 
reform; the Brixton Riots, 

their impact, 
including the 
Scarman Report.



Paper 2 : Shaping the nation Section A – Britain: Power and the people

Part Four: Equality and rights 20th Century

“Winter of 
discontent” 

Militancy Divorce Reform Act 

NUWSS Racial profiling Sex Discrimination 
Act 

Arthur Scargill

Equal Pay Act Trades Union Act Enoch Powell Closed shop and 
secondary picketing 

WSPU Herbert Asquith Notting Hill riots Harold Wilson 

Margaret Thatcher Stephen Lawrence Emergency Powers 
Act 

Emily Wilding 
Davison 

“Black Friday” Commonwealth 
Immigrants Act 

British Nationality Act Nationalisation Hunger strike General Strike “White flight” 

9 days Representation of 
the Peoples Act 

Employment Acts Emmeline Pankhurst Women’s Freedom 
League 

Suffragettes National Front Coal mines 
nationalised 

Brixton Riots 

TUC Battle of Lewisham Cat & Mouse Act Scarman Report 



Part one: Elizabeth's court and 
Parliament

key 
ministers.

Elizabeth I and her court:

background and 
character of Elizabeth I; 

court life, including 
patronage; 

the strength of Elizabeth’s 
authority at the end of her reign, 
including Essex’s rebellion in 1601.

The difficulties of a female ruler:

relations with 
Parliament; the problem of 

marriage and the 
succession; 



Part 1: Elizabeth’s Court and Parliament

Treason Royal Court Anne Boleyn Bloody Mary Parliament

Privy Council Lord 
Lieutenants

Justices of the 
Peace (JPs)

Patronage William Cecil

Francis 
Walsingham

Succession Robert Dudley King Phillip II Francis, Duke 
of Anjou and 

Alencon

Duke of Norfolk Northern 
Rebellion 

1569

Durham 
Cathedral

Earl of Sussex

Earl of 
Westmorland

Earl of 
Northumberland

Roberto 
Ridolfi

Robert 
Devereux – Earl 

of Essex

Monopoly

Robert Cecil



Part two: Life in 
Elizabethan times

attitudes to 
the theatre.A ‘Golden Age’: 

living standards and 
fashions; 

growing prosperity and 
the rise of the gentry; 

the Elizabethan 
theatre and its 
achievements; 

the reasons for 
government action 
and the seriousness of 
the problem.

The poor: 

reasons for the 
increase in 
poverty; 

attitudes and 
responses to poverty; 

the role of 
Raleigh. 

English sailors: 

Hawkins and Drake; 

circumnavigation 
1577–1580, voyages 
and trade; 



Part 2: Life in Elizabethan times

The Great 
Chain of Being

Gentry Nobility

ruff Whitened 
faces

Golden Age

Armada 
portrait

Propaganda The Globe 
Theatre

Gloriana Alchemy

Enclosure Rack renting 2.8m to 4m Deserving poor Undeserving 
poor

Almshouses Soap-eater Idle poor Vagabond Bedlam

House of 
Correction

license 1601 Poor 
Law

Helpless poor Able-bodied 
poor

Idle poor Francis Drake Privateer John Hawkins Astrolabe

Golden Hind Martin 
Frobisher

Trading 
companies

Walter Raleigh



Part three: Troubles at home 
and abroad

Elizabeth and her 
government's responses 
and policies towards 
religious matters.

Religious matters: 
the question of religion, 
English Catholicism and 
Protestantism; 

the Northern 
Rebellion;

Elizabeth's 
excommunication; 

the missionaries; 
Catholic plots and 
the threat to the 
Elizabethan 
settlement; 

the nature and ideas 
of the Puritans and 
Puritanism; 

execution and its 
impact.

Mary Queen of Scots: 
background; 

Elizabeth and 
Parliament’s 
treatment of Mary; 

the challenge 
posed by Mary; 

plots;

the defeat of 
the Spanish 
Armada. 

Conflict with Spain: 
reasons; 

events; 

naval warfare, 
including tactics 
and technology; 



Part 3: Troubles at home and abroad

Religious 
Settlement

Book of 
Common 

Prayer

Recusant Papal Bull

Excommunication Religious laws 
1581, 1585, 

1593

Throckmorton 
Plot

Babington Plot Jesuits

Counter-
reformation

Cardinal 
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Edmund 
Campion

Puritans Prophesyings

John Field Mary Queen of 
Scots

Lord Darnley Coded letters 8th February
1587

Fotheringhay 
Castle

Martyr Armada

Fireships Cadiz 1587 Duke of Parma Duke of Medina-
Sidonia

Battle of 
Gravelines

65 out of 151 Crescent 
formation
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