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understanding of history is to make

sure you are confident with the big

M.i n d m a p S a n d Keywo rd S ‘overview’ story before you begin

@

Qvising individual topics.

What is in this booklet:

* This booklet has 13 of the 14 parts of the History GCSE content. You have separate resources for
the Elizabethan Historic Environment.

*  The specification is what the exam board says you need to know about and therefore what exam
guestions might be about.

How to use this booklet:

Steps 1 & 2 might be a 20-30 minute process. Steps 3 & 4 might take a couple of 30 minute sessions,
depending on how much you have to fill in the gaps for that topic. Space out the steps and don’t
avoid the exam questionsin step 5 & 6!

1. Just using your brain — write as much information onto the mindmap as possible, it might be
full details, it might just be small parts you remember.

2. In another colour — use the keyword grid to prompt your brain, add to the mindmap any
keywords and further details that come to mind. Start with the bold underlined ones as these
are the core knowledge. Tick them off as you use them. p

3. By now you will have highlighted areas of strength and gaps in your knowledge that need
filling in. Using your folder with classwork or a revision guide, add in detail starting with the )
areas with the biggest gaps. Use a different colour again.

4. Go back to the keyword grid and see if this process has meant you can tick off a few more.

Now would be a good time to practice an exam question on the topics you covered in steps 1
to 4. Either build up slowly by planning the content and giving yourself more time than in the |
exam or redoing questions from mocks from yr10 and 11. As you get to Easter try to make sure l

Y
Research

like a Historian

[ Write

like a Historian

el

practice questions are as close to exam conditions as you can.

6. Once you complete a question highlight the key details you used from your steps 1-4 revision.
Add in any detail you think fits. Any exam question you do, bring them to your teachers to get
some feedback on how you are getting along. Little and often is better.

Other suggestions for revision are at the end of this booklet.
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The basics

Simply, make sure you eat, sleep a

a) H©

Umit distactions e mcee bt
ﬁ L~
1 |4

('- - - - Interleaving and Spacing

Don'’t revise your all topics in one go (cramming), you should revise

‘chunks’ of a topic for small amounts of time (15 minutes) and then

move onto another ‘chunk’ from a different topic. :

: This will improve your memory!

e.g. 15 minutes  Drake and voyages. i

How to use in history i
w

© 1.Create a revision plan to cover topics you need to cover (least confident first!) and then go
back over them again later. Spread our your learning in small sections, 5 hours to 5 x 1 hour

Flash cards o Using Flashcards N\
Simply create with questions on side and :""‘f th Lem:’er 'r;‘;: °: g d‘;""‘ ShieVidso Helow
answers on the other side. You can colourcode | v lac) navdle ] hitps://voutu be/C20EvKtdiwa, °Y0u|'llbe :

for specific topics and quiz yourself or others. :
You can also create excellent flashcards online or :
Post its can be also useful for key words and timelines on your phone using Quizlet ° H
How to use in histo which also had an app. QU'Zlef i

There are a variety of ways to use flashcards in revision for the skills you need s

Key Terms Causation Judgments m Narrative .
Create for Create for the Create an agree or Creats o show a :
key words causes of events .
and terms

disagree argument narrative of
or progress agalnst a quote m events in order

Retrieval practice T Teoes.

P Types
Testing what you know is a powerful tool in revision, the effort There are a number of types you can create:
to b hing really strengthens your memory

* Multiple Choice Questions
Apps such as Memrise and Quizlet allow you to use or create * True or False
your own quizzes based on topics. * Short Explanation Questions
Create them, test yourself or get someone to test you, it's works! * Odd One Out
How to use in histo * If this is the answer then what is the question
Spaced Knowledge Organisers Factors/Causes/Consequences Examples H
Test on old and new Use to create ‘must know’ To identify 2-3 factors, causes of an ‘Give two examples |
topics mixed up quizzes for a topic event/person e.g. The rising against Tostig of...."

Least effective ~
' Three commaon revision technigues that are LEAST effective in helping you revise are: Jx

. *Highlighting texts

*Re-reading

*Surnmarising test

These can be @ Starting point (eg. The Big Picture or Conrnell Notes), but there are far more

effective ways to then move this g J

The Big Picture Example of Big picture

e best way to aid your
understanding of history is to make
sure you are confident with the big
‘overview’ story before you begin
revising individual topics.

1.Create a timeline to identify the key events in a
topic and colour code the themes. Eg. Elizabeth and
her difficulties reigning

2. Mapping out what you can remember abou
a topic before you start, e.g. Elizabeth Court
and Parliament

ln e Cornell Notes

: ™ clll'ﬁ.“ Notes :‘_‘_ = This method can be used in your revision books as a great method

: - T to get you to think' about your revision, Simply split your page into

. o 3 sections as shown on the diagram on the left:

a2 """“‘tm :.Eim‘;:‘:l;am#ﬂﬂﬂ *  Note Taking

. s o * Cues

: S * Summary

- — How to use in history

: iy ol o (O I s o words Use it to summarise a whole topic or theme, for example

L * What were the main features of the Galden Age? H

: » Honw did Elizabseth maintain pawer? H
& Hoow i Elizabseth respond to poverty ? j

Dual Coding T
Dual Coding

& Dual coding' is the mathod of putting your knowledge
i “-.h inta visual form alengside words. 1t increases the
n% chaness of you remembering it

An example might be creating a comic st

arcund Mary Queen of Scots

- How to:

- 1MUse simple drawings with
ratching simple descriptions

- 2. The drawing should represent your
understanding of the topic

Ve Diogram
—
Graphic organisers are a great way of ‘transforming” your | 6)
netes/finfarmation into visual revision topics. S
They can be used to create links, show a narrative, identify the
causes/consequences and importance of something,

How to use in history

1. Causation — Create a visual flow diagram of the
chronological events in a time period e.g. American West

2. Change and Continuity — Create a Venn diagram to show —
what changed and did not in medical time pericd pider o

i

A

{00
ofafj0e

L RVR!

1
vl

3. Concept Mapping— At the end of 3 week, mind map all you 'lg_,,I
can remember about a topic and link area together. Then T
w to your mind map using a different colour using notes =1
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