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Carol Service & Christmas Concerts
Many thanks to all the students and staff who worked so hard to deliver a stunning Carol Service and
School Concerts this month. See Above Christmas Concert rehearsals in full swing. I hope everyone
enjoyed last nights performance.
Earlier this month, St Nicholas Church provided the perfect back drop for our Carol Service. Students
performed classical carols, reimagined barber shop numbers, African lullabies, contemporary concert
music and personal compositions.

The Church was packed with members of the local community and Gordano students from Years 7 to 13.
Almost 100 students took part. A real highlight of the evening was a cornet solo from Year 10 student
Adam Iles, accompanied by the Gordano School Concert Band in a performance of ‘First Light.’ You
could hear a pin drop as he held the audience’s attention in this beautifully performed lyrical piece.

Headteacher’s Blog
As I write this on the eve of a December General Election and after
a long year in politics, the arrival of the festive cheer of Christmas
season has been particularly welcome! We have, however, been
engaging our school community in this really important national
moment, with a ‘Gordano School’ Election (results to be announced
once the polls have closed tomorrow!) and lunchtime visits from all
four parliamentary candidates for the North Somerset
constituency. The Sixth Form Hall has been packed out by Sixth
Form and Year 11 students putting the candidates through their
paces with some very thoughtful and informed questions.
We enjoyed another beautiful Carol Service in a packed St.
Nicholas’ Church to kick off our Christmas season last Monday, and
next week sees our two ever-popular performances of the
Christmas Concert. We are in the debt to Mr Guerrini and Mr
Humphries for masterminding another incredible festive season of
music.
This rounds off two incredibly busy terms both in and outside the
classroom. Year 11 students completed their mock exams last
week. They conducted themselves brilliantly all week and I hope
that they take as many lessons from the experience as possible. Year 13 have been finalising their
university applications, with a number of students travelling across the country in recent weeks to
interviews, including to Oxford and Cambridge universities. We wish them every success with their
offers. As ever, the vast majority of students continue to work really hard, play really hard and make a
brilliant contribution to school life. We are so proud of them, not only in what they achieve, but in the
young adults that they are becoming, full of character, skill, humour and care for others. Even on cold,
wet winter days, it does make it a privilege to work with them.
As usual at this time, I’d also like to say a personal thanks to all of our wonderful staff who work so
hard every day to do the very best by our students. Teaching (and working in schools) is a unique
career and people give so much of themselves to jobs that they are hugely devoted to. This is nowhere
better illustrated than at Gordano, and we are incredibly lucky. I know, as parents, you echo this
thanks. Read More Here

Diary Dates
Tuesday 17th December - Sixth Form Christmas Lunch
Tuesday 17th & Wednesday 18th December - Gordano Christmas Concerts
Wednesday 18th December - Year 9 Girls’ Vaccinations

Wednesday 18th November - Year 7 - Christmas Lunch
Wednesday 18th December - Caring at Christmas Delivery
Wednesday 18th December - A Level Celebration Evening 6.00pm
Friday 20th December - 6th Form Christmas Quiz & Christmas Revue
Friday 20th December - END OF TERM 12.30 Finish for all students
Monday 6th January - START OF TERM 3
Friday 10th January - Year 11 Mock results day
Thursday 16th January - Year 11 Progress Evening
Tuesday 21st January - Year 12 A level Geography Field trip
Thursday 30th January - Year 7 Progress Evening

Tuesday & Wednesday 4th & 5th February - Year 8 Vaccinations
Tuesday 4th February - School Production - The Adams Family 7.00pm

ELECTION FEVER HITS GORDANO SCHOOL
Years 11 to 13 fully embraced the election this December, with packed out halls for all four of the
main political parties. Four local prospective MPs for North Somerset joined us for lunchtime sessions
to speak about their policies locally and nationally - each session ended with a Q&A from the floor.
First up was Ashley Cartman for the Liberal Democrats, Followed by Phil Neve for the Green Party,
Hannah Young for Labour and the Rt Hon Dr Liam Fox for the Conservatives.
Our students certainly weren't backward in coming forward to challenge the MPs on many issues; from
the environment to immigration, a living wage, voter engagement and even blood sports. Brexit was a
key issue for students but it was certainly not the only topic that the candidates were challenged on.
Students thoroughly enjoyed the process, Ben Holmes SF9 comments:
“I think the candidate visits have were an excellent opportunity to inspire interest in the election
campaign from large numbers of Sixth Form students, both during the talks themselves and through
the thought-provoking discussions they encouraged afterwards.”
Trulie Taylor SF9 added:
“I found the four visits very informative and they helped me decide my own stance in politics! The
talks were very engaging and uncovered my love for political debates, encouraging me to do my own
research outside of school. Thank you so much for making them possible”
On the day of the election, we ran our own Gordano election to see which way students would vote.
1535 votes were cast, the Green Party was the clear winner with 648 votes (42%), Labour took 349
votes (23%) followed by the Liberal Democrats with 289 (19%). The conservatives proved the least
popular option with just 249 votes (16%).

SWIMMING SUCCESS
Taking to the water to represent their school this December Gordano swimmers saw unprecedented
success at the Bristol Schools swimming finals which were held at Easton Leisure Centre last week.
Our team came away with an impressive hawl of medals and trophies in both individual and team
events. Over half the schools that make it through to these finals are independent schools with access
to their own pool and swimming coaches, so the success we saw is even more special! The results were
as follows:
Ella Jenkins Gold Open female Breaststroke
Caden Best Silver Male Freestyle
Becca Gooch Silver Open female Freestyle and Silver Backstroke
Sam Ledward Silver Male Butterfly and Silver Backstroke
Guus Verkade Silver Male Open
Holly Cock Silver Female Open Butterfly
Jamie Steadman Silver Breaststroke
Relays
U13 Boys Champions Medley Relay and Freestyle Relay
Open Girls Champions Medley Relay and Freestyle Relay

U15 Boys Freestyle Bronze Relay
Our thanks go to Chrissy Manners who, for the last few weeks, has been liaising with the PE
department and helping to select teams and giving us her time as team manager during the event.

HOUSE FORECAST CROMARTY
Hello from Cromarty House.We have a number of successes
over the course of the first two terms. We are particularly
proud of Boe Williams who was featured on a billboard on
Oxford Street, London in a campaign for River Island. Lauren
Speed performed in the West End with Stage Coach and did
a War inspired piece in London’s Shaftsbury Theatre and
Georgio Villis who won two bronze medals at the Jui Jitsu
World Championships.
As a House we have chosen to support ‘Mind’ as our main
charity, this is a mental health charity supporting young
people. This also links into our Caring and Kindness project,
this is called ‘Boys Lets Talk’. This is something we are
launching in the New Year in the hope that boys will feel
comfortable talking about issues they have, as we feel that
boys in particular generally struggle with communicating
their feelings. See poster below for details.
We are also really grateful to Ellie, Amy and Bethan who raised over £55 this week with a cake sale
charity event on behalf of Cancer Research UK. There are a large number of Cromarty students
involved in giving up their time in order to help others by volunteering for various organisations in
our community and we are very proud of their contribution.
As we move towards the end of term we are all looking forward to our annual house assembly, which
sees the students compete against the teachers in a number of challenges. The challenges included
this year are ; Pictionary, cone dodge, quiz/jenga challenge, finish the lyrics, wrap the mummy and
we may even see Mr McGilloway and Mr Bainbridge competing against two students in a Just Dance
challenge.

CAREERS EVENT SUCCESS
Teatime Networking – Health Industries
Our latest Teatime Networking session proved just as popular as previous events. Focusing this month
on careers within the health industries, representatives in attendance for this session were
predominantly from National Health Service roles.
Students from Years 9 - 13 joined the session and rotated around the tables “speed dating style”, asking
questions and gaining as much information and understanding from our guests as possible; all whilst
enjoying tea and cake.
The event was very well attended and gained positive feedback from both employers and students.
We would like to say a huge thank you to all the professionals who attended; Jed Billing (Paramedic)
Andrea Maggs (Radiotherapist) of the University West of England, Sophie Pasley – Health Visitor/
Midwife, Shona Hirons from Mindset in Motion, Jo Morgan – (NHS Operating Theatre Practitioner) and
last but not least Kelly Steed – (NHS Physiotherapist).
As we never tire of saying, events such as these would not be possible without your valuable input,
many thanks to all of those who helped to make this one possible.

Christmas Card Competition - Winners Announced
Move over Rankin and Leibovitz, Gordano school is busy nurturing the next generation of photography
students. Well done to winners Toby Aldred 11L2 and Marissa Knight 11L1 on their fantastic submissions
to our GCSE photography competition. Students were asked to provide examples of Bokeh photography
that they had produced as part of their coursework. Toby’s card will be used for the Gordano Christmas
Card this year. Thank you to both for some inspired images.

GIRLS FOOTBALL SUCCESS
Well done to the U16’s Girls football team, made up of students from Years 10 & 11.
The team is through to the last 16 of the National football competition. Gordano won 4-0 in the
qualifying match which took place on a trip down to Cornwall this month against Callington School. All
four goals were scored by Emily Edwards. It was a great team performance with everyone supporting
each other throughout the match.

WANTED - PARENT GOVERNOR
The Local Governing Body has a vacancy for one parent Governor.
The Local Governing Body is looking for parents to join us to help the school continue to develop and
succeed. The role of a School governor is a fulfilling and rewarding one.
A background in education is not essential but currently parents with knowledge or experience in
Finance, Legal, HR or SEND would be particularly helpful to complement the skill base of current
Governors.
School Governors hold a strategic role:


Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction;



Holding the Headteacher and staff to account for the educational performance of the school
and its pupils, and the performance management of staff;



Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure money is well spent

In-house and external training is provided and a mentor will be assigned to you to support you as you
develop to become an effective Governor.
Meetings are always held in the early evening.
If there are more candidates than there are vacancies, there will be an election by secret ballot.
The deadline for nominations is 12 noon on Tuesday, 14th January 2020.
If you would like to register an interest or discuss the role further please email or call Shirley Boden,
Clerk to the Governing Body, on 01275 842606 or sboden@gordanoschool.org.uk.

CHRISTMAS IS HERE
Sixth form and Years 7 to 11 have been enjoying Christmas lunch this week. Aspen’s staff and special
guest servers donned their Santa hats, as a result the dining hall is looking extremely festive.

CARING AT CHRISTMAS
This year Gordano school have been supporting ‘Caring at Christmas,’ a Bristol based charity that
provides food, shelter and entertainment to over 150 homeless people during the festive period.
Gordano students and parents have certainly done us proud this year - as the Sixth Form loaded up
the mini bus this afternoon with numerous donations of food, clothing and festive treats. It was heart
-warming to see such generosity from our community, many thanks to everyone for their support of
this worthy cause.
A special mention goes out to Year 9 student Nessa Rodriguez who has written to two local
supermarkets asking for her body weight in groceries to be donated. Today Waitrose came up trumps
and have provided that to school to support the charity. Well done Nessa for thinking outside the
grocery box - a creative and caring idea that certainly delivered the desired results.

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY ARTWORKS COMPETITION
CALL FOR ENTRIES
For 2020 the North Somerset Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) Group is organising an Artworks
Competition and Exhibition. HMD 2020 marks the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. It also
marks the 25th anniversary of the Genocide in Bosnia. The HMD Trust is encouraging local groups and
schools to get involved and mark this special anniversary. They have chosen the theme of ‘Stand
Together, 'for an art exhibition taking place at the end of January.
Students who would like to submit entries should email hmdnorthsomerset@gmail.com by Friday 20th
December to register their interest in participating. The deadline for entry submissions is Friday
10th January and the Exhibition will take place from Friday 23rd January to Saturday 1st February
at Portishead Youth Centre. For more details please on how to enter follow this link on firefly: https://
gordano.fireflycloud.net/set-tasks/79750

YEAR 12 MEDIA & JOURNALISM WORKSHOP
Earlier this month a group of Year 12 Gordano
students had the opportunity to participate in a
media/journalism workshop alongside five other
schools.
Hosted by USW (Universities of South Wales). The
workshop focused on Chernobyl, the Netflix
series. Students heard talks from student
journalists and worked with source material from
anti-nuclear activists, media sensationalists and
official scientists, all relating to the Chernobyl
fallout.
They also explored the different techniques
required to produce news, focussing specifically
on stories, scripts and social media.

CHRISTMAS CAN BE COSTLY
At Gordano we realise Christmas can be an expensive
time of year. Therefore, through our connections
with North Somerset Food Bank, we would like to
offer any families whose children are in receipt of
Free School Meals food vouchers for the Christmas
period. This means you can take the vouchers to a
local Food Bank in return for a parcel of three days’,
or more, nutritionally balanced, non-perishable food.

