
Ethics/ PSHE Rationale 
2025 onwards 

The following guidance is used to generate/ support and continuously improve the curriculum:

- Important gov frameworks such as the RSE (2019 and 2015) and RE ‘not Good enough yet’
- Other key documentation such as ‘Sex is broken now’ (Children’s commissioner for England) 
- HoF PSHE/ Ethics (AMT) is ‘RE Hub Lead’ for North Somerset and rep for LTLRE (Learn, teach, lead RE) 
- KCSIE guidance 
- Locally agreed Syllabus for Bristol and North Somerset (RE) 
- Internal and external CPD 
- PSHE Association membership 
- Headteacher/ Inclusion Lead/ Safeguarding lead/ PSHE Lead working closely together 
- Feedback from pastoral / SLT/ safeguarding team / tutors 
- Team of 5 specialist teachers 
- Current news events 
- Student feedback (see slide 5, 33-34 for example) 
- Feedback from the PSHE/Ethics team 
- Parent consultation/ availability of resources to parents and carers 
- Termly PSHE bulletin (example on next slide) 
- Extended Tutor time and assembly rota (these heavily inform the curriculum and vice versa. Tutors are sent a bulletin 

for tutor time to support understanding of ‘Personal Development’ across the school. See slide 3-6 for example) 





Example of Extended Tutor time schedule: In 2025/6 we will be reviewing some areas that tutors gave feedback on, such as finance. 
Whilst all agree it is an important topic, the current provider isn’t very suitable for Tutor time. I have/ will also look at more opportunities for 
guest speakers and sessions involving more creativity. For example, ‘Brook’ will be coming in to speak to students about sexual health and a 
Head of House has created a practical ‘teamwork’ session. However, this feedback will need to be carefully synthesised with the need to 
cover statutory areas not taught in the curriculum, such as dental health. 



Some of the feedback regarding last year’s tutor time indicated that tutors are sometimes unclear 
about the how the programme fits together and that some sessions can feel ‘random’. The nature 
of the sessions does need to allow for some flexibility and sometimes other school priorities 
change the schedule; however, I do agree that it is important for tutors to have some sense of the 
wider whole. 
 
This term the focus is very much on supporting students with resilience and with knowing what to 
do in certain situations. There will also be a focus on our other values of kindness and 
teamwork.  Therefore, the following sorts of things will be covered in extended tutor time and 
assemblies:  
 

- Staying safe in the community/ anonymous reporting via ‘Fearless’  
- Reporting incidents in school  
- Medicine and doctor appointments  
- World Mental Health  
- Black History  
- Team building  
- Safe cycling  
- Resilience box  

 
 
Years 11, 10 and 7 will also have work experience/ careers sessions arranged by the careers team. 
 
I have also attached the PSHE bulletin, so you can see how your activities might also link to the 
curriculum.  
  
 

Extended Tutor Time 
bulletin introduced in 
2025 to give tutors a 
clearer sense of how 
sessions  link to the PSHE 
curriculum and wider 
‘Personal Development’ 
offering for students.  

Rationale for Extended 
Tutor time, an example 
of rota, response to 
feedback available on 
next slides. 



Dear tutors,  
 
Thank you to everyone who provided me with feedback on last year’s offer. I wanted to highlight the 
following themes.  
 
1. Clarity over how the programme ‘fits’ together  

- Some sessions feel ‘random’ for tutors  
- Could there be termly focus e.g. finance/ money etc?  

 
The nature of the programme means that there has to be some flexibility to accommodate requests 
from staff. A termly focus is not possible for logistical reasons – for example this mean one year 
group having no careers education until term 6. However, it is important for tutors to have a sense 
of what is being covered and why. I will therefore being introducing a ‘termly bulletin’ for tutors and 
weekly sessions will have a ‘why this/ why now slide to give both you and students great clarity.  
 
 
2. Sessions feel too short/ too long  
One of the challenges of producing materials to be used across 60+ tutor groups is that there is a 
lot of variances! Where possible I indicate where the necessary slides are and the bits that could be 
missed if needed. Many people said there was too much content, but an equal number said there 
was regularly not enough. I will continue to commit to sending resources out as early as possible to 
ensure you have enough time to consider pace etc and let me know if you have concerns.  
 
 
3. Variety within sessions  
Each week there can be anything from 3- 15 different sessions running concurrently in a variety of 
different rooms across the school. I am reluctant to move staff too often due to workload and 
movement around school concerns (although it is necessary to use computer rooms for careers). I 
am also acutely aware that group sessions in the hall, for example, cut down on actual time. 
However, this year I will find more opportunities to add variety so you don’t feel like it is ‘death by 
PowerPoint’.  
 
 
4. Also just to remind you that you can now send instant anonymous feedback!  

Extended Tutor Time Rational  



We rigorously review and reflect upon use of external visitors 
to compliment our curriculum. Here is an example of 
feedback gathered from staff and students who took part.  

We also ensure appropriate information is given to parents/ 
carers to support students. 



Ethics/ Philosophy 

and PSHE lessons 

are divided into 3 

sections in every year 

group to ensure 

students have depth 

and breadth of 

understanding about 

themselves, about 

others and how to 

keep themselves safe 

and well.  The 

number of lessons in 

unit differs in each 

group to ensure age 

appropriateness. 

Core offering year 7-11



Bodies and Boundaries: 

Content will be appropriate to year group but will 
focus on issues such as: 

- Puberty/ changing bodies/ menstrual cycle 
- Love/ intimacy/ friendships/ relationships 
- LGBTQ+ 
- Risks associated with potentially harmful and/ or 

illegal  substances such a drugs, alcohol and 
smoking 

- Physical and mental health 
- Stress and wellbeing 
- Consent 
- Conflict 
- Sexual Harassment 
- Abusive relationships 

We have chosen this topic to start each year as we 
feel this is a good way to establish a safe 
environment where discussion can take place and 
where staff model boundaries which we will then 
study. For example, as the start of the year we 
establish clear rules such as distancing learning, 
not using examples from our personal lives etc. 
Thought is given to the order of the lessons in this 
topic. For example, ‘puberty’ in year 7 and ‘STIs’ in 
year 9 lessons are towards the end of the unit to 
ensure relationships have developed.

Philosophy and Belief 

Content has been carefully considered, taking into 
account GCSE content, student voice and story 
telling – particularly in Key stage 3. From year 9 
onwards students begin to grapple with big 
philosophy questions about the nature of suffering, 
God and whether punishments like prisons and 
capital punishment are effective. 

Areas covered include: 
- Sikhism 
- Islam 
- Buddhism 
- People who live out values 
- Abortion and Euthanasia 
- Crime and punishment 
- Evil and suffering 
- The role of prisons and the death penalty 
- Judaism 
- The Holocaust
- Humanism 

This unit encompasses more traditional ‘RE’. The 
intention of calling it ‘Philosophy and Belief’ is to 
take account of the breadth of world view both 
religious and non- religious.  After much exploring 
an CPD we have decided, as a team, that it is better 
to study less but do it more depth. We have also 
had lots of success in engaging students with 

Citizenship and Society 

This unit encourages students to consider their role 
in society and the ways in which they and others 
can be empowered. 

Areas covered include: 

- The Equalities Act 
- British Values 
- Racism 
- Sexism 
- UK law changes 
- Immigration 
- Environmentalism 
- Freedom of speech 
- Extremism 
- Crime
- Forced marriage and FGM 
- Voting 
- Democracy 
- The role of the UN and current wars 
- AI 
- Reliability of the news and businesses 

This topic is the final topic because students 
consider themselves in Boundaries and Bodies and 
then zoom out. They also have an awareness of 
different world views to draw upon when 
considering the above issues. 





YEAR 7 Bodies & Boundaries 



YEAR 7: Philosophy and Belief

1. Prophets of the Old Testament 



YEAR 7: Philosophy and Belief

2. Values in Action  



YEAR 7: Citizenship and Society 





YEAR 8 Bodies & Boundaries 



YEAR 8: Philosophy and Belief

1. Islam 



YEAR 8: Philosophy and Belief

2. Buddhism  



YEAR 8: Citizenship and Society 





Planning takes into account GCSE 
options. In year 8 students study 
Buddhism which is one of our chosen 
GCSE religions. During year 9 
students get a flavour of the ‘Ethical 
Issues’ paper for GCSE paper with the  
‘Bodies and Boundaries’ lessons at 
the beginning of the academic year, 
prior to choosing option. Students, 
then after picking options, learn 
about the problem of evil which is on 
both the GCSE and A-level spec so 
they have foundational knowledge 
should they opt for either/ both 
progressive course. 









Year 10 core: 

In year 10 we move from 3 lessons per fortnight to two and some the curriculum is carefully 
considered to account for this and to compliment the learning for those studying GCSE  



YEAR 10 Bodies & Boundaries 



YEAR 10 Philosophy and Belief  



YEAR 10 Citizenship and society  



Year 11 core: 



YEAR 11 Bodies & Boundaries 



YEAR 11 Philosophy and Belief 



YEAR 11 Citizenship and Society  

New finance lessons 

added to existing 

unit due to student 

voice. 



Really strong student voice that year 
11 wanted more on finance and not 
just to go in to tutor time. We have 
also added HSBC sessions for every 
year group in tutor time. Staff 
feedback has suggested that next 
steps will involve HSBC in person 
rather than online. (2024) 
Due to overwhelming student voice 
from 2024/5 cohort even  further year 
11 finance sessions have been added.  

Lots of PSHE guidance 
indicates an excellent PSHE 
curriculum covers ‘layers of 

risk.’ We know from 6th form 
that consent is an important 

topic and so we break it 
down into various different 

aspects. Some of this content 
has also been put into year 
10, based on feedback from 

Heads of House and the 
pastoral team.  

This topic incorporates the 
RE/ world views 

entitlement. Students did 
not enjoy the sociology of 
beliefs and cult unit but 

there has been lots more 
positive feedback on this 

unit. 

Prev year content 2024-5 



Year 11 core Ethics 
lesson were 
introduced in 2024 
and have been very 
successful. Each year 
we ask students to 
provide feedback 
which gives us over 
‘headlines’ (like to the 
left) as well as very 
personalised and 
thorough written 
comments which we 
use to inform the  
evolving curriculum. 



GCSE
Christian Beliefs   

A-Level 
Philosophy 

Includes:  arguments for the existence of God, evil and suffering, 
Philosophical and religious  language, body & soul, religious 

experience, attributes of God, religious symbols and metaphors   

GCSE  
Christian practices  

GCSE
Buddhist beliefs 

GCSE
Buddhist beliefs 

GCSE
Relationships 

GCSE
Human Rights 

 

A-Level 
Ethics  

Includes: Abortion, Euthanasia, secular and religious theories 
of moral decision making, sexual ethics, business ethics, Meta 

Ethics and Conscience 

A-Level 
Buddhism  

Includes: Life of the Buddha, important Buddhist 
principles, Mahayana Buddhism, Theravada Buddhism 

Eastern Buddhism, Western Buddhism, Buddhist 
activism and gender equality

GCSE
Life & Death
& Humanism  

 

GCSE
Good & Evil  

 

Rationale for GCSE & A-Level 

GCSE 
All GCSE specs and gov guidance indicate that Christianity must be a component of GCSE study. We have chosen Buddhism 
as our second religion because it provides a strong contrast to  Christianity. AMT marks for the exam board and identified 
that strong answers often had stronger contrasts in c) / d) answers rather than opting for another monotheistic religion. 
The year 8, 9 and 10 core offering has been carefully considered to compliment the GCSE and to give students a flavour of 
GCSE before year 9 options. Religions are taught first so that they can then be applied to ethical issues in year 11. 

A-Level 
To make A-Level more appealing to GCSE students we also opt for Buddhism. This gives them lots of foundational 
knowledge for year 12. We also have 2 Buddhism specialists in the department who teach on that side of the course. 
Religious Ethics and Philosophy are compulsory competent of the A-Level. In year 9 core we look at the ‘problem of Evil’ 
and in year 11 the ‘philosophy of punishment’ which appear on the A-Level.  The A-level is taught in a slightly different 
each year to compliment the skills set of the sharing teachers. Please see slide 4  
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