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Headteacher’s Blog
We have enjoyed a hugely positive start to the new school year.
It’s been lovely to have the school occupied by students again
after the summer break, the site is bustling with activity. We
have welcomed in our largest ever cohort of Year 7 students,
who already seem to have mastered the layout of the site. We
have also been enjoying occupying some brilliant new facilities two new full sized Science labs, a new DT workshop and a number
of significant refurbishments across the site.
As you may have seen from some of the local press, we secured
another really strong year of results, with a number of records broken and again securing the top spot for results in North Somerset.
Academic results are not everything, but they are important, and
huge congratulations to our Year 11 and 13 cohorts for this success.
I am also indebted to our staff for their incredible dedication and
to you, as parents and carers, for the huge part that you play. This
was highlighted in the last fortnight by the brilliant turnouts to our
Year 12, Year 11 and Year 7 Parental Information Evenings. I think
we must have had record turnouts for all three, which was wonderful to see.
I am incredibly proud to lead a school whose main priority is the development of young adults who
will make great contributions to their local and wider communities in all sorts of ways, and which
gives students opportunities to develop themselves beyond the ‘academic’ domain. To that end, we
have also seen the return of two very successful summer expeditions, with World Challenge to

India and with our partner charity, Mend the Gap, to Western Kenya. However, you don’t
need to go to the other side of the world to gain these wider experiences; there are a host of
extra-curricular clubs and activities on offer. These are currently starting up, as published in this
year’s Gordano Extra booklet, and I hope that you will encourage your son or daughter to sign up for
as many of these as possible. Read More

Diary Dates
Thursday 26th September - Open Evening for 2020 Year 7 students - 5pm-8.30pm
Friday 27th September - Year 11 History Trip to Portsmouth
Monday 30th September - 3rd October - Year 7 CAT Tests
Thursday 3rd October - Gordano School Careers Convention - 6.00pm - 8.00pm
Friday 4th October - Open Morning for 2020 Year 7 students - 9.45am - 11.00am
Monday 7th October - INSET DAY
Tuesday 8th October - Duke of Edinburgh Parent Information Evening - 6.00pm
Wednesday 16th October - Year 12 Meet The Tutor Evening - 4.00pm - 6.00pm
Monday 21st October - Parent Forum—6.00pm
Friday 25th October - End of Term & Year 8/9 History Trip to Normandy
Monday 25th October - Friday 1st November - HALF TERM
Monday 4th November - Start of Term 2

Welcome to Year 7
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new Year 7 cohort of students to Gordano School.
They have had a fantastic start to the school year and done a great job of familiarising themselves with
the site, getting to grips with a busy timetable and adapting to the new routines required of them in a
new school setting. We asked a few of them what they liked most about school life so far and this is what
they told us:
“I'm looking forward to football, cooking and learning Spanish for the first time"- Isaac
“It's hard to pick a favourite bit, it’s all been great, you always know who to ask for help, the teachers
are nice and they really understand our situation.”- Libby
“The food is nice, way better than primary school and I’m enjoying learning new things and using different machines.”- Saskia

A Successful Summer for GCSE’s
& A Levels

Well done to our Year 11 and Year 13 students
who received their results this summer. It was
a record year for GCSEs with over 80% of all
GCSE grades at grade 4 or above, 13% above
the national average. An impressive 29% of
GCSE grades were at 7 or above. Well done
everyone and welcome back to all of you who
have joined us for sixth form. A level results were tremendous too, with 21% of results at A grade or
above, 46% of the grades achieved were in the A*-B range and 74% of all grades were at C grade or
above. The overall pass rate was 99%.
A host of exceptional performances were led by four students who achieved straight A*s at A level;
Josh Davis (who goes on to study Maths at Bath University), Jemma Harford (Biological Sciences at
Exeter University), Roseanna Marsh (English Literature at Oxford University) and Abby Radcliffe
(Medicine at Birmingham University). Dominic Williams achieved 2 A*s and an A and will study
Aerospace Engineering at Imperial College, London. A total of fourteen students achieved 3 A grades or
better. All our students who completed their exams achieved a university or apprenticeship space.

Professor Winston Visits Gordano School

Kicking off the careers programme this year, students had the pleasure of hearing Professor Lord
Robert Winston talk at Gordano School. Lord Winston, who holds a chair at Imperial College, London in
Science and Society and an Emeritus Professor of Fertility Studies, spoke to all students in years 10, 11
and Sixth Form. An extremely engaging speaker, the Labour peer and surgeon who pioneered IVF has
multiple television series (including Child of our Time and The Human Body) and popular science books
to his name. During his talks at Gordano School, Lord Winston segued between a range of topics
including his careers as a doctor, researcher and in theatre, ethics, politics, mathematics, evolution,
education, cell biology and careers in science. Students said he was “amazing” and “I could listen to
him all day”. His talks were truly inspirational and helped to highlight the many opportunities open to
our students who may be looking to further their education or pursue a career in Science.

Design & Technology Upcycling Club Needs Your Waste
Design and Technology is launching an ‘up-cycling’ club next term. For
the club to take part we need supplies. Please have a clear out of
wardrobes, garden sheds and garages on our behalf. We are looking for
broken inflatables, small tents and old denim. If you are no longer using
them, hand them to us and help to avoid clogging up landfill.
These items will be up-cycled into shiny new products in a new Textiles
club. Please pass all donations to Mrs Pullen/Mrs Murray in the DT
Faculty. Your unwanted items will then be recycled into bags, clothes
and more...watch this space. The club will take place on Monday
lunchtimes in DT6 after half term.
INFLATABLES:- These don’t have to be working but it would be nice if
they’d been wiped down. Paddling pools, dinghies, rubber rings, ride ons
(E.g. sharks, flamingos, lilos etc), arm bands or anything else of a similar
nature.
TENTS:- Ideally, the type you might use at a festival (small with no
poles, colourful). We don’t need the poles or pegs and please wipe
down.
DENIM:- any denim but jeans or jackets are often best. Please can
they be washed, rips are fine.

Summer Expeditions Highlights
A selection of our Year 12 and 13 students and staff enjoyed a more adventurous summer than
usual this year with expeditions taking place to Kenya and India in July and August.
Joining forces with Backwell, Churchill and Clevedon Schools, this year’s Kenya trip was one of our
biggest ever, working with our link charity ‘Mend the Gap’ all the students worked on
improvements to the community centres, orphanages and schools in Bochorokee and the Mara.
Students and staff also enjoyed the opportunity to appreciate local wildlife with safari expeditions
for all involved. A highlight of their trip was seeing their fundraising put towards delivering bee
hives and solar panels to villages in the Mara. The bee hives will support a family for 6 years and
the solar panels mean that children can do their homework inside windowless huts for the first
time.
Similarly, in India, two groups of Year 12 and 13 students and supporting staff worked with the
Daan and Green Lion foundations making improvements to a youth centre, painting two schools
and a playground wall. From maintenance to tree planting and improving toilet facilities, everyone
got stuck-in and thoroughly enjoyed the experience. Both groups worked with the local school
children taking PE lessons and some time out for a few early morning football sessions. All
participants took part in a week long trek through challenging terrain and battled some extreme
weather conditions. To complete the experience, there was time out to enjoy the Taj Mahal, an
elephant sanctuary and the Amber Fort.

Parent Pay Details
Parent Pay is a useful communication and
payment platform that we use in school on a
daily basis. Could we ask all parents and carers to
please check that the e-mail address you have
registered to your Parent Pay account is up to
date to ensure all relevant correspondence is
received, many thanks.

Oscars Highlights
This July, the Design and Technology and Computing faculty chose the Oscars as their theme for the
annual exhibition. Products from Year 9 to Year 13 were on display both on tables around the room and
on the catwalk. Food and Nutrition students served food and drinks prepared during the day.
The yearly showcase celebrates the successes of students studying Textiles, Food Preparation and
Nutrition, Construction, Product Design, Media, Computing, Graphic Art, and Electronics.
This year’s products, all produced in special lunchtime textiles workshops were also showcased on the
catwalk, as were examples of Year 7 work from the ‘Model Engineering’ club. This is always a popular,
vibrant evening with some amazing work on display from our brilliant students. Well done everyone and
thanks to all those who attended this year. Keep an eye out for more exciting clubs taking place within
DT and Computing this coming year.

GORDANO CAREERS CONVENTION
A career enhancing date for your diaries. Parents, pupils and interested members of the public are
all invited to attend the Gordano School Careers Convention, taking place in the Main Hall on
Thursday 3rd October between 6.00 and 8.00pm.
An exhibition of education, training and employment opportunities, the evening will provide students
and their families and friends with the chance to see a variety of display stands, discuss options with
potential employers, universities and colleges of further education. Visitors will have the opportunity
to explore the changing needs in the world of work with up to 50 exhibitors and a plethora of
insightful seminars on post 16 options including apprenticeships, university talks and much more.

Sporting Success for George
Congratulations to George Sherlock in 9P2 who competed
in the WAKO European Kickboxing Championships in Gyor,
Hungary representing Great Britain this August. He fought
his heart out against the best fighters from all over
Europe and we are delighted to report that he came away
as European Champion in
one of his sections and was
runner up in two others.
Well done George. Here is
George with his trophy and
coach Nic from Epic Martial
Arts.

5 Years & 100% Attendance
Our school community works very hard to encourage and maintain the excellent attendance from all our
students. We are delighted to highlight the attendance of three students in particular from our last
year’s Year 11; Sophie Baldwin, Alistair Carr and Josh Fletcher had an attendance record of 100% over
their five years at Gordano, which is phenomenal.
The students were congratulated by Tom Inman, Headteacher, who said, “There is a proven link
between attendance and attainment and we are fortunate that our figures are above the national
average. Full attendance over 5 years is an outstanding achievement. It shows great resilience and
dedication which will stand these students in good stead for their future education.”

Working Together To Achieve 100% Attendance
As new parents join the Gordano family this September, it is a good to time to review our expectations.
We are fortunate to have excellent student attendance at Gordano School. Good attendance is such a
crucial part of educating children and there is a direct correlation between attendance and
achievement. Our aim is for all students to aspire to achieve 100% attendance. Parents play a vital role
in this and can support students by:







Ensuring regular and early bed times to guarantee sufficient sleep
Ensuring students set alarm times or give wake-up calls in plenty of time
Encouraging students to have uniform and equipment ready the night before
Where possible, arranging routine medical appointments outside of school hours
Reporting any concerns promptly and maintaining open and honest communication with school
Always attending school on the last day of term

We will be speaking to the students over the coming weeks about maintaining good attendance. We
would also encourage parents to take a look at our Attendance policy You can find this on our website
here. We greatly value the support we receive from Gordano parents, and your understanding of how
crucial attendance is in school is very much appreciated.

Careers Convention 2019
An Exhibition of Education, Training and Employment
Opportunities
Date: Thursday 3rd October
Date: Thursday 3rd October

Location:
Hall
Location: Main
Main Hall

Time:
6.00pm-8.00pm
Time:
6:00 - 8.00pm

An opportunity to discuss opportunities with Employers, Universities
and Colleges of Further Education. Helping students to understand
changing needs in the world of work. Find out everything you need to
know on Post 16 options, including Apprenticeship and University talks
Careers Seminars
Talks will be repeated throughout the evening in the 6th Form
Hall

Do You Work in The Sports Industry?

Would be interested in sharing your experiences and knowledge with Gordano Students?
Are you able to provide an hour of your time?
If this sounds like you we are looking to recruit speakers who are: Sports Scientists, Sports Therapists,
Sports Coaches or working in related roles to come along to our Teatime Networking event on Thursday
7th November 3:30-4:30pm.
Please contact dcrosby@gordanoschool.org.uk or lgardiner@gordanoschool.org.uk for further details or
to register your interest,
Many thanks,
Careers Team

