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Sixth Form Open Evening November 14th 5.00pm - 7.30pm
Parents and students of current Year 11 considering Sixth Form options in September 2020,
please join us on 14th November from 5.00pm on Thursday 14th November

Headteacher’s Blog
In many ways the first two months of the new school year
seem to have gone incredibly fast, but looking back on it we
seem to have achieved a huge amount together. Year 7 students appear to have settled in brilliantly and it feels like
they’ve always been here; I was delighted to hear how much
they’re enjoying school life at Gordano from parents at our
Parent Forum meeting on Monday evening.
I must, in particular, commend students for the improvements that they have made in their uniform and presentation. We’ve taken a clear step forward in ensuring shirts are
tucked in, and it makes a real difference around the school
site.
The new ClassCharts behaviour tracking system has been very
well received. As with any system, it’s not perfect, but it
seems to be working very well on the whole and allows students and parents to track behaviour through some really
simple apps. Our Sixth Form Senior students have led some great staff and parent voice on
this, and we’re really grateful to more than 300 parents who completed the survey. And, if
you haven’t yet set up your account, please make this your half term holiday homework!
We recently held one of our showcase annual events, our annual Careers Convention, which
saw a large range of local providers highlighting the brilliant opportunities available to our
students. The Main Hall was packed all evening and it was a real example of the proactive engagement of our young people in their next steps. Also on this theme, we were delighted to
recently welcome Lord Robert Winston, Emeritus Professor at Imperial College, London (and a
familiar face on our TV screens) to talk to Years 10, 11 and the Sixth Form. He spoke passionately about his work over the decades on advances in fertility treatment. READ MORE

Diary Dates
Friday 25th October - End of Term & Year 8/9 History Trip to Normandy
Monday 28th October - Friday 1st November - HALF TERM
Monday 4th November - Start of Term 2
Wednesday 6th November - Duke of Edinburgh Parent Information Evening 6pm
Thursday 7th November - Year 9-13 Science Teatime Network - 3.30-5.00pm
Thursday 7th November - Year 11 Meet The Tutor Evening - 4.00pm - 6.00pm

Wednesday 13th November - Year 9 GCSE Geography Field Trip (half the cohort)
Thursday 14th November - Sixth form Open Evening - 5.00pm - 7.30pm
Friday 15th November - Year 8 History Trip to Big Pit (60 Students)
Tuesday 19th November - Year 12 A Level Geography Field Trip
Thursday 21st November - Year 7 Meet the Tutor Evening 6.30pm

GORDANO CAREERS CONVENTION
Earlier this month we held our annual Careers Convention. Taking place in the main hall
to take advantage of its large capacity and airy surroundings we were able to
accommodate a vast array of stands and as a result many career opportunities were
represented.
The event always promises a good turnout and this year was no exception. During the
event the hall was buzzing with activity, with conversation and questions firing from
parents and pupils alike, all taking advantage of the chance to explore the expertise
offered by exhibitors from the world of employment, training, College and University.
Among the 52 stands present, there were over 30 employers, Universities, Colleges,
training providers and the Armed Forces all representing and advising on careers and
training opportunities.
This successful event closed with many encouraging comments from exhibitors,
mentioning the maturity, engagement and respect they received from our students.
We would like to thank all those who hosted a stand at the Convention, without whom,
events like these would not be possible.

GORDANO SCHOOL CAREERS
NEEDS YOU
Are you a qualified health professional? Would
you be interested in sharing your experiences
and knowledge with Gordano Students?
Are you able to provide an hour of your time?
We are looking for volunteers who would be
willing to share their expertise with our students.
During December we are running a ‘Health’
Industries Teatime Networking Event. We are
also looking for professionals to offer interview
tips to our students who are pursuing health
related degrees at University.
Please contact dcrosby@gordanoschool.org.uk /
lgardiner@gordanoschool.org.uk for further

HOUSE FORECAST PORTLAND
Welcome to ‘House Forecast.’ This is a NEW regular
column where each House and Year 7 will take their
turn to update our school community on their House
achievements and communicate future plans for the
terms ahead. Portland House kindly volunteered to
go first and next month will be Biscay’s turn.
Fresh from the success of winning the House Cup
and the Sports Cup at the end of last term, Portland
House have had a great start to the 2019-20
academic year.
Everyone has settled back into school well, with lots
of merits being awarded across the House.
Leading from the front, Captains James Drury and
Tara Cooke, and their Vice Captains Millie
Wheatcroft, Libby Watts-Martin and Ashleigh Werrett are providing valuable input into
school life; attending School Council meetings and the Year 6 Open Evening, amongst other
things. Well done team.
This year, each House is having their own “Care and Kindness” term, where they can take
the lead on running an initiative to improve how others treat people in our school
community.
For our part, students in Portland House will be coming up with scenarios where they or
others may have experienced some behaviour of an unkind nature. These scenarios are being
shared across tutor groups so that students can work together to find solutions to the issues,
as well as signposting and highlighting what help is available in school.
Continuing on a community theme, Portland have decided to keep it local with their
nominated charity this year – they will be supporting The Benjamin Pritchard Foundation –
bemoreben . We will update you on our progress with this later in the year.
#ProudtobePortland

JACK ROBERTS APPOINTED LORD LIEUTENANT CADET
Congratulations to Jack Roberts who was appointed Lord Lieutenant Cadet on 10th October,
taking over from our current head boy, Charlie Gazzard.
Both pictured here.
The role requires Jack to represent county cadet forces
and work as an aide to the Lord Lieutenant. His duties
will include escorting guests and ceremonial duties at
high profile events across the county throughout the year,
attending alongside the Lord Lieutenants and Royal family
members when present.
The appointment is one of the highest honours a cadet
can achieve, with the role being awarded to the top
cadet In the county. The role can only be held for a 1
year term, this is a major career booster for Jack who is
aiming to commission into the RAF, post Year 13.
Congratulations Jack and well done Charlie for a
successful year completed.

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY 2019
Well done to all the students and staff who embraced World Mental Health Day on the 10th
October. There was a real buzz around school with presentations and discussions taking
place in lessons, tutor groups and House areas. It was a bright and colourful day with
splashes of yellow to be seen everywhere. Even the school canteen got involved with some
mindful fairy cakes on offer during break time and lunchtime. #HelloYellow
School Mental Health Lead, Jeanne Fairs commented, “Although this was a national day to
raise awareness of mental health and remove the stigma around talking about it, our
school focus is to ensure all students know the different routes they can take to get
support if they need it all year through – talking to their peers, older students, teachers,
tutors and Heads of House – or accessing more specialist support through our School
Counsellors, School Nurse, Youth Workers, Behaviour Mentors and other members of the
Inclusion Team.”
The wellbeing of our students and staff is of paramount importance at Gordano School and
we would like to reassure all students that we are always here to help or lend a listening
ear.

MUSIC EXAM SUCCESSES
Congratulations to all our students who have sat
graded instrumental and vocal exams in the last
year.
29 students took part in exams participating in grade
1-8 exams in Classical Guitar, Voice, Clarinet, Rock
School, Rock Guitar, Flute, Piano, Saxophone and
Acoustic Guitar among other instruments. Great work
everyone. To see the full list of exams taken and
marks achieved follow this link to the website
article.
If your child has passed an exam recently please
email Head of Music, Mr Guerrini
gguerrini@gordanoschool.org.uk to let us know what
instrument, grade and award achieved so that we
can celebrate their success as well.

CLASS CHARTS SURVEY
Thank you to everyone who completed the survey on ClassCharts sent out earlier this month. A
large number of responses were collected, giving us a great representative range of data to
work with. We will update you on the results in November’s newsletter to give you some feedback on how ClassCharts have been received. A few parents have mentioned that they have
been unable to access ClassCharts. If you are experiencing difficulties logging on please contact your child’s Head of House, who can provide you with a new access code. ’

CYCLE SAFETY
During October, House assemblies focused on the theme of bike safety, with a particular
emphasis on the importance of wearing a helmet. Students and staff also discussed obeying
the rules of the road, making sure you can be seen easily and keeping your bike well
maintained. It has been great to see more of our students wearing helmets as they cycle to
school and we would like to thank parents and students for their support as we continue to
promote this important issue in school.

Date: Thursday 3rd October
Location: Main Hall
Time: 6:00 - 8.00pm

Unifrog is an online careers tool that helps Gordano students:


Research careers



Identify courses and apprenticeships



Build a portfolio of career related activities



Build a portfolio of competencies



Make refined applications to universities and apprenticeships

All students in Gordano School have an account, which they access using
their school e-mail at www.unifrog.org
Parents can log in at using the form code: gordanoparent
Please direct queries to Dr Beer at cbeer@gordanoschool.org.uk

LANGUAGES WEEK
During the last week of September Gordano School enjoyed ‘Languages Week.’ Over the seven
days students and staff participated in various events; including; face painting, a languages
café where students were encouraged to order snacks in French and Spanish, a books
challenge in the library as well as a European photo booth at Open Evening. Thanks to all the
students who came along and to Aldi who kindly provided all the food for the café!

Teatime Networking
Careers in Sports

Thursday 7th November Sixth Form Hall 3:30-5:00pm
Are you the next generation of talent?
Don’t miss this great opportunity to speak to a number of
organisations about their roles and opportunities.
Please e-mail Mrs Crosby: dcrosby@gordanoschool.org.uk
or Mrs Gardiner: lgardiner@gordanoschool.org.uk
or drop into the Careers office to confirm your space

Teaching

FOOD BANK VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
Families requiring Food Bank vouchers for support
with lunches or food parcels during the half term or
Christmas period. These are available from Mandi
Davies. If you require vouchers please email
mdavies@gordanoschool.org.uk

