
Year 13 Parental Information Evening
Wednesday 20th September 2023

• Thank you for coming! The presentation will cover 
the following areas:

• Who is who

• Important information / Expectations

• Key Dates

• UCAS and NEA



Welcome and thank you!
Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13

Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4 Key Stage 5

190 teaching days a year

190 x 13 = 2470 days 
complete!

May 9th 2024 (probably) the 
last day of teaching

135 days (ish!) left

95% complete!



Key staff and responsibilities



Who is who



A level and 
BTEC Results

How can we ensure that all 
our year 13s make it to their 

'finish line'?



A level and Vocational Results



A level Results

● Grade boundaries returned to (roughly) 2019 levels

● Students can expect this to be the new standard moving forward

● Nearly all our students progressed onto their chosen university or 

apprenticeship courses with very few going in to clearing.





When should Year 13 be in school?



How many hours?
Work expectations for Year 13

❑Most Key Stage 5 lessons are double lessons.

❑Remaining sessions are study periods – there is no 
study plus for Year 13.

❑Students have taught lessons for roughly 14 hours per 
week.

❑If a student is "full-time" then 5 hours a week of extra 
study time per subject in addition to lessons would be 
good  -->  7 hours would be smashing it.

❑Part time jobs – be careful with hours not creeping up. 
10 hours a week maximum is recommended

9-5



Attendance Procedure



Tutor Time 
Expectations

• Tutor time routine and key days:

•
Monday =Alternating SLT assembly 
or  tutor time

• Tuesday = Tutor time activity.

• Wednesday = Alternating year 
assembly or  tutor time

• Thursday = One-to-one meetings with 
tutor.

• Friday = Tutor time lesson



Friday Tutor Time topics

Politics
Whole Sixth Form events / 

charity events

And much more!
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We asked some local 
employers about skills 
for young people.

Not surprisingly, 
presentation skills was 
high on the list!



• Dress code to be appropriate for a working environment in a school

• Treated in the same way as staff for tattoos and piercings

• Lanyards MUST be worn – all non uniform people on site have to 
wear one. Safeguarding protocol.

Expectations for Year 13s



▪ Please do not bring any nuts or products which may contain traces of 
nuts into school.

▪We have students and staff who have a severe nut allergy and who 
could be seriously affected, so we appreciate your co-operation and 
understanding.

Gordano is now a NUT AWARE school



▪Not allowed on site.

▪Not allowed near the site.

Vaping and other...



• Tutors
• Heads of Year
• Safeguarding Team*
• Pastoral Support
• Sixth Form Council
• Prefects/Senior Students
• Academic Mentor (Pippa Ramsay)
• Subject mentors
• Subject teachers – academic specialists

• Groups/Societies
• School Nurse
• School Counsellors
• School Chaplain
• Youth Hub
• Youth Centre
• Partnership with community 

groups – Police, RNLI, GCT, etc.

Helping you feel safe and supported in the Sixth 
Form

Our Sixth Form is nearly 350 students. It means we can offer a lot of 
support to our school community through the following opportunities:





Important dates for parents

Date​ Time (if applicable)​ Event​

Wednesday 20th Sept​ Electives begin​

Thursday 12th October 430-730​ Year 12 & 13 Tutor Reviews (online)

W/c 16th Oct (final week of term 1) RAG Week

W/c Monday 6th Nov LOAF Week

Thursday 9th Nov Early finish​ Sixth Form open evening (school ends at end of period 5)​

13th Nov Year 13 Achievement review issued​ shortly after this date

Tuesday 12th Dec​ Lunch time​ Christmas Lunch​

Thursday 25th Jan​ 4.00 pm – 7.30 pm​ Year 13 Progress Evening​

February - first two weeks of term 3 Year 13 Mock exams

Thursday March 21st 530-7pm Post 18 Apprenticeship Evening

Thursday 9th May​ Last teaching day for year 13​

Thursday 27th June TBC​ Evening​ Leavers' Ball​



A quick word 
about "Study 
Ratings"

• We are continuing to follow up on the end of year 12 
mocks.

• Next FORMAL data collection is mid-November.

• We will feedback what Study Rating each student is and 
assign a member of staff to be their "mentor".



A quick note about EPQs

Students should have 
submitted their EPQs 
to their supervisors 

now. Logbooks need 
to be finalised.

Marking and 
moderation has to be 
complete by the end 

of this term



Post 18 – Different options

• Students should have ALL set up a UCAS 
account and be working on an application

• Careers sessions are more bespoke. Sept –
Dec only

• Personal Statements/CVs are a priority

• Early application deadline students have to 
complete everything by Monday 2nd October

• Unifrog is a great one stop shop for different 
opportunities and advice



UCAS 
Timeline



UCAS 
Timeline



UCAS – the 
application 

journey



UCAS – the 
application 

journey



UCAS Plan A, plan B, plan c

AMBITIOUS SOLID CAUTIOUS



Three useful apprenticeship 
sites

• UCAS - here

• Institute for apprenticeships - here

• Gov.uk - here

https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships/how-find-apprenticeship
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/?
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


A quick word about NEA
"Non examined assessment"

MUSIC
18/1/24 - Y13 mock recitals (the full programme they 
intend to use for their actual recitals)
11/3/24 - actual assessed recitals
22/3/24 - Cardiff BBC National Orchestra of Wales trip
1/4/24 - Arranging exam launches
17/4/24 - Arranging exam day (full day in music)
10/5/24 - Deadline for all composition work to be 
submitted

History DEADLINE is 10th Nov 2023



A quick word about NEA
"Non examined assessment"

SCIENCES:

Biology 28th March 2023

Physics – the same, 28th March

Chemistry – the same!



English Faculty
"Non examined assessment"



DT Faculty
"Non examined assessment"

A-Level DT

50% of the grade

Keep working on this – use faculty space 
in your free periods (essential)



PE Faculty
"Non examined assessment"

Year 13 Cambridge Technical

Unit 17 completion – by 15th October 2023

Unit 3 exam (external) – Monday January 15th 2024 
(pm)

Unit 19 completion – by 28th March 2024



Geography
"Non examined assessment"

Deadlines are "chunked" and shared with students on 
an ongoing basis.

Final deadline tbc.

Stay on top of the interim deadlines!



How to be effective with study to retain and 
apply information

Time 
management

• Deadlines

• Keeping on top 
of Firefly 
(removing 
completed tasks)

• Stay on top of 
the inbox (not 
always easy!)

Independence 
and Responsibility

• Being proactive.

Effective use of 
free periods

• Plan ahead. 
Remove 
distractions.

• Apps

Bring the correct 
equipment.

• Staff should not 
having to 
provide text 
books that have 
been forgotten 
or pens!

Assess, Plan, Do, 
Review

• Make this a habit



Making Reflection a Habit



Keep encouraging READING!



On a slightly less serious note



RAG Week 23’s programme

MONDAY

MINIONS

COMMON ROOM QUIZ

TUESDAY

SPORTS

DODGEBALL - STUDENTS vs 

TEACHERS

WED

LETTER OF YOUR NAME

RAG FAIR

THURS

FESTIVALS

RAG FEST

FRI

PYJAMAS

RECYCLED 

FASHION CHALLENGE 

2!



Year 13 Parental Information Evening

Once again, thank you for coming!

A c A copy of this presentation will be available soon and we 
hope to see you at other school events during the year.

Tom Heysham – Head of Year 13
theysham@gordanoschool.org.uk
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