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5th March 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
In this letter: 

 Mass Student testing  
 Guidance for the return to school from Monday 8th March 
 Uniform 
 Parental Zoom Q&A 

 
n.b. if any hyperlinks do not work, please try to copy and paste URL into your web 
browser. 
 
Mass Student Testing 
 
We have had a very smooth start to the mass testing process with Year 11; many 
thanks to them for being their usual brilliant selves. They have set the example for 
other year groups by ensuring that almost every single student attended their test 
at their appointment time. All students have now been emailed their appointment 
day and time, and this will stay the same for each of the three tests. 
 
Please ensure that consent for testing has been given at least the day before testing, 
or it will not show up on the school database when students arrive for their test. 
Please use the link given my previous letter (it is also on the website). All students 
have been allocated an appointment time whether or not consent has been given, 
but we are unable to carry out a test if consent has not been given. 
 
Please do watch the video describing the testing process (set as a Firefly task for 
students) before students arrive for their test – it will hugely help them understand 
and reassure them about the process.  
 
Guidance for the return to school from Monday 8th March 
 
A reminder for the schedule for next week is below: 
 
 First Test Date Full return to school 

Year 13 Saturday 6th March Monday 8th March 

Year 12 Saturday 6th March Monday 8th March 

Year 11 Friday 5th March Monday 8th March 

Year 10 Monday 8th March Tuesday 9th March 

Year 9 Thursday 11th March Friday 12th March 



 

 

Year 8 Wednesday 10th March Thursday 11th March 

Year 7 Tuesday 9th March Wednesday 10th March 

 
Mr McGilloway has recorded two videos for students to remind them of the key 
expectations and guidance for the return to school from Monday. These have been 
set as a Firefly task for students and can be found below, together with an ‘overview’ 
that is more directed towards parents: 
 

 Presentation 1: https://vimeo.com/519849437/84590ce57e 
 Presentation 2: https://vimeo.com/519850459/99ca2008fd 
 Overview (more for parents): https://vimeo.com/519884452/7aaa0b6bda 

 
Uniform 
 
As per the videos above, the expectations for uniform are the same as before 
Christmas. Full school uniform must be worn, but students may wear a school-
branded hoodie instead of their school blazer until further notice, for warmth. 
 
Students with a PE or Dance lesson on that day may wear Gordano branded PE / 
Dance kit for the whole day. Please ensure this is only on days when they have these 
lessons. 
 
Parental Zoom Q&A 
 
Parents will have the opportunity to join a parental ‘Q and A’ session at the 
following times to seek clarification and ask any questions, as per before our 
previous return to school in September and January:  
 
Sunday 7th March at 6pm: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84807177548?pwd=VFY4UFVOaTVVUzFCdVRFeVhCNXo0dz09 
Meeting ID: 848 0717 7548 
Passcode: 989594 
 
Monday 8th March at 6pm 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87080154319?pwd=Z1R3NWx0eDcrZlRUU3VIMk9UUkxGUT09 
Meeting ID: 870 8015 4319 
Passcode: 982486 
 
And finally … 
 
Today marks another very important milestone in the pandemic – with luck, the end 
of whole school closures and the return to a more normal routine. The coming weeks 
and months will no doubt bring plenty of trials, but to see the site come back to life 
with the buzz of students next week will be a huge lift to the spirits. 
 



 

 

I would like to offer my heartfelt thanks for the way that you have supported your 
children in some really challenging times during the school closures. We know that 
many of you have been at full stretch trying to support them whilst continuing with 
your own work and other priorities. 
 
I believe that we can look forward with great confidence that we are in the best 
possible position to support our students as we move forward into the next phase, 
thanks to the huge efforts of parents, staff and the resilience of your children – they 
have been remarkable and deserve most credit of all. We can’t wait to see them 
again. 
 
With all the best for an enjoyable weekend.  
 
Best wishes, 
 

  
Tom Inman  
 
Headteacher 


