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19th November 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

In this letter 

• Covid situation and LFD Testing 

• 2nd dose of Covid Vaccine for 16- and 17-year-olds 

• Parental communication with school staff 

 

Covid situation and LFD Testing 
 
I am pleased to report a continued decline in positive Covid cases in the school. This 
sustained fall since half term will now allow us to relax some of our contingency 
arrangements and we will be able to hold assemblies again from Monday.  
 
However, we will maintain the wearing of face coverings indoors for the time being. It has 
still not yet been three weeks since the completion of the in-school vaccinations (the time 
for full protection to build) and we see the continued wearing of face coverings as a very 
positive influence on other ‘Covid-safe’ behaviours. NB If you have an outstanding charge 
on your ParentPay account regarding face coverings, please clear this as soon as possible. 
 
I was very pleased to receive an email from the DfE yesterday recognising the particularly 
high level of LFD testing and reporting by students. This is really reassuring and entirely 
typical of the very strong support that we have had from students and parents throughout 
the pandemic. Thank you. 
 

2nd dose of Covid Vaccine for 16- and 17-year-olds 

 

We have received confirmation that a second dose of the Pfizer vaccine is being offered to 

all healthy 16- to 17-year-olds, to be given 12 weeks or more following their first vaccine 

dose. 16- and 17-year-olds will not be vaccinated through the Schools Programme, but 

through vaccination centres, community pharmacies and GP-led primary care network sites. 

The national booking service will be available from Monday 22nd November for 16- and 17-

year-olds to book their vaccine. 

 

More information can be found here:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-in-children-and-

young-people-aged-16-to-17-years-jcvi-statement-november-2021 
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Parental communication with school staff 

 

We really value the support we get from parents and welcome your contact regarding your 

child – it is a huge part of what makes a large school run well. The vast majority of this 

communication is really helpful and constructive.  

 

Fortunately it is very rare at Gordano, but there are odd occasions where genuine worry can 

spill over into communications that are unreasonable in tone. We understand that there are 

times when you are very worried about your child, and we know that we live in anxious 

times. However, just as we have a duty of care to students, I also have a duty of care to my 

staff and I must protect them from communication that is inappropriate and that can cause 

deep upset to people who dedicate themselves tirelessly to their students. Where this is the 

case, I have asked staff to pass this on to members of the senior team, who will communicate 

with parents accordingly. 

 

We also understand, where you have a concern about something in school, that you would 

like it to be addressed as soon as possible. Please do note, however, that in many cases 

teaching staff will be teaching every lesson in a day and will often have an after-school 

commitment. Your understanding that it may take a few days to respond to a query is really 

appreciated. Obviously, where the matter is more urgent, staff will endeavour to either 

respond immediately themselves or pass the matter on to someone else to follow up. 

 

Time is a very precious commodity for us all at the moment and staff are doing everything 

they can in really challenging circumstances (as in many workplaces). Your support in 

ensuring that communications are necessary and go to the right place is really appreciated. 

We will shortly be issuing a reminder to parents of the best contacts for different types of 

query to help. 

 

Thank you for your support in this very important matter. 

 

 

As we wrestle with the ongoing challenges thrown at us by the pandemic, it continues to be 

such a pleasure to see students engaging in so many aspects of school life beyond the 

classroom. These experiences are a huge part of our ‘vision’ for students at Gordano. Please 

do talk to your child(ren) about making the very most of these opportunities. Current 

opportunities are available on the QR code on the school website:  

https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/students/extra-curricular 

 

With best wishes. 

 

 

 

 

Tom Inman  

Headteacher 
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