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29th January 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

In this letter: 

 Update on pupils returning to schools 

 Screen Break Day – Wed 3rd February 

 February Half Term 

 Progress Evenings 

 LGBT+ History Month – February 2020 

 National Apprenticeships Week – Week Commencing 8th February – can you help? 

 Activities Week – July 2021 

 Staying Safe Online – a reminder 

 

Update on pupils returning to schools 

 

You will have heard the Prime Minister’s announcement this week that schools in England will not 

open more widely until 8th March at the earliest, subject to a review of the public health evidence. 

Although very sad not to be returning after half term, it is in some ways reassuring to at least have a 

‘target date’ for the wider re-opening of schools. Let’s keep our fingers firmly crossed! 

 

Of course, given the confirmation that students will continue to learn from home for at least some of 

Term 4, we are thinking hard about how we can continue to support students as best we possibly 

can, both in their learning but also in a wider sense. We’ve been very pleased, in general, with how 

Term 3 has gone, but as the ‘fatigue’ of learning from home builds, we are carefully reviewing 

exactly how we can develop this further as we progress into Term 4. 

 

Screen Break Day - Wednesday 3rd February 

 

Linked to the above, we will be holding a ‘screen break’ day next Wednesday 3rd February. This will 

be a day where normal ‘live’ lessons are suspended, and students will follow an alternative 

programme for the day, with the opportunity to get a bit of a break from their screens. We think 

that this can serve lots of benefits; allowing students the chance to catch up, organise themselves 

and engage in wider educational aims (such as independent work, reading, enrichment activities and 

more ‘wellbeing’-type activities). We also hope it might act as a refreshing change for parents! 

 

Importantly, this will not be a ‘day off’. Students will be given a structure for the day, and be 

expected to ‘record’ their engagement (more to follow on Monday). But it will serve to reinforce 

some important broader goals and encourage a break from the ever-present screens. 
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February Half Term 

 
The Department for Education this week confirmed that schools will close fully over the February 
half term period, including for children of keyworkers and those struggling to access remote 
education. A reminder that we also have an INSET Day on Friday 12th February. 
  

Progress Evenings 

 

We have been pleased to hear of the success of our first ‘full’ Progress Evening last night with Year 

7s and their parents. We will be holding any Progress Evenings in Term 4 online, and are likely to 

follow suit for other year-groups in the summer terms. We will issue further guidance to parents of 

each year-group in due course. 

 

We will also be in touch with Year 11 parents on Monday to finalise dates for the Year 11 Progress 

Evening and Futures Evenings, which we are reviewing in light of changes to the mock exam 

schedule. 

 

LGBT+ History Month – February 2020 

 

This year LGBT+ History Month is set around the theme of ‘Body, Mind, Spirit’. Please see link for 

further details - https://lgbtplushistorymonth.co.uk/ 

 

During LGBT+ History Month, teachers, at various points, will be presenting a slide before their 

lesson celebrating an individual or individuals in their subject area who have overcome intolerance, 

discrimination and prejudice as members of the LGBT+ community.  Your support of the important 

values of tolerance and diversity has never been more important than at this moment in our history. 

 
Activities Week – July 2021 
 
Although it will come as little surprise to many, it is now clear that we will not be able to run our 
Activities Week programme as planned in July 2021. Although we still hope to be able to run a 
number of our normal summer ‘events’ during this week (including our Sports Day events), this will 
now not take the usual form of an ‘off timetable’ week for all students. I am sorry that our students 
will not have the opportunity to benefit from some of these wonderful experiences this summer, but 
it is simply not going to be possible in the current climate. 

 
National Apprenticeships Week – Week Commencing 8th February – can you help? 

 

With National Apprenticeship Week (w/c Feb 8th) and National Careers Week (w/c March 1st) coming 

up, we are keen for our students to engage with the variety of future careers paths available.  

Students are being invited to our virtual teatime networking events and our Higher Apprenticeship 

Evening (Thursday 11th February) and around these events we would love students to learn about 

the career sectors our families are involved with.  
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We know that our employment context varies widely at the moment, but if you feel able to share a 

photo of yourself holding a sign showing your occupation (past or present) we would be very 

grateful. Ideally, the image will include an item that epitomises your career role or - if possible - be 

taken at your work place (clearly, this is extremely difficult for many at present). We are particularly 

interested in how people may have pivoted careers and perhaps taken new and unanticipated 

directions (we would love to know if there was a specific need for retraining here).  

  

The images and stories will be collated and shared with students. Please email photographs/case 

studies to Chris Beer, Lead Teacher of Careers (cbeer@gordanoschool.org.uk) by Friday 5th February. 

 

Staying Safe Online - a reminder 

 

With the increased use of online lessons and learning, it is inevitable that children will be exposed to 

more risk – inadvertently or deliberately accessing inappropriate material/content, being approached 

online by adults who may attempt to groom or influence the children. These risks are always there of 

course, but we need to be even more vigilant as parents/carers during this lockdown period. 

 

We have had a few reports of parents finding some inappropriate material, for example on their 

children’s phones. We would ask that parents check what your children are accessing, that you apply 

the appropriate parental controls on any sites or platforms, and that you update these as advised by 

the various sites and platforms. 

 

More information and guidance can be found on a variety of websites, but some examples are: 

 https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 

 https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/ 

 https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers 

 https://www.bbc.com/ownit/the-basics/8-tips-for-staying-safe-online (aimed more at 

children) 

The above sites will also advise on how to report any concerns to the relevant body should you need 

to do so. 

 

 

As we reach the end of January it seems timely to look back and see how far we have come in the 

last month. I continue to be inspired by the engagement and perseverance of our young people, the 

tireless efforts of our staff and the huge support of parents. In something I wrote about the school 

this week I described it as having a ‘big heart’ - thanks for all you’re doing to help it beat so strongly 

through such challenging times. 

 

With best wishes for a relaxing weekend. 

 

  

Tom Inman 

Headteacher 
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