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12th February 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
In this letter:  

 Screen Break Day - Senior Student Film 

 Contact Tracing for In-School Students 

 Remote Learning in Term 4 

 INSET Day Change – now Friday 5th March 

 And finally… 
 
Screen Break Day – Senior Student Film 
 
One of our Senior Students, Nattie, has put together a short video summarising 
some of the activities that students got involved with on the Screen Break Day. 
This has been shared with students, and is available to watch here: 
https://vimeo.com/511029750/308efb698c 
 
She also highlights the forthcoming ‘virtual RAG week’ in the first week of March, 
raising money for our partner communities in Kenya through ‘Mend the Gap’, our 
link charity. More to follow after half term, and we’ll welcome the involvement of 
students and parents.  
 
Contact Tracing for In-School Students during Half Term 
 
We will need to contact trace for any students who have been onsite on 
Wednesday 10th and Thursday 11th February and develop possible Covid symptoms 
up to 4pm tomorrow (Saturday 13th). In the event of this happening, please email 
Charlotte Thomas, Assistant Headteacher (cthomas@gordanoschool.org.uk) and she 
will contact you.  
 
Remote Learning in Term 4 
 
It is clear that, despite remote provision generally going really well, we need to 
keep reviewing and refining the experience to make it as engaging and sustainable 
as possible for both students and staff as the school closure period continues. 
 
In response to feedback from students, parents and staff, we plan to provide 
students with a slightly more varied learning 'diet' in Term 4. We will maintain the 
general structure of the current school day, and the approach will change as 
follows: 
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 Up to one in every three live lessons in any subject may be replaced by 
approximately 50 minutes of independent learning, set on Firefly. This will 
be dependent on the context of the subject and class. Any ‘independent 
learning lessons’ will allow students to consolidate previous learning, 
complete any unfinished tasks and work away from screens if preferred. 
 

 During this time small group support may be provided for students that 
would most benefit, in the form of a 30 minute targeted subject session. 
Students in these sessions will not be expected to complete the independent 
Firefly tasks set for the lesson. Invitations for these sessions will be sent via 
Class Charts (more information to follow) so that both parents and students 
will be aware of these targeted sessions relevant to your child in a way that 
is not shared with the whole class. It is an expectation that invited students 
do attend these sessions, just as with any other lesson. 

 

 All other lessons will continue as at present, with a live element and 
structured tasks as appropriate. Whilst we would encourage it (it’s a 
massive help to the teacher!) we do understand that students may prefer 
not to have their cameras on. However, we would expect students to be 
able to contribute verbally to lessons when asked, rather than rely on the 
chat bar. If PCs / laptops don’t have a microphone, most students could join 
the lesson via their phones as well and use that as a microphone, but if any 
families are struggling with access to a microphone please contact 
TRTICT@gordanoschool.org.uk, and our Technical Team will support you as 
necessary. We will be reinforcing this expectation with students in an 
Assembly in tutor time on Monday 22nd February. If any parents have a 
particular concern about this for their child, please contact their tutor in 
the first instance. 

 

 The afternoons of 25th February and 4th March (both Thursdays) will be 
‘Screen Break’ afternoons. For Years 11, 12 and 13 this will be an 
opportunity for further independent study. Years 7-10 will be provided with 
an activity menu in the manner of our first Screen Break day (4th March is 
World Book Day providing an obvious theme for that afternoon!). This will 
also enable staff to prepare fully for the online parents evenings for Year 13 
and 11 on those days. 

 
INSET Day Date Change – now Friday 5th March 2021 
 
In light of the potential return to school for some year groups from Monday         
8th March, we have changed the March INSET Day from Monday 8th March to Friday 
5th March. It wouldn’t feel right to have an INSET Day on the first potential day 
back for students. 
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And finally… 
 
As we are now used to, we know that next term will provide more new challenges, 
with guidance from the Department for Education due on 22nd February about our 
potential return to school. 
 
In such times, and with so many unknowns (especially for those in Year 11 and 13) 
it is tempting to feel like we don’t have time to ‘stop’ and take some time out. 
However, I think these are just the moments where we need to take the 
opportunity to re-set, relax and rejuvenate ready for a fresh start in Term 4. As 
the journalist Sydney J Harris put it: “The time to relax is when you don’t have 
time for it”. 
 
We know that Year 11 and 13 students will continue to have an eye on their 
upcoming assessments and it will be wise for these students to strike a balance 
between consolidation work and rest, but my advice to families (and staff!) for 
half term would be to try and make half term feel as different as possible (given 
the limitations!) and a real break from the routine, and especially the screens. 
Let’s hope the sun shines for at least some of it! 
 
Thank you to every member of our community for all you continue to do to 
support our school and students. Wishing you all a well-deserved and enjoyable 
half term break. Spring is just around the corner, and we look forward to 
hearing the happy buzz of students in school again as soon as possible. 
 
Stay safe and best wishes, 
 

  
Tom Inman  
Headteacher 


