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11th June 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
In this letter:  

 Importance of Lateral Flow Testing 
 Year 11 and 13 ‘Bridging Fortnight’, 14th – 25th June 
 Activities / Sports Week, 5th – 9th July 
 And Finally… 

 
Importance of Lateral Flow Testing 
 
With the rise in Covid cases, both nationally and locally, of the new ‘delta’ variant, it is so 
important that students (and families) continue to take Lateral Flow Tests twice a week. 
Most are, which is a great reassurance, but there has been a slight reduction in reporting 
over recent weeks. 
 
We have had no recent positive cases confirmed at Gordano, but you may be aware that 
Clevedon School has had to temporarily return to remote learning for Years 8 and 9 due to 
a cluster of cases coming back from half term. It is only a matter of time before we have 
some cases, and as such, it is so important to catch it early in order to minimise impact on 
education. 
 
Thank you for your continued support in ensuring these are completed and recorded. 
 
Year 11 and 13 ‘Bridging Fortnight’, 14th – 25th June 
 
We are really looking forward to welcoming Year 11 and 13 back on site over the next two 
weeks. Our team have put in place a really comprehensive package of academic and wider 
support to act as a ‘stepping stone’ from Year 11 and 13 to their next steps, no matter what 
these are.  
 
Whist we encourage all Year 11 and 13 students to engage in the breadth of the offer, any 
Year 11 students considering returning to Sixth Form are required to attend, as this 
effectively acts as the first fortnight of their Sixth Form career. 
 
Thanks to our amazing team I genuinely believe that this is something pretty unique, and I 
urge Year 11 and 13 to make the very best of it. It will be lovely to have them back. Please 
ensure that they have carried out Lateral Flow Tests before returning to the site, and remind 
them that the usual school expectations continue to apply as normal. 
 
Activities Week – week commencing 5th July 
 
On Monday we will hear whether the planned relaxation of rules on Monday 21st June will 
be going ahead. It seems likely that that return to ‘full freedoms’ might well be delayed a 
few more weeks, and we wait to hear what that means for education settings. 
 



 

 

In the meantime we are continuing to plan a ‘scaled back’ version of an Activities / Sports 
Week. The ‘outline’ plan for this is as follows: 
 
 Year 7  Year 8  Year 9  Year 10  Year 12  
Mon 5th July  AM – Sports Day 

Pre-decided 
events  

AM – Sports Day 
Pre-decided 
events  
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PM – Sports Day PM – Sports Day 

Tue 6th July      AM – Sports Day 
Pre-decided 
events  

AM – Sports Day 
Pre-decided events  

PM – Sports Day PM – Sports Day 

Wed 7th July  ‘Aspire’ conference   Off-Timetable Day  
Thu 8th July  Swimming Gala (am)     
Fri 9th July  Sponsored Walk        

 
Those cells shaded in green indicate that normal lessons will continue for anyone not 
involved in any events taking place at that time. Where cells are shaded in red the 
yeargroup(s) concerned will not follow a normal timetable as they will all be involved in 
alternative planned activities. 
 
More detail will follow regarding specific activities will follow over the next couple of weeks. 
School uniform will need to be worn as usual unless informed otherwise. 
 
Please note that this remains a provisional plan, and we may, of course, need to change it 
on the basis of Covid Risk Assessments, but we have our fingers firmly crossed! 
 
And Finally… 
 
For those with ‘Sky Kids’, watch out for the new comedy show ‘Dodo’, written and directed 
by Jack Bennett, a former Gordano Student, which airs from Monday. The story follows the 
highs and lows of the main character Joe and his friends in the first year of Secondary 
School. According to Jack there may be a few recognisable features and people from his 
time at Gordano, so we’re intrigued to see what (or who) we might spot! 

The idea behind the series is that all the problems, that seem to be so huge when you are 
living them during those difficult years, are really not that big a deal in the end. I think we 
could all take something from that at the moment, but in particular it might be a really 
healthy message for our students. We continue to be so proud of in the way that they have 
coped with, and are ‘bouncing back’ from, this challenging time, and sincerely hope they’ll 
be able to look back, in due course, and put it all into perspective. 

With every good wish for a sunny weekend, 

  
Tom Inman  
Headteacher 


