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31st October 2021 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Covid Cases and In-School Measures 

 

On return to school tomorrow, we will be continuing to maintain additional in-school 

mitigations until we can further review case rates following the significant increase in cases 

before half term. 

 

These will be:  

 

For all students: 

• Unless exempt, students will be required to wear a face covering when in indoor 

communal areas such as corridors, Common Rooms and dining areas (unless eating), 

including when moving around the site. Please ensure that your child has at least 

one spare face covering in case one breaks or becomes dirty.  

• Students will not be required to wear a face covering during lessons or when in 

outdoor communal spaces (e.g. the school field / courts during break or lunch) 

• Students should continue to test using LFTs three times per week (before school on 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday). Please ENSURE that they have tested this evening 

or tomorrow morning before school. Please ensure test results are logged via the 

school’s ‘TestRegister’ system as well as via the gov.uk site. 

• More test kits will be distributed early this week. We would also encourage you to 

order more via: 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 

• Students will be asked to be particularly vigilant on hand hygiene (including the use 

of hand sanitiser on the way into and out of lessons and dining facilities) and cleaning 

of desks at the end of lessons. 

• Assemblies this week will continue to be held ‘virtually’ with students remaining in 

tutor bases. 

 

For students in Year 11 

• Until we establish whether there remains a higher rate of cases in Year 11 we will 

be asking Year 11 students to return to a ‘bubble’ in social times to reduce mixing 

with other years. They will have dedicated indoor social space in the Main Hall 

(catering facilities will be provided), with a section of the school field available as 

an outdoor area. 

 

We will review the position at the end of this week in liaison with Public Health England. 
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Please ensure that any PCR test results (positive or negative) are reported to the school 

immediately (via attendance@gordanoschool.org.uk). 

 
Flu and Covid Vaccinations for 12- to 15-year-olds 

 

We are expecting Flu and Covid vaccinations to take place in school from tomorrow. Thank 

you for confirming consent. If you did NOT complete the consent form by last night’s 

deadline then your child will not be able to receive a vaccination. 

 

Vaccinations will provisionally take place on the following days, but please note that this 

may change: 

Year 11 Monday 1st November 

Year 10 Tuesday 2nd November 

Year 9  Wednesday 3rd November 

Year 8  Thursday 4th November 

Year 7  Friday 5th November 

 

For any parents that did not confirm consent for a Covid vaccination prior to last night’s 

deadline but still wish for their child to be vaccinated, we would recommend booking 

through the online NHS vaccination booking service: 

 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/ 

 

We would also recommend this for any children who are unable to get their vaccination this 

week due to having tested positive by a PCR test in the last 28 days. 

 

Further information on the process is available on the government website: 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-schools/covid-19-

vaccination-programme-for-young-people-guidance-for-parents 

 

Uniform in Term 2 

 

A reminder to ensure that pupils start Term 2 wearing the correct uniform. Uniform is the 

most obvious illustration of our expectations, and it is essential that it meets the standards 

we set. Please refer back to Monday’s letter for specific details.  

 
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/_site/data/files/letters%20home/462951BF6250223080D713197A2C190A.pdf 

 
As stated in that letter, from tomorrow we will allow students to wear their Gordano PE 

or Dance hoodies instead of their school blazer, as we will be maintaining ventilation in 

the colder weather. The hoodie can only be either the Gordano PE or Dance hoodie. 

Students will be asked to remove any other hoodie that is not a PE or Dance hoodie (and 

an A1 / uniform detention will be applied). All other expectations (including wearing a 

tie) will be maintained. 
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I sincerely hope that we will see a reduction in the number of cases over coming days and 

that things will return to a much more sustainable level (and with the hope that the 

vaccination programme will help in this over coming weeks). However, we also have to be 

prepared for a continued high number of cases and the additional measures that this may 

mean we have to keep (or bring in). 

 

As ever, we’ll keep you informed of any changes as soon as decisions have been made, and 

your continued support is hugely appreciated. Amongst so much unpredictability, one 

reassuring certainty is that our wonderful pupil body will respond with their customary 

maturity and sense of community responsibility. It is of great reassurance as we enter 

another potentially challenging winter together.  

 

With best wishes for a happy and successful Term 2. 

 

 

 

 
Tom Inman  

Headteacher 


