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18th October 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 
Re: Rise in Covid Cases at Gordano 
 
In recent days we have seen a sharp increase of positive Covid tests amongst 
students. We currently have over 50 students with confirmed positive PCRs (about 
2.5% of the school population), but also a significant number who are awaiting PCR 
results having had positive LFD results or who have possible Covid symptoms.  
 
This very much matches the national and local patterns that we are seeing (the 
figures for North Somerset show a 262% increase in the last week). This is also on 
top of the issue reported last week of a large number of positive PCR tests from the 
South West being misreported as negative, meaning that the actual increase will be 
even higher. 
 
We have a particular concentration of cases in Year 11 that started to emerge 
towards the end of last week (as informed to Year 11 parents in my letter on 
Thursday evening) and has continued over the weekend. 
 
Until now over this term we have been fortunate to maintain a very low residual 
rate of Covid with the measures we have had in place, but we now need to take 
clear steps to mitigate against further transmission in the school and ‘peg back’ the 
number of cases in school. These have been agreed with the local Health Protection 
Team. 
 
For all students: 
 

• Unless exempt, we are asking that all students wear a face covering when in 
indoor communal areas such as corridors, Common Rooms and dining areas 
(unless eating), including when moving around the site. Please ensure that 
your child has at least one spare face covering in case one breaks or becomes 
dirty. We do have some emergency disposable face coverings available at the 
Student Centre, but we need to rely on students bringing their own. 

• Students will not be required to wear a face covering during lessons or when 
in outdoor communal spaces (e.g. the school field / courts during break or 
lunch) 

• Students should increase the frequency of testing to three times per week. 
This week (assuming students have tested today), we would ask students to 
test before school on Wednesday and Friday mornings. If families run out of 
test kits, please endeavour to order more via: 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 
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• We have a small number of extra LFD test kits in school but will need to use 
these sparingly whilst we are awaiting the delivery of more kits from Public 
Health England. 

• Students will be asked to be particularly vigilant on hand hygiene (including 
the use of hand sanitiser on the way into and out of lessons and dining 
facilities) and cleaning of desks at the end of lessons. 

• Assemblies this week will be held ‘virtually’ with students remaining in tutor 
bases. 

 
For students in Year 11: 
 

• All students* in Year 11 are advised to get a PCR test as soon as possible to 
help identify positive cases. Tests should be booked in the usual way via: 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. 
* If a Year 11 student has tested positive (via PCR) in the last 90 days they 
do not need to get another PCR test unless they develop one of the qualifying 
symptoms. 

• Where possible, PCR tests should avoid school time (via drive in centres / 
postal kits), but the first priority is to book a test as soon as possible, so if 
essential, students will need to sign out / in if getting a test during the school 
day tomorrow. 

• Unless symptoms emerge, students can continue to attend school whilst 
waiting for the result. 

• Students should then continue to carry out a LFD test daily for the remainder 
of this week. 

• From tomorrow we will be asking Year 11 students to return to a ‘bubble’ in 
social times to reduce mixing with other years. They will have dedicated 
indoor social space in the Main Hall (catering facilities will be provided), with 
a section of the school field available as an outdoor area. 

 
These steps will initially be implemented for the remainder of this week in the first 
instance. We will review the position at the end of the week but the continuation of 
these measures for at least a week following half term is likely in order to give 
sufficient time for rates to respond. 
 

Clearly half term represents an opportunity for a ‘fire break’ to help settle case 
rates, but this will only be the case if social contact is reduced rather than increased 
in half term. The last thing we want to do is to interfere with people’s plans and the 
lives of our brilliant students, especially when they have been so affected over the 
last 18 months, but the implications on education as we head into November are 
clear so I would ask you to think about managing this carefully over the break. It will 
also significantly help the vaccination programme (due in the first week back) to 
have as many students in attendance as possible. 
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Finally, a reminder of how important it is that, if a student is showing the qualifying 

symptoms, they get a PCR test and self-isolate until the result is known, even if Lateral Flow 

Test results are negative. 

 

We will, of course, continue to monitor the situation very carefully and keep you informed, 

and I will write again on Friday (unless there is need to do so beforehand). 

 

I know that there will be many views about the measures we put in place; it is a constant 

balance that we are trying to maintain between transmission risk and continuity of 

education after such a disrupted 18 months. My priority is to be clear on the actions that 

we do decide to take so that it is as transparent as possible for everyone.  

 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

With best wishes  

 
 
 
 

 

Tom Inman  

Headteacher 


