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25th March 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
My apologies for the lack of the usual Friday letter last week (it has been an unusually 
busy time, even in the current climate) and with apologies for the length of this letter. 
 
In this letter: 

• Enrichment Activities 

• Twice weekly Covid-19 testing at home for students 

• Testing for parents, households and bubbles 

• Advice from the Police 

• Students late to school 

• Uniform 

• End of Term 4 

• And finally... 
 
Enrichment Activities 
 
It has been an absolute pleasure seeing a return to enrichment and extra-curricular 
activities at school (all Covid-compliant, of course). Just on the first day of the PE extra-
curricular clubs we had over 100 students involved, and it’s been great to see so many 
students engaged each day after school. 
 
It was a much-needed opportunity to be able to ‘share a smile’ on Friday for Comic 
Relief. At a time where there has been far too little ‘fun’ students enjoyed a ‘masked 
singer’ competition, guessing the members of staff showcasing their talent (or lack of!) 
behind a range of interesting attire! Huge thanks to all those that contributed to a very 
valuable cause and wore some red to cheer us up. 
 
And at the other end of the musical spectrum, the music department put together a 
beautiful recording of Eric Whitacre’s ‘Seal Lullaby’, including contributions from a 
range of students, parents and staff. It provided a much-needed moment of serene calm 
amongst all the current challenges. 
 
Amongst the concerns about the academic impact of the pandemic, we are also focusing 
very hard on the wider opportunities that we give the students to ‘build back’ all the 
things that they have missed and that develop the broad set of qualities that are typical 
of Gordano students and so important for later life … like creativity, teamwork and 
resilience. Please encourage your child(ren) to get involved.  
 
Twice-weekly COVID-19 testing at home for students 

 
Today marks the final day of ‘in-school’ mass Covid testing. Since January our Covid 
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Testing Team have completed over 7,800 Covid tests! This is a Herculean effort, and I 
am indebted to the staff and members of the wider community who have carried out 
this really important mission with such professionalism, care and enthusiasm. 
 
I would also like to pay tribute to our students. They have been wonderful in the way 
that they have conducted themselves throughout and utterly typical of the way that 
they have returned to school. 
 
Students will now be moving to twice-weekly testing at home. This remains really 
important - up to 1 in 3 people who have COVID-19 have no symptoms and could be 
spreading it without knowing. Getting into a regular habit of testing twice a week will 
catch any asymptomatic cases and help stop the virus spreading, protect families and 
friends, and reduce the chances of missing any more school. 
 
Students will have now collected their first ‘batch’ of home test kits (Year 9 will do so 
as they arrive for their final test today). Any students who have not collected their test 
kits should do so from the Student Centre – we will indicate to them when they should 
do this. 
 
We are asking that all consenting students carry out their home tests on a Monday and 
Thursday of each week. Students in Years 10–13 should carry out their first test today. 
Students in Years 7-9 should carry out their first test on Monday (29th March). 
 
Test results will be logged via ‘Test Register’. Parents can use 
https://testregister.co.uk/login and enter the email address we hold for you as a 
parent. If you use the link, and enter your email (as we have in our records) then you 
will receive an email in your inbox with a link that will expire after two minutes and 
can only be used once. Alternatively, you can respond to a reminder email which we 
will turn on from next Monday (the first day where all year groups will be home testing). 
 
The result also needs to be logged on the gov.uk website (it’s a shame that the two 
systems don’t talk to each other, but I’m afraid that’s the way it is). The link appears 
on the ‘TestRegister’ system after you’ve logged the result from there, and is here: 
www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result. 
  
School will be notified automatically if a parent enters the results of a positive test from 
a home test kit issued by school, but in ANY cases of a positive result please e-mail 
Charlotte Thomas, Assistant Headteacher (cthomas@gordanoschool.org.uk) and our 
Attendance Team (attendance@gordanoschool.org.uk). 
 
Your child should also continue testing twice a week, at home, throughout the Easter 

school holidays. All students have enough tests to last the full Easter holiday. After the 

Easter holidays we will distribute more test kits, as necessary, through tutors. 

 
Please note that this does not replace testing for those with symptoms. If you have 
symptoms you must self-isolate immediately, book a PCR test and follow national 
guidelines.  
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Testing for parents, households and bubbles 
 
Regular rapid testing is now also available for parents, their households and support or 
childcare bubbles. The government is encouraging all families to participate in twice 
weekly testing to help stop the spread. 
 
Parents and other adults in the household can access tests by: 

• Ordering tests online www.gov.uk/order-school-household-tests    

• Getting an assisted test at work, if it is available 

• Attending a test site to get tested (where you will be able to see how to take the 
test) or pick up tests to do at home 

 
To find out more on school household testing visit Households and bubbles of pupils, 
students and staff of schools and colleges: get rapid lateral flow tests - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk) 
 

We continue to encourage everyone to take part in regular Covid-19 testing for the 
protection of the community. 
 
Advice from the Police 
 
The Police and PSCOs are coming across quite a few large groups of young people who 
are congregating together after school (mainly in the basketball courts in town). They 
are in groups of around 10 in most cases. 
  
The Police have highlighted that until the rules lift, the existing rule of exercising with 
only one person is still in place. Police have emphasised that all members of our 
community, including our young people, must adhere to this rule. More importantly, this 
increases the risk of transmission and of students having to self-isolate for a further 
period of time due to being a close contact of a positive case. 
 
The Police have also asked us to highlight to Parents/Carers that the derelict buildings 
in the quarry are being used by some young people after school and in the evening time. 
They emphasised that this is unsafe, and residents have raised concerns about young 
people using these buildings as social areas. The Police have confirmed that they will 
be carrying out more frequent checks of the area moving forward. 
 
Students late to school 
 
We are now resuming the sanctions for lateness to school. This will include after school 
detentions upon the third occurrence of lateness. Students are reminded to ensure they 
are fully aware of the new times of the school day and, if they are late to school, they 
must sign in at the Student Centre to ensure we know the reason they are late to school.  
 
Uniform 
 
Whilst for many students uniform is excellent, we have noticed an increase in the 
number of students who are not following our uniform expectations. We are applying 
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breaktime detentions where these expectations are clearly not being met, but are 
reinforcing a little more gently at present to ensure a smooth return and in 
understanding that it may have been a little more challenging to source uniform. 
 
Please note in advance, however, that we will be strongly reinforcing uniform 
expectations from the start of Term 5. From this point hoodies will no longer be able to 
be worn as an alternative to a blazer, as the weather will be warmer. Please also ensure 
that PE / Dance kit follows the guidance – notably, black leggings are not allowed; they 
must be navy blue. 
 
Thank you for your support in ensuring that standards of uniform return to their normal 
high levels. It speaks volumes of the pride and expectations that we hold in our 
community. 
 
End of Term 4 
 
Please note that the last day of term is next Thursday 1st April (as Friday 2nd April is 
Good Friday). Thursday 1st will be a full school day. 
 

And finally … 

 

It will have escaped no-one's notice that Tuesday marked a year since the first national 

lockdown and the closure of schools. I don’t think that we can yet start to look back 

with any true sense of perspective at how Covid has changed our lives and our world.  

 

However, it does feel like a moment to see how far we’ve come in our response. Looking 

back at over 50 letters that I have sent to parents since it all started I know that we 

have all learnt so much and come so far.  

 

In some ways, the challenges that Covid presents to society (and certainly education) 

are only just beginning, but I am also convinced that the way that our community has 

come together in the last twelve months will endure long beyond the wearing of face 

coverings and social distancing. This will enable us to tackle these challenges together 

and our community will be stronger and everyone better off for it. It’s a privilege to be 

part of that endeavour with you. 

 

With best wishes, 
 

  
Tom Inman  
Headteacher 


