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24th September 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
The sunny and warm weather has certainly added to a really positive start to the 
school year. It is wonderful to have the school running ‘normally’ and we are 
delighted with the way that students have engaged at the start of term and how 
well our new students have settled in so quickly.  
 
In this letter 

• Current Covid situation 

• Update on Covid Vaccinations for 12– to 15-year-olds 

• Early closure for Open Evening – Thursday 30th September 

• Attendance and Late to School 

• Dropping off at the School Entrance on Clevedon Road 

• Special offer on Gordano School sweaters 

 
Current Covid Situation 

 

Since the start of term, we have maintained a low and steady level of approximately 

10 students off with positive Covid tests at any time. This means that our Covid-

related absence rate has typically been about 0.5% of the school population. This is 

considerably lower than the national average of 1.6% for secondary schools. This is 

reassuring, but we don’t take it for granted and continue to ask all students and 

staff to follow the mitigations in place. 

 

Vaccinations for 12- to 15-year-olds 

 

Covid vaccinations will be offered to 12- to 15-year-olds in school and this will be at 

the same time as the nasal flu vaccinations. As per my previous letter, this is being 

run by the Schools Immunisation Team. Parents will be receiving digital consent 

forms for each vaccine individually and will be able to express their wishes for 

either, or both, vaccines. The team have clarified that they will only be vaccinating 

students where parental consent has been given. 

 

We are still waiting to be informed of the dates of these vaccinations, but expect 

to know in coming days and will let you know as soon as we do. 
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For more information around this programme please see 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-

schools/covid-19-vaccination-programme-for-children-and-young-people-guidance-

for-schools 

 

Early closure for Open Evening – Thursday 30th September 

 

This year we are extending the hours of our Year 6 Open Evening to allow a lower 

concentration of people on the school site at any one time, for Covid reasons. As 

such, we will be starting the Open Evening at 4pm, meaning that school will finish 

at the end of period 4 (12.50 / 12.55pm). Lunches will continue to be available in 

the ‘grab-n-go' canteen area for those who want to buy something before they go 

home, but there will not be any hot meals in the dining hall. 

 
Attendance and Late to School 

 

The NHS have some useful guidance for parents and carers on when to send children 
into school and when to keep them at home. This relates to both Covid and non-
Covid illnesses. Information can be found on the following web page: 
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/  
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school, please phone the absence line on 01275 
841374 or e-mail attendance@gordanoschool.org.uk no later than 9.30am each day 
they are absent.  
 
Full details can be found in the Gordano School Attendance Guidelines: 
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=27&type=pdf . 
 
Please remind students that if they feel unwell, they should go to the Student 
Centre, NOT contact parents directly. School will contact home if it is necessary for 
them to be collected. If your child does contact you and you have not spoken to a 
member of staff, please ring into school and speak to the Student Centre before 
setting off to collect your child. It is really important that the school is able to 
manage these situations for a range of reasons, including safeguarding and fire 
safety procedures. 
 

Although most do arrive on time, there have been too many students late to school 
each day this term. This causes disruption to learning for both those who are late 
and other students in the class, so we would ask all parents and carers to support 
their children in arriving at school in good time.  
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In addition to this, please note that gas engineering works are due to take place on 
the Clevedon Road from next Monday, 27th September. Temporary traffic lights may 
be required between the two mini-roundabouts so some disruption/delays are likely. 
The works are expected to last for two weeks, so students will need to leave 
sufficient additional time to get to school if travelling by car during this period. 
 
Dropping off at the School Entrance on Clevedon Road 
 
Please do not drop off students or do ‘U-turns’ at the Main Entrance on Clevedon 
Road as we have had a couple of near misses already this term and there is real 
potential for a very serious accident, especially in the mornings. It would be a 
tragedy for a serious accident to happen involving any member of our community.
 
Special offer on Gordano School sweaters 
 
Our school uniform suppliers, Price & Buckland, are currently offering school 
sweaters at the reduced price of £5 each (normally £15) when ordered directly 
from their website.  With the colder weather approaching and the continued need 
for ventilation in classrooms you may want to take advantage of this offer, visit 
the Price & Buckland website: 
https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/gordano 
 
 
My thanks to parents and carers for all your support in ensuring a really smooth 
start to the school year. 
 
With best wishes  
 

  
Tom Inman  
Headteacher 
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