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21st May 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
In this letter:  

 Attendance and Term Time Holidays 

 Collecting Students During the School Day 

 Car Parking and Drop Off / Pick Up 

 Year 11 & 13 

 Reminder – INSET Afternoon, Thursday 27th May 

 
Attendance and Term Time Holidays 
 
With restrictions easing and more travel being permitted as we head into summer, 
it is timely to remind parents and carers that term time holiday is not permitted, 
and leave of absence can be granted only in very exceptional circumstances. I know 
that we’re all desperate for a proper holiday, but given the impact of Covid on 
education, the attendance of children at school must be the first priority for us. 
 
Our usual attendance expectations continue to apply, and the Local Authority will 
support the school in considering fixed penalty notices where unauthorised absences 
occur. Further details of our attendance guidelines and the LSP attendance policy 
can be found on our website: 
 
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/page/?title=Attendance+and+Holidays+in+Ter
m+Time+%2F+Under+Exceptional+Circumstances&pid=68  
 
Collecting Students During the School Day 
 
Further to the information detailed in my previous letter (29th April), thank you to 
the vast majority of parents for ensuring that students speak to a member of staff 
if they feel unwell rather than contact you directly. We are still getting a small 
number of students calling home during the school day and parents coming to collect 
them without having spoken to a member of school staff first. This does make it 
much more difficult to manage. 
 
If you do receive a message from them asking you to collect them, please urge them 
to report to the Student Centre, and please call the school before making any 
agreement to collect them. Thank you for your support on this. 
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Car Parking and Drop Off / Pick Up 
 
As the road traffic has again increased, we are experiencing a few worrying 
situations caused by parents picking up, dropping off and turning around near the 
school in ways that cause congestions and a real hazard for other road users and 
students. If you are picking up or dropping off children, it is hugely helpful (and 
much easier) to drop them off at some distance from the school entrance. I dread 
the day that we have a serious accident involving a member of our school 
community. Thank you. 
 
Year 11 & 13 
 
Parents of Year 11 and 13 should, this afternoon, have received an email regarding 
‘The Bridge’ - our comprehensive package of support for students over the coming 
weeks to support them to their next steps. Please ensure that they take advantage 
of the brilliant opportunities available to them – this really is an unparalleled 
offer. Students do need to sign up to some of the sessions, so please ensure that 
they are engaging with this. Any Year 11 considering a return to the Sixth Form is 
required to attend for the extended Sixth Form induction from Mon 14th to          
Fri 25th June. 
 
Reminder – INSET Afternoon, Thursday 27th May 
 
A reminder that our final INSET Afternoon, to support the Year 11 and 13 grading 
process, will take place next Thursday. As previously, lunch will be available for 
any students that wish to take it. 
 
My thanks for your support for these additional three INSET afternoons. Teaching 
staff have been working incredibly hard ensuring that the marking and moderation 
of assessments has been as thorough and objective as it can be, and this additional 
time has really helped enable them to achieve this. 
 
 
It seems odd to think that we are only one week away from the summer half term, 
given the distinctly unseasonal weather in recent weeks … I hope it lets up for you 
to get out and about this weekend.  
 
With best wishes  
 

  
Tom Inman  
Headteacher 


