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4th June 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We hope you’ve really enjoyed the eventual arrival of summer and that, after a short but 
very busy Term 5, students have had a really good ‘week off’.  
 
Although we remain restricted in our ability to fully engage in our usual programme of events 
as we progress into Term 6, we are still planning to run as much of our schedule as we’re 
able. Clearly, we remain at the mercy of Covid and the government guidance (pending any 
further changes from 21st June), and will continue to take the measures we need to in order 
to protect each other. It’s not over yet, and a little more patience now will, hopefully, 
break the back of the pandemic so that we can return to a ‘normal’ calendar of events and 
activities from September. 
 
In this letter 
 

 Covid Recovery Programme 

 Uniform thanks and a reminder 

 Dropping off and picking up by car 

 ParentPay for Printer Credits 

 Year 11 and 13 Next Steps 

 Year 10 and 12 Mock Exams  

 Parent Governor Election 

 Activities / Sports Week – Week Commencing 5th July 2021 

 
Covid Recovery Programme 
 
You have probably heard about the ‘spat’ going on in government regarding the spending 

plans for the national ‘Covid Catch Up’ programme and the resignation of the recently 

appointed ‘Schools Catch Up Champion’, Sir Kevan Collins. I won’t get too caught up in 

politics of this, although the investment announced this week does seem very short-sighted 

of the government if they are hoping to send a message of real commitment to educational 

‘recovery’ post-pandemic. The current funding announcement will do little more than 

scratch the surface, and although there are suggestions of further commitment in the 

Autumn Spending Review, this doesn’t seem to recognise the significant ‘lead time’ that 

schools need in order to plan really effective intervention programmes. 

 

To me, this position really reinforces the proactive support of our governors through their 

commitment to a two year ‘Covid Recovery Programme’ that has really allowed us to plan 

and invest in some key additional support for students for next year, including: 

 An extra lesson per fortnight for most Sixth Form courses 

 Additional staffing in English, Maths, Science and Languages, specifically targeting 

those students most affected by lockdown, by creating some classes of a smaller size 

across Years 7-11 
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 The creation of staff leadership capacity to ‘turbocharge’ our provision in 

Enrichment/Extra-Curricular Engagement, Student Engagement, Reading and 

Literacy, and Student Leadership. 

 

We have been delighted with the quality of the staff that we have recruited to support this 

programme, and will share more detail of the full programme in due course. 

 
Uniform thanks and a reminder 
 
We saw a clear improvement in the standard of uniform in the last couple of weeks of last 
term. Thank you for your support on this – it is a really important symbol of our high 
standards and of our pride in being part of the Gordano community. 
 
Looking forward, Danny McGilloway has explained that he is in the process of taking on-
board feedback from students about aspects of the uniform and will be taking this forward 
with our House Captains over coming weeks so that, if any ‘tweaks’ are made, they are 
made in good time to allow families to plan for September.  
 
In the meantime, our expectations on uniform remain the same and whilst the vast majority 
are meeting our expectations all the time, we will continue to follow up with the few who 
are not. Please ensure that your son(s)/daughter(s) are in the right uniform from Monday 
morning, and notably: 

 No wearing of PE hoodies with normal school uniform 

 Suitable trousers or skirts of an acceptable length 

 If wearing leggings for PE, these must be navy and not black 

 Only one ear piercing (stud of up to 5mm diameter); no other piercings allowed 

 
If any families are concerned about affordability, please contact House Heads who will be 
very happy to discuss any financial support needed. 
 
Dropping off and picking up by car 
 
We encourage students to walk, bike, or otherwise self-propel themselves to school! Where 
this is not possible, we know that some will need to be dropped off / picked up by car. Our 
site does not make this easy, and we have had a number of recent near misses and ‘bumps’ 
as a result. We ask for parental support through the following: 

 Drop off / pick up a couple of minutes’ walk away from the school entrance 

 Use the Coach Park behind the school Astro to drop off / collect - there is plenty of 
space here 

 Avoid using the bus bays / side of the road in the ‘one way’ section by the St Mary’s 
Road gates 

 Avoid using the area in front of the main gates on Clevedon Road, and especially as 
a ‘turning circle’ 

 
One of my worst fears is a serious accident involving one of our students; your support with 
this is really appreciated, and needed in order to prevent this from happening. 
 
 
 



 

 

ParentPay for Printer Credits 
 
Parents are now able to top up their child’s printer credits by ParentPay, in a similar way 
to adding credit for the canteen. The minimum ‘recharge’ value is £1. Please change the 
amount showing on Parentpay to the amount you wish to pay.    
 
The amount received will be updated onto your child's Printer Credit account on a weekly 
basis (please note that it will not appear immediately as it is a manual operation, not an 
automated one). 
 
Year 11 and 13 Next Steps 
 
We are in the final stages of the assessment process for Year 11 and 13, with provisional 
results needing to be submitted to exam boards by Friday 18th June. I could not be more 
reassured by the way in which teaching teams have carried out this huge task with incredible 
commitment and professionalism over recent weeks. After 18th June the exam boards will 
be carrying out a quality assurance process whereby we will be required to submit evidence 
to the exam boards for a sample of subjects.  
 
Year 11 and 13 students should now be looking forward to the ‘Bridge’ - a comprehensive 
package of academic and wider support towards their next steps. This does require some 
proactive ‘booking’ for some of the offer (especially for Year 13) via Eventbrite, so please 
ensure that your son / daughter has engaged fully with this. Please also note that full 
engagement is a requirement for any Year 11 students who may wish to progress to the Sixth 
Form at Gordano – it is, essentially, the first two weeks of their Sixth Form career. 
 
Our staff have put a huge amount of effort into ensuring this programme is as relevant and 
strong as possible, and it is significantly beyond the provision being offered by most schools. 
Please urge your son / daughter to make the most of it. 
 
Year 10 and 12 Mock Exams 

 

Year 10 and 12 students are preparing hard for their forthcoming mock exams, and we have 

held information events for parents. The links to these have been shared; if you haven’t yet 

seen these, please do; it will ensure that you have the full context relating to the 

forthcoming mock exam period and the support in place. 

 

We wish Year 12 all the best with their mock exams next week. 

 

Parent Governor Election 
 
Please do look out for the forthcoming communication inviting you to vote for your choice 
of Parent Governor. Details will be shared via ParentPay early next week. 
 
Activities / Sports Week – Week Commencing 5th July 2021 
 
In a normal ‘Activities Week’ we completely ‘collapse’ the timetable for a full week of off-
timetable activities for students. Given the restrictions that remain on schools, this is not 
possible this year. However, we still intend to run a ‘pared-down’ version of Activities Week, 
to include the following: 



 

 

 Sports Days – this will be split into two separate days this year, one for Years 7 and 
8, and one for Years 9 and 10 

 Swimming Gala for Year 7 and 8 at the Open Air Pool 

 Year 7 Sponsored Walk in aid of our partner charity, Mend the Gap 

 Year 10 Activities Day including input from the Army and a range of careers-related 
activities 

 Year 12 Futures Week – an off-timetable week supporting Year 12 progression to 
their next steps after the Sixth Form 

 Year 7 and 8 ‘Aspire’ Conference 

 
In the same week we are very excited that the BBC show ‘Interior Design Masters’, hosted 
by Alan Carr, will be based at Gordano and will be redesigning four of our House Common 
Rooms during the week, with input from student representatives from each House. This will 
cause some significant disruption to the site for the week, with significant parts of the 
school ‘closed off’, but will result in the significant improvement of these areas for students 
going forwards. 
 
We will be in touch in the next couple of weeks with further details of the arrangements for 
Activities Week. 
 
 
Apologies for the length of this letter, but most of the feedback we receive from parents is 
that you’d rather know more than less. As you can see from the above, we’re going to have 
a very busy Term 6, but we’re determined to finish such an affected year with some really 
positive moments that begin to rekindle many of the aspects we cherish most about the 
school and rebuild that sense of community, as well as look ahead to the opportunities of 
the new academic year from September.  
 
With best wishes for the start of the new term. 
 

  
Tom Inman  
Headteacher 


