
 

23st November 2021 

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

 

I would like to thank all parents that took the time to read the recent parental 
consultation concerning the school’s RSE policy. It was really promising to read so many 
positive, well thought out and constructive comments. I have collected comments and 
have responded to them below. I have amended the wording of some questions in order to 
cover a few different questions at once.  
 
Comments concerning formatting and wording were also very much appreciated, and the 
policy has been amended in the light of these.  

I would also like to invite all parents and carers of year 7 and year 8 students to a 
workshop that discusses how pupils are taught about periods and puberty within KS3. This 
workshop will be taking place on Thursday the 2nd of December from 17:30 to 18:30 in the 
Dining Hall. Please send me an email if you have any questions. 

 

Response to Questions Raised 

 

1. Are students taught about the diverse range of sanitary products available when 
learning about periods?  
  
Response: Students are taught about a wide range of sanitary products that are 
available, included but not limited to; period pads (single use and reusable), tampons 
(single use and reusable), moon cups, and period pants. Students are taught about the 
benefits and drawbacks of each product so that they can make an informed decision. 
Students are taught about the environmental impact of period products, and are also 
sign posted to places within the school where they can have access to a diverse range 
of period products, including pads, tampons and moon cups.  
  

2.    Is consent explicitly taught?  
 
 
Consent is an important theme in many of the lessons taught, and an understanding of 
consent is vital for many discussions that students have about respect, autonomy and 
safety. There is a session dedicated to consent in year 9 within sexual relationships, but 
it is taught as a component of many other lessons, and as a vital component of non-
sexual relationships as well. Children are explicitly taught that the removal of a 
condom without consent means that what is happening is no longer consensual.  
 
  

3.    Do the lessons consider changing attitudes towards sexual relationships, especially in 
the light of pornographic content student might come across?  
 
 



 

 

There are many lessons where the media’s portrayal of relationships and body image 
are discussed. Students have two lessons on pornography in year ten that explicitly 
discuss the unrealistic presentation of sexual relationships and intimacy portrayed in 
pornography (which builds on work they have already been doing on consent). Within 
these lessons, students learn about the unhealthy power dynamics, and the negative 
portrayal of women, within pornography. Students also learn about the extent to which 
pornography does not present a healthy understanding of consent. Student also learn 
about the addictive nature of pornographic material, and the law around watching and 
distributing pornographic material. It is also worth mentioning that students are taught 
about safe sex in year nine in a way that is designed to be inclusive of all protected 
characteristics, particularly when it comes to the use of contraceptives. In the lesson 
where students are taught about the safe and effective use of condoms for example, 
the lessons do not assume that the only form of sex taking places will be the 
penetration of a penis in a vagina, but might also involve the penetration of the mouth 
or anus.  
 
  

4.    Does the school cover the objectification of woman?  
 
  
This is covered in many lessons throughout all key stages when discussing sexism and 
discrimination. At each point it is done at age appropriate times decided by the school, 
and discussion the objectification of women in the media and in offline situations.  
 
  

5.    How are the variety of relationships covered?  
 
  
Students learn about the validity of relationships in their many forms. This includes, 
but is not limited to; civil partnerships, cohabitation, same sex couples (married or 
not), single parent families, reconstituted families, adoptive parents, couples that 
choose not to have children, and extended families. Students are also taught about 
fertility, how life style might affect fertility, and how this might change the nature of 
relationships.  
 
  

6.    How is gender expression and gender identity taught during tutor?  
 
  
We teach this topic in tutor to emphasis the distinction between gender expression and 
gender identity, as we are aware that some students find this vocabulary difficult. 
Within tutor, the activity focuses on different forms of gender expression. It is 
explicitly stated that gender expression is not equivalent to gender identity, and that 
non-conformity to traditional gender stereotypes is not synonymous with a difference of 
gender identity. In the session referenced, students are encouraged to think about the 
diverse ways in which people in society express themselves in gendered ways (or choose 
not to), and how this has changed over time.   
 
  



 

 

7.    How early is sexual identity covered?  
 
 
Students are taught about the meaning of LGBTQ+ during year seven at several 
different points, often in relation to different forms of discrimination and how to be 
members of an inclusive society. We also work hard to normalize the diverse forms of 
relationships during many lesson activities when examples of families are used. As a 
whole school, we do a lot of work to promote inclusion – and there are lessons and 
components of lessons during Pride Month and LGBTQ+ history month that explore these 
issues. These are delivered to all years. We also run an LGBTQ+ club for students during 
lunch times that is open to all years.  
 
  

8.    Is the diversity within the Christian faith reflected within the curriculum, especially in 
relation to the Diverse Christian views about relationships.  
 
  
It is. This is something that the Ethics department is very passionate about, and the 
wording of the policy has been updated to reflect this.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Gregory Horner 
Head of PSHE at Gordano School 
Gordano School 

 

  

 

 


