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10th July 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
It has been some week, and not just for the England football team! 
 
In this letter 

 Activities Week 2021 
 Covid cases update 
 Move to Stage 4 from Monday 19th July 
 Testing over the summer and return to school in September 
 End of Year Staff Thanks 
 And finally.. 

 
Activities Week 
 
Although this was far from the usual ‘full’ Activities Week experience, it has been 
an absolute delight to be able to run some of our ‘summer staples’ this week, 
including two Sports days, the Year 12 Futures programme (albeit online), Aspire 
Conferences for Year 7 and 8, and the Year 7 Sponsored Walk (with, for the first 
time in many years, EVERY student making it all the way round!). It was a great 
shame not to be able to run Wednesday’s Year 10 Activities Day (due to the Army 
self-isolating), but we are seeking to move that to the start of next academic year. 
 
If that wasn’t enough, we also hosted the BBC’s Interior Design Masters programme 
redesigning four of our House Common Rooms, which went really well and has 
certainly changed the feel of our Common Room areas. 
 
It has been an incredibly busy week but, for once, for all the right reasons. It has 
proved a joyous revival of the true Gordano spirit, and this has been made possible 
through the huge efforts of staff and engagement of students. It has been a really 
special time. 
 
Covid Cases Update 
 
After the significant number of positive cases last week, it has been very reassuring 
that we have had no further cases in school this week. Our thanks particularly to 
families of those self-isolating for your patience at this frustrating time, and we look 
forward to seeing most of these students return on Monday. 
 
Move to Stage 4 from Monday 19th July 
 



 

 

As you are aware, we are due to move to ‘Stage 4’ of the government’s roadmap 
from Monday 19th July. In practice, given that the school year finishes on Tuesday 
20th, we will be asking any students still self-isolating on Monday 19th July to continue 
to learn from home in order to reduce the chances of transmission just prior to the 
summer holidays. 
 
From the start of term in September the move to Stage 4 should allow us to revert 
to ‘normality’ in nearly all parts of school life, including the end of yeargroup 
‘bubbling’ and close contact self-isolation; only those with symptoms or who test 
positive will be required to self-isolate. It is worth noting that measures could be 
re-introduced in the event of local outbreaks or changes in circumstances of the 
virus. However, it is a great reassurance from an ‘educational’ perspective and we 
really look forward to getting back to ‘normal’ from September. 
 
Testing over the summer and return to school in September  
 
Twice weekly LFT testing will be paused in schools and colleges over the summer. 
However, testing is still widely available for use at home and kits can be collected 
either from your local pharmacy or ordered online. 
 
You do not need to log any testing with the school’s ‘testregister’ system from the 
end of term, but should continue to log this with gov.uk 
 
For the return to school in September schools are being asked to ‘re-establish’ on-
site testing for each student to carry out two Lateral Flow Tests in school as they 
return. We have yet to receive the full guidance on this, but please note the 
following impact on the start of term: 

 It may be that we start some testing just before the start of term (form 
Wednesday 1st September). We know that some may have holidays booked in 
that time, and we will accommodate any who are unavailable. 

 Schools are able to stagger the return to school across the first week of term 
(the week of 6th September) to accommodate this, so please note that not all 
yeargroups are likely to begin term on Monday 6th September. It is difficult to 
plan exact dates until we have received further guidance, but we will let you 
know as soon as we are able. 

 
End of Year Staff Thanks 
 
We recently invited students and parents to send a message of thanks to any 
teachers as part of the National ‘Thank a Teacher’ campaign. We’re so grateful for 
you doing so; we remain the most thanked school in the South West and in the top 
ten in the country. 
 
As we reach the end of a truly ‘epic’ school year due to Covid, I will be sharing my 
thanks with staff for the incredible job that they’ve done this year, and I would be 
very grateful of any messages of thanks to the staff body in general that you would 



 

 

be willing to share. You might remember we did this before Christmas and it was 
massively appreciated by the staff (and much more powerful than anything I could 
say to them!). 
 
If you would be willing to share a brief message of thanks to the staff body (feel free 
to include any special mentions if you like) then it would enable me to really share 
your appreciation of their efforts. The link to do so is below and we’d ask you to do 
so by the end of next Friday (16th) at the latest. Many thanks. 

 
https://forms.office.com/r/3zfDWD6Fd3 

 
 
And finally... 
 
It has been lovely to enjoy the success of the England football team over recent 
weeks, and I’m sure that most are looking forward to tomorrow evening’s final 
against Italy.  
 
But together with a change in fortunes on the pitch seems to have come something 
more profound, with the culture around the team and the nation’s support seeming 
more kind and inclusive. At a moment in time where issues of diversity in all its 
forms has such a welcome focus in society, including in schools, this seems a genuine 
cultural shift for the better. Win or lose tomorrow, I think that’s something that we 
should really celebrate. 
 
Enjoy the game. 
 
With best wishes, 
 

  
Tom Inman  
Headteacher 


