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29th March 2022 
  
Dear Year 8 Parents and Carers, 
 
Year 8 Activities Week 
 
Firstly, please accept my apologies that the school has not been in touch sooner regarding our 
plans for Year 8 Activities Week. Planning for Activities Week this year has been particularly 
challenging due to the number of ‘unknowns’ that we have been dealing with, as well as facing 
the staffing challenges that all organisations are facing at the moment. Nonetheless, we should 
have communicated with Year 8 Parents and Carers at an earlier stage. 
 
The challenges of Covid have meant that we have had to completely redesign our Activities Week 
experience this year. This has been a very significant undertaking in such a large school. At an 
early stage it was evident that we were not going to be able to offer the range of residential 
experiences that we have previously been able to. As such, we had to decide which yeargroups 
should have this opportunity. Whilst there are strong reasons for all of Years 7-9 being able to 
have a residential experience (and we fully appreciate that the current Year 8s ‘missed out’ on 
their Year 6 camps), we took the decision to offer these to Year 7 and 9 (in line with other 
schools in a similar position) because: 

 The residential experience in Year 7 has always been a very important moment as 
students ‘graduate’ into the Houses at the end of the year and get to know their new 
House Team  

 If Year 9 students did not have this opportunity this year, then they would have missed 
out on having the chance of any residential opportunity at any stage their secondary 
school career, whereas Year 8 will (all being well) have this opportunity next year. 

 
We appreciate that this will be a disappointment for Year 8, but there was simply no way that 
we could offer a residential experience to all three years. 
 
For Year 8 we are planning a series of ‘day’ visits and experiences that act as a really strong 
final chapter to their Key Stage 3 experience at Gordano before moving on to their Key Stage 4 
options. The team will be in touch shortly with more details of these plans. 
 
Again, I am sorry that the quality of our communication (which we normally pride ourselves on) 
has not been as strong as it should have been on this occasion. We will continue to ensure that 
Year 8 have the best experiences possible, in Activities Week and beyond. 
 
Kind regards  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tom Inman  
Headteacher 


