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20th June 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

 MBE for Adele Haysom, Chair of Trustees, Lighthouse Schools Partnership (LSP)  
 Parent Governor Election - deadline Friday 25th June 
 Ongoing Covid Testing 
 Year 11 and 13 
 Year 10 Mock Exam Week 
 Thank a Teacher Day, 23rd June 
 Uniform thanks 

 
MBE for Adele Haysom, Chair of Trustees, Lighthouse Schools Partnership 
 
I am thrilled to share the news that Adele Haysom, our Chair of LSP Trustees, was awarded 
an MBE in last week’s Queen’s Birthday Honours for 'Services to Education'. 
  
Adele started her 'governance' journey at Highdown in 2004, chairing their Governing Board 
from 2005-2010. She then became a governor at Gordano, chairing the Gordano Board from 
2011-2018. She joined the LSP Trust Board in September 2016. She has also made a 
significant contribution to governance across many other schools and Trusts. 
  
Adele's contribution and personal commitment to Highdown, Gordano and the LSP over the 
past 17 or so years has been immense.  Before joining the LSP and since, Adele has always 
been a pivotal figure in our journey as a school. We owe her a huge amount and it's therefore 
such a joy that she has been recognised so publicly for her services to Education. 
  
Please see https://www.lsp.org.uk/mbeaward for a little more on this. 
 
Parent Governor Election  
 
On that theme, the deadline for voting in the current Parent Governor election is this coming 
Friday, 25th June. The link for voting is here:  
 
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=wwKbEeKstEKPNgL1svSOdIgr1IimaU
lEiHbWNXudAtZUQzdTU09KRDY5NEUwNEtHRkI4WjJYUFhXMy4u 
 
Covid Testing at Home 
 
Please see the following link to an open letter from the Secretary of State for Education to 
parents and carers, encouraging continuing regular testing for secondary pupils.  
 
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/06/18/a-letter-to-secondary-school-and-college-
parents-in-england-on-continuing-regular-covid-19-testing-from-gavin-williamson-
secretary-of-state-for-



 

 

education/?utm_source=18%20June%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&u
tm_campaign=DfE%20C19 
 
It is slightly ironic, therefore, that we are still awaiting our next batch of test kits, as for 
students who have tested twice weekly we expect that they will have used all of their tests 
after tomorrow's test. We understand that we will have a delivery this week, and will 
distribute the kits to students as soon as we have them. 
 
Please note that this will NOT include Year 11 and 13 students as, from the end of June, 
they formally come off the school roll and we will not be supplied further test kits for them.  
 
The route to getting test kits for them is through the general DfE ordering system at this 
link: https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests. 
 
Year 11 and 13 
 
A big ‘well done’ to Year 11 and 13 students who have been engaging really well in the 
Bridging Programme this week, and we look forward to a really successful second week. 
 
We are really sorry that the Year 11 and 13 Proms are not able to go ahead over coming 
weeks. As you’ll be aware, the government guidance just doesn’t allow us to continue with 
running them. 
 
Year 10 Mock Exam Week 
 
Wishing all Year 10 students the very best for their mock exam week this week. All 
students have received clear guidance and instructions in tutor time and via Firefly. 
I would strongly encourage parents to watch / read the guidance as set by Mr Beesley 
on Firefly this week. 
 
National ‘Thank a Teacher Day’, Wednesday 23rd June 
 
Wednesday marks the annual ‘Thank a Teacher’ Day, an initiative run by the Teaching 
Awards Trust and supported by the Department for Education. They were established in 
1998 to raise the profile of the teaching profession and recognise the positive impact that 
teachers and school staff have in our society.  
 
We would like to invite students and parents (including Year 11 and 13) to take the 
opportunity to recognise the efforts that staff have gone to over recent months and thank 
staff where you think it is particularly warranted.  
 
In the last year we have been delighted to be the ‘most thanked school’ in the South West, 
and consistently in the top 10 in the country (we are currently 9th!). This is a lovely bi-
product, but not why I’m asking you to consider doing it. I ask because it means so much to 
staff that students and parents would take the time to write to appreciate their efforts. 
Especially over the last turbulent 12-15 months it has really helped to keep the staff going 
and continue to make the immense contribution that they do, with a real impact on the 
quality of education that we’re able to provide. 
 



 

 

There is no expectation from us, of course, but if you do feel moved to thank a member of 
staff (please consider other members of staff as well as teachers), then the link is:  
 
https://thankateacher.co.uk/thank-a-teacher/thank-a-teacher-form/ 
 
Thank you messages received before this Wednesday (‘Thank a Teacher Day’) will be shared 
then, but thank yous can be submitted at any time. Students have been invited to contribute 
via a task on Firefly. 
 
Uniform thanks 
 
I am very aware that we talk about uniform a lot in the letters. I am a very strong believer 
that the school uniform really ‘sets the tone’ for a school. This has improved significantly 
over recent weeks and, in general, the standard of uniform is currently very good. Thank 
for you for all your continued support with this. 
 
 
With best wishes for a good week (and maybe the return of some sunshine!) 
 

  
Tom Inman  
Headteacher 


