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22nd January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
In this letter: 

 Remote Learning 
 Parental ‘Check Ins’ 
 Wellbeing 
 Student timetables 
 Specific yeargroup messages 

o Year 7 Progress Evening, Thursday 28th January 2021 
o Year 11 Mock Exams 
o Public Exams Arrangements (mainly for Year 11 and 13) 

 Public Health survey participation request 
 And Finally.... 

 
Remote learning  
 
We’re very pleased to continue to receive lots of very positive feedback on the remote learning 
experience for pupils. Attendance remains very high and we’re really pleased with the way that the 
vast majority of students are engaging with their teachers and with their learning. 
 
We do know that, especially for some students (notably some of our younger ones), keeping on top 
of all the tasks and assignments set by teachers can be daunting. I want to reassure parents and 
students not to worry – of course we want students to do their very best, but this should not come at 
the cost of their (or your!) wellbeing. If your son/ daughter is struggling, then please contact their 
tutor, Head of House or other key member of staff with whom you have contact, and they will let 
teachers know and do what they can to support. 
 
In particular, we know that keeping track of both ‘Firefly tasks’ and ‘Teams assignments’ is a challenge, 
and we’re looking to see the best way of keeping the structure of online work as simple as possible. 
We will also ensure that students have at least 24 hours (and often more) before the deadline for a 
piece of work, to take the pressure off needing to complete and submit work immediately.  
 
Parental check ins 
 
We have now contacted over half of all families by phone to ‘check in’ with how things are going, and 
will aim to contact all families as soon as possible. It’s a mammoth task in a school of our size, but we 
feel that this is a really valuable and we really welcome the feedback that you continue to give. Please 
note that staff may be making these calls from home. If so the call would likely come up as ‘withheld 
number’ on your phone. 
 
 
 



 

 

Wellbeing 
 
Please do refer to our ‘Virtual School’ area on the school website for ideas and advice around student 
wellbeing and things you can do as parents/carers to encourage and promote positive wellbeing in 
the children. This is not an easy time for many and anything that can be done to help the children 
remain positive will help and support them in the long term. 
 
Once in the Virtual school area, you will see an area called ‘Wellbeing’ - link below. We will continue 
to add to this area with any new or updated advice and guidance as we move through the current 
lockdown. 
 
https://mrdbeesley.wixsite.com/gordanoschool 
 
Student timetables 
 
Monday 18th January was the start of a new cycle of the timetable. We sent these out to all students 
(via their school email) and to all parents (via the email address we hold for the first and second 
contacts) on the evening of Thursday 14th January. Please make sure that students have these and are 
using the times shown for lessons on these to be ready to punctually attend the remote lessons on 
Teams. 
 

Specific yeargroup messages 

Year 7 Progress Evening, Thursday 28th January 2021 

Thank you to Year 7 parents for your prompt booking of appointments for next Thursday’s Year 7 
Progress evening. We have specifically purchased new software to allow us to run parents’ evenings 
as smoothly as possible, and we used it very successfully before Christmas. However, we are aware 
that some schools have struggled with the reliability of the service in the last couple of weeks 
(seemingly as lots of schools are holding their Progress Evenings on a Thursday) and the system has 
been very stretched. 

Whilst we have been reassured that this is being resolved as a matter of urgency, we will be 
communicating with year 7 parents early next week with a ‘backup’ plan in case of service interruption 
involving the use of Microsoft Teams. 

Year 11 Mock Exams 

I would like to an extend our sincere thanks to students and parents in Year 11 who have enabled us 
to run our year 11 mock exams in the best way possible considering the very late changes. We hope 
that the experience has felt valuable for Year 11 students, and we’re sure that the process will really 
support students towards the assessment arrangements for the summer. 

The way that you have embraced the change and made the most of it just goes to show how we can 
untangle the knottiest of knots with everyone pulling in the same direction (with apologies for the 
extended metaphor!). Thank you! 

 



 

 

Public Exams Arrangements (mainly for Year 11 and 13) 

Parents of Year 11 and 13 students received separate communication from Carolyn Tipler (Deputy 
Headteacher) on Wednesday regarding the consultation proposals that have been published. For 
parents of any students in other year groups either affected or interested, please see the link to that 
letter here, including the opportunity to respond to OFQUAL’s consultation: 

https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/689093FA9DA12B5F6AC0ADEAF940
4B0C.pdf 

Public Health Survey Participation request 

We have been asked by North Somerset Council to share the link to a survey to hear your views and 
experiences of working with the Health Visiting and School Nursing Services in North Somerset. The 
link to the survey is here:  

https://northsomerset-gov.researchfeedback.net/s.asp?k=160431060337 

The deadline for completion is Sunday 31st January. If you have any questions about the survey, please 
contact North Somerset Council’s Public Health Team:  public.health@n-somerset.gov.uk. 

And Finally... 
 
As we continue to endure the lockdown and the harsh realities of the impact of the latest wave of 
the pandemic on communities and families, I hope you sensed the very welcome surge of hope 
offered to us all by the inauguration of Joe Biden, and in particular the collective moment of rebirth 
offered by the reading of her poem ‘The Hill We Climb’ by the US National Youth Poet Laureate, 
Amanda Gorman. I would commend it to you and your families, if you haven’t already heard it, as a 
very timely reminder of the strength of communities in getting through difficult times together:  
 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jan/20/amanda-gorman-poem-biden-inauguration-
transcript 
 
“So while once we asked, ‘How could we possibly prevail over catastrophe?’ now we assert, ‘How 
could catastrophe possibly prevail over us?’… 
 

For there is always light, 
if only we’re brave enough to see it. 
If only we’re brave enough to be it.” 
 

With best wishes, as ever. 

  

Tom Inman 

Headteacher 


