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7th May 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
In this letter 

 Face coverings in classrooms 

 INSET Afternoons – Wednesday 12th and Thursday 27th May 

 Year 11 and 13 Students 

 Year 10 and 12 Students 

 Have your say 

 
Face coverings in classrooms 
 
We believe that the government guidance on the wearing of face coverings in 
classrooms will be changed from Monday 17th May. Whilst we need to continue to 
take all necessary steps to reduce the risk from Covid, the wearing of face coverings 
in lessons does has a real impact on teaching and learning, and we welcome this 
change.  
 
However, face coverings will need to be worn around the school site when not in 
year-group social areas and there may be some circumstances in lessons where they 
still need to be worn. 
 
INSET Afternoons – Wednesday 12th May and Thursday 27th May 
 
A final reminder on next Wednesday’s INSET afternoon. Students will be free to leave 
the school site at the end of lesson 4, although a lunch service will be available in 
the Main Dining Hall for any students who wish to have a school lunch. 
 
The third and final ‘INSET Afternoon’ will take place on Thursday 27th May. The same 
arrangements will apply. 
 
Year 11 and 13 Students 
 
The Year 11 and 13 Counting Assessment window finishes next Friday, unless, as in 
a few cases, students are required to submit further evidence. These students will 
be contacted separately regarding arrangements for this. 
 
We will also be sharing details of the ‘Bridging’ experience that we will then be 
offering Year 11 and 13 students in support of their transition to their next steps. 
Although next Friday will mark the end of their current qualifications, they very 
much remain part of the school until the end of the academic year. 
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Again, I would like to commend Year 11 and 13 students for their approach to the 
Counting Assessment season. They have been brilliant in what has been a challenging 
time for them, and know that they will ‘see out’ their time in the same spirit. 
 
Year 10 and 12 Students 
 
As those in Year 11 and 13 begin the transition to their next steps, Year 10 and 12 
students step into their shoes as the ‘Senior Years’ with next year’s exams in their 
sights. We have been planning carefully to ensure that next year’s experience gives 
them the chance to thrive as in any other year.  
 
We will be speaking to both years in assemblies in coming days, and we ask as many 
parents as possible in these years to attend the forthcoming parental information 
sessions (details for which are being shared separately). It is particularly important 
that all parents and students understand the arrangements for the forthcoming mock 
exams, and their potential influence on the grading process for next year.  
 
Have your say 
 
As we start to plan for more ‘in person’ events and broader opportunities before the 
end of the academic year, it really feels like the school is coming back to the life 
that we knew before Covid. However, there is much that we have learnt in the last 
year about what we want our school to be, and how we seek to serve our community. 
Governors and staff are currently engaged in re-stating our school’s vision and 
purpose, and I would welcome input from any parents who would like to offer their 
thoughts. I look forward to hearing from you - it is, after all, your school. 
 
With best wishes for a pleasant weekend. 

 

  
Tom Inman  
Headteacher 


