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10th December 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
In this letter 

 Staffing News 
 Covid Update and Start of Term 3 
 Year 10 use of Astro at lunchtime 
 Aspens prices (catering) 
 Thinking about security at Christmas 
 Thanks to staff 

 
Staffing News 
 
My first duty in today’s letter is to share the very significant news that Mr 
McGilloway, Deputy Headteacher, has been appointed as Principal at Broadoak 
Academy in Weston-Super-Mare from April 2022. I know that you will want to join 
me in offering him our congratulations for a thoroughly deserved appointment. 
Broadoak will be gaining an outstanding Principal.  
 
As most of you will know, Dan has been a huge part of Gordano’s journey over the 
last five years. He has led our Pastoral provision with incredible passion, 
commitment and skill and has had a very significant positive impact for our young 
people, and particularly those that need it the most. He will be a huge loss to 
Gordano, but he goes with our immense gratitude for all that he has done. The school 
will start the process of appointing his successor in the New Year. 
 
Covid Update and Start of Term 3 
 
I know that we are all starting to come to terms with the introduction of further 
restrictions due to Covid and whether this will affect our Christmas plans. We are 
planning for the return to school after Christmas, but it is, again, a bit like gazing 
into a crystal ball. 
 
The guidance currently includes asking students to carry out one test ‘on site’ on 
their return. We are aware that the situation could change, but it is our current 
intention that we will stagger the start of term over two days (Wednesday 5th and 
Thursday 6th January) to enable students to come onsite for a test (either on 
Tuesday 4th or Wednesday 5th January) before they return. We will confirm this next 
week, but please particularly note:  

 your child may be asked to come into school on the INSET Day on Tuesday 
4th January to carry out an ‘on site’ test (which we ask that they attend if at 



 

 

all possible, but there will be a chances to do so the following day if 
absolutely required). 

 Some yeargroups may not return to school until Thursday 6th January; if so, 
they are likely to be asked to come on site for a test on Wednesday 5th. 

 Year 13 students are likely to have slightly different arrangements to avoid 
any disruption to mocks and we will communicate separately to them. 

 
Next week you will receive a personalised email informing you of the planned time 
of your child’s on site test. Please note this carefully. Students are likely to need to 
be on site for approximately 30 minutes. 
 
We will also update you, as needed, on any other changes in the guidance and the 
measures in place in schools. We expect that we may well be needing to return to 
some of the measures previously in place, but this guidance is likely to evolve over 
the next week and into the Christmas holidays, so watch this space! 
 
Year 10 use of Astro at lunchtime 
 
Year 10 will be permitted to use the Astro at lunchtime from Monday 13th December 
(as well as Year 11). For this to be successful, students must follow the rules and 
expectations below. Failure to do so will result in the privilege being taken away. 
  
Students must: 
 Not enter the Astro without or before a member of staff is present 
 Wear trainers – separate to those they wear daily 
 Ensure no food or drink is taken onto the Astro 
 Ensure no mud is carried onto the Astro due to muddy trainers. Trainers 

brought in to play on Astro with must be clean 
 Leave bags under the covered area at all times 
 Not move the goals. 
 Keep in mind that any student wishing to go onto the Astro but not play 

sport, must also bring separate trainers 
 Remember that should the ball go over the fence and need retrieving, the 

student who retrieves it must change their trainers to retrieve the ball and 
change back into their clean trainers on re-entering the Astro 

 Follow the instructions of the duty staff at all times 
  
It is vital for the upkeep of the Astro that the above rules and expectations are 
followed. Failure to do so will result in the privilege of using the Astro being removed 
and where individuals fail to meet the expectations, they could be banned from 
using the Astro for a period of time. 
 
Duty staff will be members of the PE Faculty and will be strict on students following 
the rules and expectations. 



 

 

 
Aspens prices (catering) 
 
The catering and hospitality industry as a whole is facing substantial challenges. The 
food supply chain in the UK and globally continues to be very challenging with the 
pressure of availability driving higher prices. Food inflation is running at an 
unprecedented level, with the expectation of further rises. This is due to many 
publicised factors such as Brexit and its effect on the exchange rate, demand for 
energy, driver shortages and the disruption Covid19 continues to cause.  
  
Aspens will therefore be making some changes to their pricing structure from 
January 2022: 

 Main meal options, 99p Offers and many other products will remain the 
same price 

 For other items there will be an overall "blended" average tariff increase of 
5% 

 
Thinking about security at Christmas 
 
We have been informed by the local Police that there were three 
burglaries/attempted burglaries overnight on Tuesday in Portishead. Now is a timely 
reminder for residents to be aware of these incidents and to think about their own 
security. 
  
At the very least, you may want to ensure external doors are locked at night and 
security light bulbs that need replaying are changed. 
  
Christmas will soon be upon us and it would be great for all the presents to get to 
those who should be rightfully receiving them. 
 
Thanks to Staff 
 
This has been an incredibly hard term. Schools have been expected to be running at 
full speed whilst many of the challenges of Covid very much still remain. Our 
teaching and support staff have, as ever, been utterly dedicated to supporting 
students in so many ways and I’m really proud of what we’ve been able to achieve 
in the circumstances. Receiving thanks from parents and students is one of the most 
rewarding Christmas presents a member of staff could receive. If you would like to 
share some Christmas thanks for an individual or number of staff (or send a general 
message) then it would be lovely to share these with staff at the end of term next 
week. If so, please complete this short form – and thank you! 
 

https://forms.office.com/r/3zfDWD6Fd3 



 

 

 
 
It has been lovely to see the Christmas Spirit emerging across the school site (as I 
write this I am sitting in a very warm, and possibly quite flammable Christmas 
jumper to mark Christmas Jumper Day!) and beyond, including with a lovely Carol 
Service at St. Nicholas’ Church on Monday. We look forward to continuing the 
seasonal celebrations next week, including our two Christmas Concerts 
(appropriately Covid-Secure) and our end of term events.  
 
As ever, we wish you all every good health at this concerning time. 
 
 
With best wishes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tom Inman  
Headteacher 


