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10th March 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Apologies for the mid-week intrusion, but we wanted to keep you up to date on a 
few matters regarding the return to school. 
 
It has been a real joy to welcome students back and see how well they are starting 
to slot back into the routine. They deserve great credit for the way that they have 
conducted themselves on return so that we are able to ensure a really positive start 
back and a real focus on learning. 
 
Mass Covid Testing 
 
A huge thanks to parents and students for supporting the testing process. It has gone 
very well so far, with over 99% of students attending their test from the year groups 
completed so far and with no positive cases. They have been brilliant in arriving on 
time and doing exactly as asked, which has meant that we have been able to run a 
really smooth process as well as focus on the return of students to classrooms. 
 
For any students who are yet to have their first test, they should enter the school 
via the pedestrian gate next to the main gates on Clevedon Road.  
 
The second round of testing begins on Friday, when students will excuse themselves 
from lessons to attend their test (apart from Sixth Form students who will again 
attend on Saturdays). 
 
Timings of the Day 
 
Apologies for missing this off our letter on Friday. In order to stagger the arrival at 
school for the ‘new’ tutor time on Wednesday, please note the following start times 
for tutor time (nb this is different to the timings on a Monday for some year groups): 
 
Year 9 and 10  8.30am 
Year 7 and 8   8.35am 
Year 11, 12 and 13  8.45am 
 
With the shortened Extended Tutor Time on a Friday (now the usual 35 minutes) we 
are bringing forward the afternoon lessons on Fridays to enable the school day to 
end at 2.35pm (for Year 7-8), 2.45 (for Year 9-10) and 2.55 (for Year 11, 12 and 13).  
 
 



 

 

Uniform 
 
The vast majority of students are wearing appropriate uniform and looking really 
smart, but there are a small number where this is not the case. Notably: 

 if students choose to wear hoodies they must be the school-branded PE or 
Dance hoodies. 

 Girls' PE leggings must be the school-branded version, or navy blue 
alternative. 

 PE kit must only be worn on days where students have a PE lesson 
 
We ask parents to support us by ensuring that children do leave for school in the 
right uniform. 
 
If you have struggled to get hold of a particular item of uniform (for example due to 
students growing out of previous items) then please contact your son or daughter’s 
tutor. Where appropriate they will make a note in the journal (with a date by which 
resolution should be expected), which students can then show to any members of 
staff that ask about it. 
 
However, it is important that we maintain the standard of uniform across the school. 
This serves as a very important symbol of the expectations of our community and 
the high standards that we set. Thank you for your support on this. 
 
We’ll be in touch again on Friday when we will be able to mark the full return of 
students to school. 
 
With best wishes, 
 

  
Tom Inman  
 
Headteacher 




