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31st August 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope that you’re enjoying the last few days of the summer break. As the new school 
year approaches, we want to make sure that you have all the information you need. 
I will avoid repetition from previous letters, so please refer back to our letters from 
13th and 20th August, which are all available on the website here:  
 

https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/page/?title=Letters+to+Parents&pid=59  

 
These include: 

• Changes to self-isolation rules from 16th August 

• On site testing and start of term arrangements 

• Guidance on uniform and equipment for September 
 
Please ensure that you have read this information carefully to ensure a smooth 
start of term. 
 
In this letter 

• New School Vision 

• Covid Protocols 

• Notification of on-site Covid testing results  

• Vaccinations for school aged children 

• Parental Information Evenings in September 
 
New School Vision 
 
As we emerge from the worst of the Covid pandemic it feels like the right time to 
start to look forward and ‘set the direction’ for the future. So, for a number of 
months, we have been working on a new School Vision, including a change to our 
‘strapline’ of ‘Pride, Achievement, Community’, which has been in place for a 
decade now (how time flies!). 
 
After lots of engagement with staff, students and parents the Governing Body 
formally signed off our new School Vision in July, ready for the start of the new 
school year. 
 
Our new strapline will be ‘Dream Big, Do Your Best, Give Back’, and will be 
represented as below with the key values that we seek to develop in our students 
through their school experience. 
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We will, of course, launch this new vision with students at the start of the school 
year and welcome your proactive reinforcement of these at home.  
 
Covid Protocols 
 
You will no doubt have seen plenty of media coverage regarding Covid rates and the 
return to school. It is inevitable, of course, that Covid rates will increase 
significantly as secondary-aged children (and family members) start testing again on 
return to school and we will no doubt have a number of cases at Gordano from the 
start of term. 
 
We will take proportionate measures to continue to reduce the chance of 
transmission in school, whilst allowing school life to continue as normally as possible. 
With most adults now double-jabbed much of the guidance for schools has been 
eased. 
 
In summary, from the beginning of term: 

• Students will be asked to continue to maintain good hand hygiene, including 
sanitising hands on entry to and exit from classrooms and in dining queues 

• Students will still be asked to clean desks and chairs in classrooms before 
break and lunchtime 

• Enhanced cleaning of high usage areas will continue 

• Students will continue to use their unique PIN code when paying for food, 
rather than using fingerprints 

• Classrooms will continue to be well ventilated 



 

 

• Students and staff will still be welcome to wear a face covering if they choose 
to 

 
However, most other areas of school life will revert to ‘normal’ and we will no longer 
be operating specific year-group zoning in eating or social areas. 
 
Of course, should we need to enhance our measures due to local contingency 
arrangements then we will do so, and we will inform you of any changes as soon as 
the decisions are made. 
 
You will, of course, want to know what will happen where cases do emerge that 
affect your child(ren). We have answered the ‘obvious’ questions in the separate 
‘Frequently Asked Questions’ document attached – please do read this and keep a 
copy handy for when a particular situation arises. This will really help to reduce the 
number of enquiries coming through to our staff. We will update it if anything 
changes. 
 
Notification of on-site Covid testing results 
 
Please note that students’ results for the on-site tests carried out at school will be 
uploaded in batches to the NHS website, which means there may be some delay 
between your child taking their test and the results being communicated to you.  
Should any students test positive from their on-site test the school will contact the 
parent/carer directly to inform them of the result and advise on the action required, 
so please be reassured that ‘no news is good news’ when waiting for your child’s 
results. 
 
Vaccinations for school aged children 
 
All students who are 16 or older should now have had the opportunity to have their 
first vaccination. I would urge all students to do so as soon as possible if they have 
not yet done so. 
 
A decision has not yet been made regarding vaccination of 12 to 15-year olds. Should 
it be decided that those aged 12 and over should get vaccinated, it is likely that this 
would happen in school. 
 
Parental Information Evenings in September 
 
This year we are running online Parental Information Evenings (joining instructions 
to follow) for each year-group at the start of the year:  
 

• Wednesday 8th September 6pm   Year 12 

• Thursday 9th September 6pm  Year 8 

• Monday 13th September 6pm  Year 9 

• Wednesday 15th September 6pm  Year 13 



 

 

• Thursday 16th September 6pm  Year 10 

• Wednesday 22nd September 6pm  Year 7 

• Thursday 23rd September 6pm  Year 11 
 
Please put this in your diary – senior members of staff will be talking you through 
the year ahead, including key dates and events, how best to communicate with the 
school and how we can work best together to support your children. 
 
 
We look forward to seeing students coming on site from Thursday for their first on-
site test (please ensure that they attend on time to help the smooth running of the 
process) and for the start of the new school year on Monday or Tuesday. 
 
With best wishes  
 

  
Tom Inman  
Headteacher 


