
DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS

11th September 2026

A very warm welcome to the start of a new academic year at Gordano School.
It has been a busy and exciting week, and it has been wonderful to see our school
filled once again with the energy, enthusiasm and ambition of our students. The start
of a new year always brings fresh opportunities, new experiences and the chance
for every member of our community to grow, learn and thrive.

A special welcome goes to our new Year 7 students, who have made an
exceptional start to life at Gordano. They have approached the week with
confidence, curiosity and positivity as they have explored the site, met new
teachers and begun forming new friendships. I have loved visiting lessons and
seeing their enthusiasm for learning, as well as the way they have supported one
another through this important transition.

We were also delighted to welcome our new Year 12 students on Monday. It was
wonderful to see so many familiar faces returning alongside those joining Gordano
for the first time. As they begin the next stage of their educational journey, we look
forward to supporting them as they embrace new challenges and opportunities.
By Tuesday, the whole school community was back together as students in Years 8 to
11 and Year 13 returned ready to begin the next chapter of their own journeys.
Across the school there has been a real sense of purpose and optimism as students
have quickly settled into their learning.

During assemblies this week, we spoke about our values, expectations and,
importantly, our commitment to creating a strong sense of belonging for every
young person. We know that students are most successful when they feel valued,
connected and proud to be part of their school community. Our expectations are
therefore not simply about routines and standards; they are about creating an
environment where everyone feels safe, respected, supported and able to achieve
their very best.



Wishing you all a relaxing and restful weekend.

Yours sincerely

Ms L Blundell, Headteacher

At Gordano, we want every student to leave us not only with excellent qualifications
but also with confidence, resilience, strong character and a genuine sense that they
belong. By working together as students, families and staff, I know we can make this
a year filled with achievement, personal growth and many memorable experiences.
Thank you, as always, for your continued support. I look forward to celebrating the
successes of the year ahead with you.

We are incredibly proud to have been recognised as one of Portishead's leading
community champions, winning both the Community – Give Back Award and the
overall Spirit of Portishead Award (jointly with LIFE:ALIGNED) at the inaugural
Together Portishead Community Business Awards. 

These awards celebrate the dedication of our amazing students, staff, families
and community partners, and we couldn't have achieved this without everyone
who voted and supported us. Thank you! 

Read the full story and find out why Gordano School was recognised for its
contribution to the Portishead community here:
Gordano School - Gordano School Wins Community Give Back Award and
Overall Spirit of Portishead Honour

DOUBLE AWARD SUCCESS FOR GORDANO SCHOOL! 

https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/gordano-school-wins-community-give-back-award-and-overall-spirit-of-portishead-honour
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/gordano-school-wins-community-give-back-award-and-overall-spirit-of-portishead-honour


Information Evenings

Year 8 - 6pm-7pm 28th September 2026

Year 9 - 6pm-7pm 14th September 2026

Year 10 - 6pm-7pm 15th September 2026

Year 11 - 6pm-7pm 29th September 2026

Year 13 - 6pm-7pm
17th September 2026 – this will take
place in the Sixth Form Hall

PARENTAL INFORMATION EVENINGS

We have already enjoyed welcoming our Year 7 and Year 12 families to their
Information Evenings, and the presentations from these events will be available
on the school website shortly.

Over the coming weeks, we look forward to meeting parents and carers from our
other year groups during our Parental Information Evenings. These sessions
provide an opportunity to share our priorities for the year ahead, outline key
information for each year group and ensure that, together, we can support
every student to achieve their very best.

Presentation slides will be shared afterwards for those parents unable to attend,
but we strongly encourage parents and carers to join us in person if possible. The
purpose of each evening is to provide valuable insight into the year ahead and
equip you with the information needed to support your child throughout their
journey at Gordano.

For families with children in multiple year groups, we do not expect you to attend
every session. We recommend prioritising your Year 7 child or any child in an
examination year group. All presentations will be shared following the events,
allowing you to access any information you may have missed.

Due to space limitations, we kindly ask that attendance is limited to parents and
carers only.



FOR NEW PARENTS TO GORDANO

WELCOME LETTER FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP

Dr Gary Lewis, CEO of the Lighthouse Schools Partnership would like to welcome
all parents and carers whose children have joined LSP schools this term. Please
use the link below to read his letter.
Letter to parents of children joining LSP schools in September 2026

We try and ensure that we share pictures of the wonderful things that our
students get up to during the day and our main platform for this is our Gordano
School Facebook page. If you would like to follow us, then please do.
https://www.facebook.com/Gordanoschool

FUTURE INSET DAY AND OPEN EVENING

We have one more INSET day this term on Friday 25th September. The day before this (on
Thursday 24th September) is our annual Open Evening. On 24th September the school
closes early to allow staff to prepare for the evening. Students will be released on that
day at approximately 1.15pm, after lunch.

The rest of our Term Dates and INSET days can be found on the school website here -
Gordano School - Term Dates & School Day

We are delighted that so many of our students want to support our Open Evening
by helping in subject areas and/or acting as a tour guide for our visitors. We
always need a large number of tour guides, so if your child is in Years 8-11 and
would like to take part, please complete the Open Evening Parental Permission
Form here

If your son or daughter is in Year 7, please note that while we are always very
pleased to see our new Year 7 students volunteering to help out in a subject
area, this is by invitation, in order to manage numbers – teachers will give out
Year 7 helpers’ letters to take home. Please note that we only allow tour guides
from Year 8 upwards. This is because the older children know the school better
and are able to talk to visitors about their experience of being a student at
Gordano for a full year or more.  

Please click here to read the letter for full details about student helpers

STUDENT VOLUNTEERS FOR OPEN EVENING

https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/_site/data/files/letters%20home/5D14C745702C16FB497DBED414D3D2C5.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Gordanoschool
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/parents/term-dates-and-school-day
http://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/GDVwxFWtP7
http://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/GDVwxFWtP7
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/DEE5013733DFB5CE919E19C4B915C95D.pdf


ATTENDANCE MATTERS: A STRONG START TO THE SCHOOL YEAR 

BRAND NEW BREAKFAST OFFER

We are absolutely thrilled to announce the launch of our brand-new breakfast
offer, designed to give students the perfect start to their morning! A range of
breakfast items will be available in the Dining Hall from 8am. Please see the menu
below for details. 

Attendance patterns established in September often continue throughout the
year, which is why a strong start is so important. Please read this letter from Mr
Mailey explaining why the school is committed to excellent attendance to give
every student the best foundation for success at school and how much we
appreciate parental support.

LSP HOME SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP

Please click on the link below to read the LSP Home School Partnership
document. This is an important document in terms of what you can expect from
us as a school but also outlines the way we are keen to positively work with
parents.
LSP Home School Partnership

https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/_site/data/files/letters%20home/356B56BEF7959F39EEC604D94646BC08.pdf
https://www.lsp.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=719&type=pdf


Monday 14 September

Tuesday 15 September

Tuesday 15 September

Wednesday 16 September 

Thursday 17 September

Monday 21 September

Tuesday 22 September

Wednesday 23 September

Thursday 24 September

Thursday 24 September

Friday 25 September

Monday 28 September

Monday 28 September

Tuesday 29 September

Wednesday 30 September

Thursday 1 October

Monday 5 to Wednesday 7 October

Tuesday 6 October

Thursday 8 October

Friday 9 October

Wednesday 14 and Thursday 15 October

Thursday 15 October

Thursday 15 October

Friday 16 October

Tuesday 20 October

Wednesday 21 and Thursday 22 October

Monday 26 to Friday 30 October inclusive

6pm Year 9 Parental Information Evening

Early UCAS Applications Day

6pm Year 10 Parental Information Evening

Year 12 and 13 Electives Launch 

6pm Year 13 Parental Information Evening

6pm Bronze DofE Parent Information Evening

6pm Silver DofE Parent Information Evening

Sixth Form Autumn Electives Begin

European Day of Languages

Year 6 Open Evening (students finish at 1.15pm)

INSET Day

School Photographs for Year 11

6pm Year 8 Parental Information Evening

6pm Year 11 Parental Information Evening

5.30pm – 6.30pm Read to Succeed Parent Evening

6pm – 8pm Gordano Careers Convention

Year 11 GCSE Music Coursework Recording Days

6pm Parent Forum

World Mental Health Day

Hello Yellow Day

Year 11 GCSE Dance Set Phrase Exam

Year 12 Geography Fieldtrip to Weston-super-Mare

SENDCO Surgery

Year 10/11 photo mop up session

Year 11 Futures Evening

Flu Vaccinations Years 7-11

Holiday

KEY DATES FOR TERM 1



SHINE OCTOBER HOLIDAY CLUB



PYTHON CODING CLUBS



NEW AT WEMA MUSIC CENTRES



WEMA DISCOVERY DAYS



PORTISHEAD LIONS CAR BOOT SALE



PORTISHEAD LIONS UKRAINE HUMANITARIAN AID APPEAL 



USEFUL LINKS

Contact Us

Gordano School Facebook Page

Communications to Parents

Latest School News

Termly Newsletters

Attendance

Uniform & Equipment

How You Can Support the School

Safeguarding

School Key Dates

School Calendar

Gordano Extra - Clubs Information

Careers

Trips & Activities Week

Sixth Form

Vacancies 

Community Clubs & Holiday Clubs

Facilities Hire

GoShine Gordano Sports Centre Membership

https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.facebook.com/Gordanoschool/
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/parents/letters-to-parents
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/news-and-events/termly-newsletter
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/attendance
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/parents/uniform
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/parents/how-you-can-support-the-school
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/our-school/safeguarding
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/parents/key-dates
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/news-and-events/school-events
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/students/extra-curricular
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/students/careers-2
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/news-and-events/trips-and-activities-week
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/sixth-form
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/vacancies
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/vacancies
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/community/clubs-and-holiday-clubs
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/community/facilities-hire
https://www.gordanoschool.org.uk/community/sports-centre
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