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20th January 2021 
 
 
Dear Students and Parents/Carers  
 
I am writing to update you on the current picture regarding GCSEs, A Levels and 
Vocational qualifications, following the Ofqual proposals released for consultation 
last Friday evening. Whilst the proposals provide some clarity there is still much to 
be decided. We appreciate the inevitable concern and anxiety these unknowns will 
continue to cause; you will be updated with information as soon as it is available, 
every step of the way.   
 
The following is a summary of the proposals.  Please be mindful as you 
read through that there are many aspects yet to be decided for each point, with 
the main principles themselves subject to consultation: 
 

 A student’s grade in each subject for 2021 will be based on their 
teachers’ assessment of the standard at which the student is 
performing.   

 Formal assessments will take place from mid-May to early June in exam 
conditions. These assessments will be the main source of evidence for a 
student’s grade. (We would therefore advise against booking holidays before 
the end of the Summer term as these timescales aren’t fixed. There is also 
likely to be an enhanced induction phase for Year 11 students continuing 
on to the Sixth Form.) 

 Teaching of the planned Curriculum will therefore continue, both in order to 
prepare students for the formal assessments, but also to provide students 
with the breadth and depth of learning they need in order to pursue a 
subject at Post-16.  

 Exam boards will provide a series of exam papers (to take into account the 
different content that may have been covered in different schools) for the 
final assessment. Alternatively, schools may write their own exam papers 
and accompanying mark criteria.  

 Robust marking, moderation and standardisation processes will be put in 
place, with schools having a transparent and clear process for arriving at a 
student’s final grade.  

 Coursework components will also count as evidence towards final grades, 
being appropriately weighted.  

 For practical subjects where final exams aren’t possible, portfolios will be 
used as evidence of the standard at which a student is working.  
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Vocational qualifications:  
 Assessment components that have already been completed will be taken 

into account when awarding a result. 
 Students will sit a final assessment following the process for GCSEs and       

A levels for courses that are similar in structure and delivery. 
 For qualifications which are primarily assessed through modular, internal 

assessment, schools are advised to continue assessment in the same 
manner.  
 

Results for all qualifications will be in July. Any appeals will be made directly to 
the school.  
 
Assessment of ‘the standard at which the student is performing’ is a key 
difference to the way grades were generated in 2020; Ofqual propose that it 
would not be right to ask teachers to predict what grade a student may have got if 
the Pandemic had not happened. Absolute clarity is therefore essential with 
regards to the evidence used to arrive at a final grade.  
  
The full consultation can be found here:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-
a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021  
 
The consultation closes at 11.45pm on 29th January 2021; Ofqual invite students, 
parents and carers to share their views.  
 
You will obviously have many questions. We will send out a questionnaire to 
seek opinions on the aspects you would like to understand further on Monday 
22nd February (for return on Monday 4th March). We will then invite parents to a 
Zoom meeting to talk through key concerns and share further updates which we 
hope to have by that point.  
 
The main and most important point to take away at this stage is that learning will 
continue as planned. We will continue to guide and support students through this 
process, equipping them for whichever route they wish to take in the future.  
 
Yours faithfully,  
 
 
 
 
Carolyn Tipler  
Deputy Headteacher  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021



